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PREFACE. 



This Work might have been increased to double its 
present size^ but the object has been to condense as much 
as possible. As now offered to the public^ it is thought 
that whatever may be worthy^ of notice, is stated with 
sufficient explicitness. 

Russia and its relations, political and social, every year 
become more interesting as intelligence advances with the 
march of improvement. Nicholas the First has been much 
misrepresented or misunderstood; from prejudice or igno- 
rance great injustice has been done to that remarkable 
personage in many publications relating to Russia. While 
deeply impressed with the evils of despotism, which on 
every side are seen and felt in Russia, the writer has 
endeavoured to do justice to the character of the Czar, his 
motives and intentions. 

The dark picture we have drawn takes no shade from 
democratic prejudices. Truth alone has supplied the 
materials and colouring. Russian scenes are wanting in the 
warmth that gives beauty to the southern landscape. 

Should the writer have failed in imparting useful informa- 
tion, he hopes at least that his countrymen, who shall think 
this book worthy a perusal, will not feel less devotion to 
their own free institutions br less sohcitude to guard them 
from anarchy and decline. 

imw roRM, 1848. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The I^ttegat — Night on the Sea — Christiania — ^'Myosen Lake- 
Norwegian Riot — Lilleliammer — The Gnldebranzdal — Life in 
Norway — Inns. 

The steamer Christiania, from Copenhagen, stopped at Elsi- 
nore in the afternoon, and we took passage in her for the capital 
of Norway. This boat was exceedingly clean and comfortable, 
her engines of English make, and her captain a Norseman, and 
an officer in the Swedish and Norwegian navy. The English 
language was spoken by many of the company — a number of 
Swedish and Norwegian passengers. We were soon in the 
Kattegat, and running north along the shores of Sweden, under 
the protection of the Union, the red and yellow flag of Sweden 
and of Norway. 

The weather was particularly fine; — ^a combination of pleasant 
circumstances, — the presence of friends, and the agreeable ex- 
citement attending the approach to a far and strange country, 
made it one of those days, that for ever after haunts the me* 
mory of the traveller. The evening was magnificent, equal in 
fervent brilliancy to any of a southern summer. The sun went 
down in the distant sea^ leaving around his place of exit, a 
cluster of rosy clouds; and leaving, too, the moon to fill the 
night with lustre, and to adorn, as with a path of liquid gold, 
the smooth surface of the sea. Every star shone brightly, and 
the fires of the light-house glimmered upon tlie adjacent shore. 
Many ships, crowded with sail, were makitig hi the harbor lire 
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had left; and as we followed them, until one by one, they 
became dark objects, and were lost upon the waters, we thought 
how many might be from our country, and homeward bound. 

The next morning at eight, we reached. Gottenburg, and after 
some delay, were off again for the Borth. Soon after clearing 
the Peninsula of Jutland, — ^the Cimbrica Chersonesus, — and 
entering the Skaggerack, the Union was hauled down, and in 
its stead was hoisted the national flag of Norway. 

Another night found us upon the moon-lit sea; and another 
morning revealed, to our delighted vision, the mountains of old 
Norway. We were upon the fiord or frith of Christiania, an 
arm of the sea running inland for many miles, and winding 
away among the mountains, — sometimes like a river that rises 
far beyond, and then, like a little lake, dotted with islands, and 
' inclosed with hills of green forest and gray rock. 

At the head of this fiord is Christiania, a city that will dis- 
appoint him who expects to see a capital in any way resembling 
those of the rest of Europe. It is a particularly plain town, 
and dull beyond all calculation, when the Storthing or Congress 
has adjourned, and the schools and colleges of the University 
are in vacation. The streets are very wide, and after a rain, 
knee-deep with mud. The houses are very neat, well painted, 
and have a comfortable aspect, but there is nothing singular or 
. beautiful about them, — while the inhabitants, a well-dressed, 
newspaper-reading people, have not the slightest peculiarity of 
dress or manner. The inns are tolerably good, and the number 
of persons speaking English really remarkable. All this is very 
apt to damp the ardor of the traveller in search of the wild and 
wonderful. In no other country upon the Continent is the 
Englii^ language so generally spoken and understood as in 
Norway; and, so far as this is concerned, an Englishman may 
travel with greater ease in Norway, than he can in France, 
Germany, or Italy. The 'Commercial intercourse between Eng- 
land and Norway, and the numbers of English and Scotch who 
have settled in the latter country, may account for this. The 
l^orwegians speak English with the intonation of educated 
Scotchmen. The language in commcMi use in Norway, is a 
^Jdelect of the Danish. The ancient Norsk is very generally 
nnysed in the northern districts^ and in Iceland. The Normannic 
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or high Norsk is the language of the Edda, and is supposed 
to hare heen spoken throughout Scandinaria as late as the ninth 
century. 

A messenger was dispatched from Christiania, to the next 
station or post-house iip<Hi the route we had chosen, to order 
horses to he in readiness. Soon after this, the guide informed 
vs that the carrioles were ready. A carriole, the ordinary con- 
yeyanee of the country, is a light carriage, with one seat, and in 
appearance and construction resembles what we call a sulky^ a 
vehicle in common use in the mountainous parts of Yiiginia. 
Behind the carriole there is a rail of wood or iron, binding toge- 
gether the shafb and body of the carriage. This rail senres aei a 
seat or hold on for the boy, who accompanies the trareller to the 
next station, to take back the conveyance. The luggage being 
properly disposed of, the guide was placed on the l^d, and we 
followed as fast as our little horses could carry us, until we 
reached the summit of the hills which rise beyond Christiania. 
Here we called a halt, and turned to look at the scene below. 
It was early, €Ten for this latitude at this season; and a mist 
that had concealed the valleys and the waters, and all but the 
dark mountains that towered above and around us, was rolling 
slowly upward, like a curtain, showing, one after the other, t|ie 
fiord and the forest, the fields and farms, until the whole stood 
revealed in the brightness of the morning. 

At the first post-hquse beyond Christiania we found other 
carrioles and firesh horses. By the law of the country, the 
farmers are obliged to send horses and conveyances to the sta- 
tion, for the use of travellers, upon the requisition of the master 
of the station, who calls in regular rotation upon each farmer in 
his district. This is a great convenience to the traveller, and 
not so great an inconvenience to the farmer as would be sup- 
posed, inasmuch as the latter is well paid for his trouble, and 
aiay, with the assistance of the ^other farmers of the country, 
either amend the law or increase the tariff of charges, if he finds 
the present arrangement at all burdensome. It is a pleasant 
way of going through the country, as one may take his own 
time, drive fast or slow, and delay at the station-house as long 
as he thinks proper. These stations combine the character of 
ihe inn and fann-house, and afford comfortable entertainmofit. 
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They are extremely dean, and the fare, though simple, u 
ahundont. In each of them a book is kept, in which the tra* 
veller-is inyited to inscribe his name, residence, and destination, 
and enter all his complaints, as to the state of the roads, and 
conduct of the people. These books are regularly examined at 
stated periods; all grievances fnlly examined into, and rectified 
by persons having authority for that purpose. The road frokn 
Ghristiania to the little hamlet of Minde, at the foot of the 
Myoscn lake, lay over the hills and through the yalleys of a 
TTell-cultivated and well-settled country. 

At Minde we embarked in a small iron steamer, called the 
Jarmbardetiy or the Iron-bird, for the northern extremity of the 
lake. The Myosen, the largest lake in Norway, is not more 
than seventy miles in length, and varies in breadth from two to 
ten English miles. The farms upon the shores of the Myosen 
are considered the best in Norway, both as it respects the soQ 
and situation. Gently sloping banks are occupied with fertile 
fields, and clothed with a foliage one hardly expects to 'see so 
far to the north. The hills upon the shores do not rise to any 
great apparent elevation, and the scenery, although quite pretty, 
is somewhat tame, and altogether inferior to the lake scenery of 
Switzerland. 

One of the best situations, along the whole extent of the 
shore, was formerly occupied by a Cathedral and monastery 
founded in 1160, by Adrian, an Englishman, who was after- 
wards Pope Adrian the Fourth. A considerable portion of the 
-circumjacent country was the property of the religious order who 
lived in the monastery; and the ruins of a palace, and other 
buildings, are said to exist in the vicinity. All these may have 
"been destroyed, and the monks dispersed, at an early period of 
the Reformation, which carried all before it in this country. 
One cannot help admiring the good taste displayed by the old 
religious fraternities, in the selection of pleasant places. Where- 
ever they went, they seem to have united a love of devotion 
with a love of the picturesque. During the palmy days of the 
Church on earth, almost every snug comer in Europe appears 
to have been theirs. Theira was Hohensalzburg; theirs was 
jBo}jTood; and theirs was this pretty place, tV\e isox^a^, «^cA. ycl 
iforwajr. It would seem as if the holy biothexViooda ^^x^ ^^Vct- 
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mined to have a fair glimpse of earth, to prepare for the fairer 
pxospects of heaven. Thej pitched their worldlj tabernacles 
upon the most favoured and romantic sites. They preferred a 
position naturally strong, with a southern exposure; sheltered 
by the impending mountains from the blasts of winter; and 
overlooking the fat bottoms, the vegetables, and the villages of 
the valley. Then reflecting upon the obligation to eat fish on 
I^Vidays, the good souls were always sure of a river or lake well 
stocked with trout; and for the other days, an all-bouutiful 
Providence had filled the neighbouring forests with game and 
venison. How different the fate of most clergymen now-a- 
day! 

The company on board the Jarmbarden, consisted principally 
of the couhtry people, called the Bonder, or peasant proprietors 
of Norway ; a class composing a large proportion of the popula- 
tion, and who are as fine a race of men as can be found any- 
where in the world. There was nothing whatever peculiar 
about them in point of costume; their homespun cloth coats 
being cut much after the fashion of the day in France and 
England. As is usual in Norway, the being away from horae„ 
travelling and meeting with friends, and the entire relief from 
any immediate business, was considered a proper occasion for 
indulging freely in the use of strong drink, or in other words, 
for having a frolic. There was more than usual excitement 
perhaps on this occasion, from the fact of the presence of a 
wedding party. The father of the bride, a stout, hale old gen- 
tleman, in the uniform of an officer of the Norwegian army, 
had ordered a table, provided with bottles of punch and wine,. 
to \be placed on deck near the seats of the bridal party, and 
every one was called upon to drink to the happiness of the 
youthful couple. Although strangers, and incapable of speaking 
or understanding a word of the language, we were also sum- 
moned; and as it might appear ungracious to resist the repeated 
and pressing invitation of the happy father, and as moreover we 
had not taken the pledge of total abstinence, we drank a glass 
of good home-made wine to the everlasting prosperity of the 
newly-married pair. The consumption of ^\iiich^ which ia 
Norway is sold by the bottle^ was veiy gtft^kX, wA ^^^"^ ^'^«. 
dinner most of the companj were conaiAetsJtA'j Ae^^^fe^- '^^^ 
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old Holdicr insisted upon drinking bampers to a better acqiiami- 
nncn; nnd although we could not comprehend him, we wm 
olilt^rd to listen to a long oration about Norway, which waimudi 
np|>liiii(Ird bj the company, and which lasted until another 
bottli* liiid completely silenced the fire of the orator. 

"No tide of the Baltic e*er dmnker than he."* 

Mo wns rAn'fulIy laid aside, and the national songs and chonis 
in lifuionr of (]au1e Norgo, or Old Norway, continued the whole 
nnoniiinii. Our guide ^-as as tipsy as the rest, and bold enough 
tfi iiiMiiiuiito that ho expected to be treated as a gentleman, 
iniminurli an ho had not only received a good education, and 
spoilt a largi* property in the pursuit of the refined pleasures of 
rMNliifiiiiiMp lifo, but was of a most respectable fiimily, claiming 
iloNooiit fnun the anoiont kings of the country. Upon one 
ftoon«iititi ho wa« with an English baronet, and one warm day 
boloio iliunor, tl»o guide found it conrenient or necessary to take 
•tuuo brandyHUul-wator. When the baronet discorered it, he 
WM1 vorv luuoh otVondod. "Get drunk as often as you please^* 
lio mud, "artor dinner, but while in my scrrice, nerer dare to 
diiuk ii^diu iti tho woniing/* Such treatment this descendant 
of {^^%^ R,!') kinjjsi oon»idorod altogether incompatible with his 
tlinnily. luul jjjn o um to understand that he would get royally 
diunli. nnd iAu>c\' iVunol O'Connell whenerer he was pleased to 
«h» «ii. SjHisliod. oven to tx^plotion, with these novel exhibitions 
nf NiM\^rui(»n viof. wo wore glad to reach the town of Lille- 
Imunnov. ulnrli ^u^ did a little bi-fore midnight; — ^the voyage of 
Bi'vouf V null n. inoluding do!a\-« to land and take in passengers^ 
havinjj mvnpird oi|«J\toon hount. 

I illrlmuunor o»Mui\<s ot' a tvw jtrac^rling housesi, and yet it is 
Mid lo l»o \\w lrt,^^M inland town in Norway. It has no trade 
«*r rtnv k»nd» and i(« pvinoi)\U importance mav result 6vm being 
the iv»ort of tho poopio who ot^we from the' countrv to attend 
Wunvh. or tx^ take pa**,*j,«o in tho steambait. Be'vond lille- 
ftamnur, c^Mninoiuv* the vallor oalUd the Guldebraiids, a fine 

^ ?'' >f ""^ '''^^*'' ''^''*** '" broadth. and n\'^chirv: frt^m the head 
or The 3f.v.>^u lake, to the !\vt of the IVrr^ Field, among 
^nse summiTs is 8nrvhet:cn. cicV.t tV.c^xisMv^ ieix ;iV^^^ lift 
^reioftbe sea, asd the highest kxxi<>r.g ihe niOTsrewia c£ «Bfc 
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nmh, , Along this valley, and beside the dear waters of the 
Lang, a river that empties into the Myosen, we puisoed our 
jonxney. In its whole extent, this valley is occupied by the 
Bonder, and exhibits a charming picture of their industry and 
comfort. The houses, built of logs, and weather-boarded, are 
neatly painted, and the fields, partly cleared of stone, and clothed 
with luxuriant crops of grass, have a rural and pleasant aspect, 
scarcely expected to be seen in 61^ north. 

The system of farming is excellent — water is brought from 
the mountain rivulets and distributed through the fields by 
troughs. Wherever this simple method of irrigation is em- 
ployed, the returns are immense. The farms are generally 
small, but so abundant is the pasture during the summer upon 
the mountains, that many of the farmers are enabled to keep 
thirty or forty cows, and to make large quantities of cheese and 
butter. Every thing used by the farmer^ except tea, coffee, 
sugar, and oUier foreign articles, is produced upon his own 
estate: his cloth, linen, leather, fuel, food, liquor, are all the 
produce of his farm, and prepared and manufactured in his own 
house, and under the superintendence of himself and family. 
The loom and the spinning-wheel are in active and constant 
operation in every household, and under the direction of the 
mistress, all the provisions for winter are carefully provided. 
The servants have small houses and lots of ground, near the 
residence of the proprietor, and pay their rent in work or pro- 
duce. These servants frequently keep'from three to six cows, — 
driving them to the upland pastures as soon as the snow has 
disappeared, and by extraordinary care and economy in housing 
every blade of grass they can secure, are enabled to provide for 
them in winter. 

- The cottages of these farm-servants, in cleanliness and neat- 
ness, rival the larger establishment of the proprietor; and the 
inmates know as great a degree of comfort and enjoyment, as 
fiill to the lot of the people of the same condition in any part of 
the world. The winter is a season of amusement to all classes, 
and the holidays are kept with universal jollity and good cheer. 

Hunting-parties go out to shoot the reindeer and the elk, and 
sleighing parties go from farm to farm, in ^ x^^go^six \w«A ^ 
risjts. Erery article of furniture ia made \>7 \Jafc tewk«t at\a* 
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serTants; and, as used to be the custom in the Dutch settle-* 
ments upon the Hudson, the cobbler and the tinker, and other 
workmen, stop at every house during certain periods of the 
year, and are engaged in repairing and providing the articles 
and utensils appertaining to their craft. The labour of these, 
as almost everything else, is generally paid for in gnun and 
dairy produce. In the interior of Norway, the intervention of 
money is scarcely necessary between man and man. The 
wealth of the country is entirely domestic, and founded upon 
the industry of her fishermen and farmers. A mine of silver 
alone constitutes her mineral wealth, and her only exports 
consist of fish and timber, the latter of which, before the heavy 
duties to favour the Canadian trade, went principally to Eng- 
land. 

"We did not reach the Dovre Fjeld nor Trondjem. All. we 
could do was to sigh our souls that way and trace our steps 
another. From Holmen we returned to Lillehammer. It was 
a Saturday evening when we left the station-house at Moshus. 
We had delayed our departure on account of the excessive heat. 
From the middle of June to the middle of August, the short 
summer in the north more than equals that of the south for 
extreme and continued heat. At nine o'clock in the evening, 
it was as bright as noon-day: but the feeling of the air began 
to be agreeable, and the inmates of the farm-houses assembled 
about the doors of their happy dwellings, to enjoy the refresh- 
ing coolness of the approaching night. The afternoon of 
Saturday is observed in Norway as a portion of the Sabbath, 
just as it is in New England. The observance of Sunday is 
also precisely the same in both these countries; the afternoon 
being a season of gossiping among the old folks, and love- 
making among the young. We passed the Sunday at Lille- 
hammer, and attended the little church, which was crowded 
with people from the neighbouring country. The men were 
dressed in gray suits of homespun, and some of them had the 
briglit red caps which distinguish the men of GuldebranzdaK 
The women wore the short gown and petticoat, a dress common 
to the sex in all the agricultural districts of Europe. Although 
the majority had their horses and carrioles, not a few had 
walked as many as ten miles to be present at the service. 
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. The Lutheran creed prevails in Norwaj without dissent and 
irithout schism, and every adult of intelligence seeks confir- 
mation, not only for its spiritual henefits, but also as an evi- 
dence of his respectability and standing among his fellows. So 
general is this religious influence and feeling, that he who has 
not been confirmed, although he may give evidence, is dis- 
qualified as a witness to be sworn under oath. The employer 
seeks a servant, and the servant seeks a master, among the 
confirmed. Confirmation is supposed to give character and 
fitness to the person hiring and the person being hired. In 
order to be confirmed, it is necessary to pass an examination^ 
which at least proves that the candidate can read, and has been 
carefully instructed in all that relates to the great principles of 
Christian conduct. The examination is public, and in the 
presence of the assembled congregation, and is in itself an 
inducement to the vanity as well as to the interest of those who 
seek instruction or confirmation. 

The little church of Lillebammer is very plain in its external 
and internal appearance. It contains a few gaudy symbols. 
The Lutheran churches in Germany and the North are gene- 
rally so embellished with pictures and other ornaments, that it 
is almost impossible for the English Protestant to distinguish 
them from the Roman Catholic chapels. 

Early the next morning we left in the carrioles, and after a 
long day's ride along the eastern shores of the Myosen, reached 
Smorweken. But it is quite unnecessary to give the details of 
our daily progress. Day after day we saw the same beautiful 
scenes and the same happy people, and witnessed a hospitality 
unknown at this day in any other part of Europe; for we were 
received in every house with kindness, and every one who met 
us upon the road would lift his hat and bow us welcome. 
There is nothing unmannerly about the democracy of Norway. 
In no other region in the world is there more suavity, frank- 
ness, and self-respect. It is the only European country in 
which we found the generous simplicity and noble virtues so 
nearly approaching those which men imagine to have belonged 
to a happier period. As there are few towns or villages in tha 
interior, the solitary farm-house is often both inn and station^ 
Many of these are exceedingly neat and comfortable, and re;* 
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semble, in some particulars, those in the remote parts of Swit- 
zerland. The bread famished the trareller is made of rye^ 
flayoured with aniseed. Besides this, he is served with an 
abundant supply of oat-cake, eggs, fresh trout, soup, potatoes^ 
presenred cherries, and plenty of wild mountain strawberries^ 
cream, milk and butter. At every station, at any hour, morn- 
ing, noon, or night, any quantity of excellent coffee, much 
better prepared than it usually is in the hotels of England or 
the United States, is always ready. 

The use of coffee among the women is as general as the use of 
liquor among the men. Both are taken in immoderate quantities 
by every class of people, and the coffee is said to be worse in its ul- 
timate effects than the brandy. The ordinary liquor of the country, 
a strong, fiery, but pure spirit, is called Finkel, It is distilled in 
every farm-house, from potatoes, and is used the first thing in the 
morning and the last thing at night. It is taken in sickness and in 
health, and is the Norwegian panacea for all the ills of life. On 
every unusual occasion, be it a political celebration, a birthday, 
a marriage festival, or a holiday of any kind, the Norwegian is 
snre to be gloriously drunk. Drunkenness may be said to be 
very usual, and yet habitual drunkards are as few, and as far 
between, as in any other country. French brandy and French 
wines can be obtained in many of the country inns, at as cheap 
a rate as in Paris. The cost of transportation from Havre to 
Christiania, is less than the cost of carriage from Havre to 
Paris; and the import duties at Christiania are less than the 
octroi at the gates of Paris. The Norsemen are enormous 
eaters. Four, and frequently five meals a-day, with sweet 
soups and highly flavoured dishes, taken at intervals, are not 
unusual; and yet dyspepsia, and complaints resulting elsewhere 
from such a diet, are almost unknown in Norway. This may 
be because of the great amount of exercise taken by the people. 
They are a stout and athletic race, and retain all the daring and 
cfcivalry of those sires, who, as the men of Normandy, were the 
Itloved of the lion-hearted Richard. 

The expense of living at the inns in the interior is very 
^mdrrr*""* • not more than two shillings per diem; but rapid 
^mwtiiiBg will he found expensive, as t\ie YAy^ oi \vot^%^ «aji 
aad the pay of couriers and post-maateia, \a \a5%^% 
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CHAPTER n. 

NarwegUHL Hos^tality-— Mountain Scenery — Climate— Boatmen— - 
Soldiers— The Falls of the Glommen. 

The drire from Blenj to Hannefost, which latter place is a 
few miles from the smith-western side of the Myosen lake, is 
through a country that will answer the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of those who seek £[>r the sublime and beautiful in Norway. 
The road, leaving the fields and farms of the yalley, crosses- 
mountain after mountain, and presents at eveiy turn every 
variety of prospect, from the cultivated hills and dales which 
are seen below, to the snow-covered summits of the Hardanger 
Fjeld, which rise beyond. Nothing is so exhilarating as the 
mountain-drives in Norway. The roads among the dark, pine- 
forests, and beside of the dashing torrents^ are excellent, and 
free from the obstructions likely to overturn or break the rickety 
but comfortable old carriole provided for the traveller. The 
Norwegian horse climbs the steep ascent with ease and rapidity, 
and descends the long hills with a celerity to which the unac- 
customed may object, but will object in vain. It is the custom 
to go down at full speed, and nothing can stop the impetuous 
progress of the steed. Once, when descending in this way, one 
of the wheels of the conveyance of a companion was broken into 
splinters, and he himself thrown out; but he was little injured, 
and this unusual accident resulted only from the extreme 
antiquity of the vehicle. 

The village of Hannefost consists of three or four houses, near 
a beautiful fall of water. The river is broken in many places 
with rapids, and immense quantities of timber, cut in the forests 
npcn its margin, are thrown in and carried by the current into 
the fiord. Troat and salnnm are very abundant, many of them 
weighing more than fifteen pounds. Fly-^shing is little prac- 
tised by the Norwegians. They use the ordinary tackle and 
bait, and are very successful with fikea and snares. Twenty 
miles to the westward of Hannefost \a liifc fecift. «xA^^^rVsRs^«!v 
cfSmdsYoid, It h at the ba«e o£ t\ie Otfs^w^^Kia^^®^^ 

i 
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on the mountain itself are some of the finest points of riew in 
Norway. One of these, called the King's yiew, is considered 
the best. This magnificent prospect embraces a great extent of 
country, diversified with hill and plain, lake and forest, fields 
and farms, and beyond them are the dark outlines of the Gousta 
Fjeld, whose summits, at this season, were white with snow. 
The mountain scenery in Norway, in many of its features, 
resembles the Alps of Styria and the Tyrol, more than those of 
Switzerland. It is rather picturesque than grand. The broad 
deep yalleys of unequalled verdure are watered with silver 
streams; the swelling ridges of the hills are clothed with trees 
of various foliage, and high upon the mountain-side rise forests 
of fir and pine. But the glaciers and the lochs, the narrow 
defiles and the naked peaks of the higher Alps, are not seen in 
Norway. From the mountain we went to Jonsrud, about twelve 
miles to the north-west of Christiania; and thence onwards 
Asker, along the shores of one of the charming bays of the fiord. 

The climate of Norway is by no means so severe as that of 
Sweden, or the countries in the same latitude to the east of the 
Baltic. That of Christiania is milder than that of Berlin or 
Warsaw. The cold air of Siberia, wafted by the east winds 
across the vast plains of Russia, and across the Baltic upon 
Sweden, does not pass the Dofrines. Trees which grow in no 
other part of the world beyond 60°, flourish in Norway at 59°. 
The winters are very long, but after the snows have fallen, the 
weather though quite cold, is steady, bracing, and agreeable. The 
bouses are well warmed, and colds and coughs almost unknown. 

The ride to Drammen was very beautiful, even more so than 
any that had preceded it. Nothing in the north can be com- 
pared with the country in this part of Norway. The landscape 
is enchanting; the appearance of the fields and farms superb^ 
and an air of comfort and propriety quite unsurpassed, pervades 
the whole district which skirts the shores of the Christiania 
fiord. Not far from Drammen is the Paradise Hill, (an eleva- 
tion which commands the vale of Lier, and the circumjacent 
country,) presenting beneath the summer sun the richness and 
glowing beauty of the Italian landscape. The beech, the elm, 
and the oak, mingled their various foliage, near fie\da o^ ^^^vc\> 
^odgardeMia filled to profusion with fruits and. fLowwa* ¥twcw 
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Drammen, another'day's drive, — (throughfertile valleys, chequered 
with fields and farms, and along lakes formed by the inlets of 
the fiord, and bounded by mountains whose sides rise up pre- 
cipitately, much like the pallisades upon the Hudson) — took 
us to the village or town of Holmenstrand upon the fiord. If 
there is any thing in Holmenstrand worthy particular observa* 
tion, it is simply its pretty situation and exceeding cleanliness. 
The houses are of wood, very small, well-painted, and have the 
same neatness so remarkable in Norwegian dwellings. Curtains 
of unimpeachable whiteness adorn the windows, and flower- 
stands containing rare shrubs and plants stand beside the doors: 
while many other, the evidences of thrift and refinement, are 
afforded, which prevail among the fishermen and boatmen who 
like at Holmenstrand. 

Thence we crossed the fiord, in whose transparent waters we 
saw vast shoals of fish. In some parts of this country, fresh 
beef is seldom obtained, but the variety and abundance of fish 
more than compensates for this deficiency, and the health and 
strength of the Norwegians would seem to indicate it as a supe- 
rior diet. We landed at Tranwic, where we procured horses to 
Delinen, a solitary farm-house. Though Delinen stood alone, 
it was by no means deserted ; for a regiment of infantry on the 
way to Fredrickshall (the fortress where Charles the Twefth ter- 
minated his adventurous career), had halted near it to take their 
noonday meal. Their arms were stacked in a line before the 
farm-house ; the men, in blue uniforms, were scattered about in 
groups, and great activity was manifested by those whose duty 
it was to provide for the hungry army. The officers had taken 
possession of the larger rooms in the building, and a table was 
already prepared in one of them when we entered. The in- 
mates of the house were altogether too much occupied to listen 
to our requests for refreshment. In vain we tried to interrupt 
the passage of the women from th6 kitchen to the dining-room. 
They hurried about with knives and forks and dishes, as 
if they were distracted, and all the efforts of the descendant of 
the sea-kings to obtain a hearing, proved in vain. The unex- 
pected arrival of the military had taken the farmer and his 
f^miljr hy suquise; and the transition icom ^^ \MS«as^ o^'^'^^ 
/he premises, to the diin and confusvou xAivc^i tslW ^x«^«^^% 
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seemed to have dfsordered the senses of the inhahitants. We 
left therefore for Sartfoss, twenty miles beyond. The country 
we now passed was very lerel and sandy, and produced 
immense crops of potatoes, which were principally used for dis* 
tillation. 

From llie little inn, which is one of the three or four houses 
of Sartfoss, we went to the cataract of Halfslun, one of the 
finest, if not the very finest cataract in Europe. The whdle 
volume of the Olommen, the largest river in Scandinavia, here 
falls seventy feet, and foams and roars in the abyss below wilh 
tremendous fury. But the rocks around it, disfigured with 
hideous-looking saw-mills, and stripped of trees, present an un- 
pleasant aspect and injure the effect. From Halfslun we 
pursued our way through the same sandy country to the town of 
Moss on the Christiania fiord. We met many people upon the 
road, and learned that a wedding-party had called the gentry of 
the country to ^the little town of Moss. . A number of ladies 
passed us, some on horseback, and others in carrioles. One of 
the latter vehicles was dijfferent in construction from any we had 
seen. An elevated seat was placed behind, so that the servant 
could drive, if necessary, without incommoding the perscm in 
front. It was a lady^s carriole. As a general rule, the ladies 
of Norway take the reins. Moss is situated on the eastern side 
of the fiord. A creek passes through it and turns more than 
twenty saw-mills. The fine forests of fir in the immediate 
vicinity afford an almost inexhaustible supply of timber* 
American ships coming in ballast from the Baltic frequency 
«top here and take in deals, whidh are carried to Dieppe or 
Havre. 



CHAPTER ni. 



Norwegian Liberty — Constitution — Laws — Schools — Elections — The 

Storthing. 

Ever since the Union of Calmar, in the fourteenth century, 

the Norwegians had lived beneath the gentle sway of ^the 

(Danish princes. Even when the Kings of Denmark became ab- 
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'soiute, ittd ezsercised despotic power in Denmark, the Norwe* 
^iaxiB retained the ample laws and liberties of primeyal times, 
as e^ressed in the code of Magnus the Seventh, a king of the 
thirteenth century. At a very early .period, and long before the 
emancipation of the serfs of Denmark, a digest of the ancient 
common-law, called the N<nrway law, and embracing all the 

- great maxims of Norwegian liberty, was compiled by the Danii^ 
legislator Griefyfeld, at the command of Christian the Fifth. 
By these laws, the rights of prop^ty and of person, — sudbi as 
haye been the rights of the Norsemen from time immemmal, 
and such as were their rights when the pec^le of the rest ef 
£urope were subjected to i^e feudal vassalage of the middle 
ages, — were recognized and acknowledged* Among these was 
the trial by jury, unquestionably of Norwegian origin; and the 
ndal system of holding lands, which does not admit of the alie- 
nation of ike fre^old without the right of redemption by the 
heir for seyesal generations, nor hold to the fines and services of 
the feudal tenures. These laws were in operation in Norway, 
when Great Britain offered her as a propitiatory gifib to the 
King of Sweden. As the charter of Christian Fifth of D^i- 
mark, would not be binding on Charles John of Sweden, or 
«ny other monarch to whom their allegiance would be trans- 
ferred, they resolved to secure and perfect their liberties by a 
constitution* The delegates to the convention summoned for 
this purpose met on the tenth of April, 1814. On the twelfith, 

' a committee was appointed to prepare it. This committee 
xeported the next day. On the thirtieth it was adopted by the 
convention, and on the sixteenth of May following, was ratified 
by the people, — a dispatdi certainly worthy ihe imitation of 
constitution-makers in other parts of the world. This constitu- 
tion was accepted by the King of Sweden. It maintains the 
ancient and fundamental institutions of the country, provides for 
the making and framing of the laws by the people, the liberty 
of the press, and the fireedom of discussion. 

The Stordiing is elected every three years, — ^^it assembles stto 
jure^ and not by the royal proclamation. It takes the initiative 
in making laws, regulates the currency, taxes, revenues, and ex- 
penditure of govemraenit, and exercises all the powers necessary 

•for m complete administration of the affairs of the country. Hie 
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Slorthin^ immediatelj after it asembles, elects a president and 
chooses from among its meml>en one-fourth of the whole hodjto 
constitute an npper hoose or Senate, which exercises jndicial 
functions in cases of impeachment. The remainder constitate 
the lower house or chamber of deputies. A measure proposed 
and passed in the lower house, is sent to the Senate for confirm- 
ation or amendment, as in other bodies thus constituted. After 
it has receired the sanction of both houses, it requires the as- 
sent of the King to become law. If the rojal assent be refused, 
the next Storthing maj adrocate and confirm the same measure, 
and the King roaj again refuse his assent ; — ^but if a third Stor- 
thing shall pass it, then it becomes a law, notwithstanding the 
Teto of his Majesty to the contrary. Ererj Norwegian wbo is of 
age, who is a tax-payer, or who is the owner of a freehold worth 
one hundred and fifty dollars, and who is not a courtier or office 
holder, or disabled by mental infirmity, or incapacitated because 
of a conyiction or imprisonment for an offence against society, is 
entitled to elect and to be elected. The country is dirided into 
electoral districts, and the electors are registered in each district. 
Erery three years the yoters assemble in some conyenient place, 
and out of eyery hundred a delegate is chosen to attend the con- 
yention of the delegates of the district, who choose from among 
themselyes as many members as the district may be entitled to 
send to the Storthing. The working of this constitution has been 
all that could be desired. Beneath its influence, the progress 
and improyement of the country, and the amelioration of the 
condition of the people, is beyond ail precedent in European 
history. 

When Norway and Denmark were separated, the former 
assumed a fair proportion of the public debt, the accumulated 
burden of ages of extrayagant expenditure. In the short period 
of thirty-three years, Norway jhas nearly paid off her portion 
of this debt. Her people haye been relieyed from grieyous 
taxation, while Denmark has done nothing to ^minish the 
taxes or to husband the reyenue, with a yiew to the extinction 
of the public burdens. In Norway proyision has been made for 
the general diffusion of common-school education. Eyery difr- 
trjct has its school-house and its teacher, and at \\i\% ^im^ xftt^ 
^fr Norwegians could be found wlio cannot lea^ ttiA -^roSft* 
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One of the most important laws made by the Storthing after the 
establishment of the constitution, provided for the abolition of 
all hereditary titles of nobility. Owing to the division of the 
estates according to the udal system, the aristocracy have neyer 
assumed any importance, or exercised any influence in Norway. 
The descendants of the sea-kings, and of the progenitors of some 
of the great Norman families of France and Great Britain, can 
still be found in the country, but they are generally peasant 
proprietors, without wealth and without pretension. The Stor* 
thing, therefore, could not have been induced to make any law 
touching those titles already in being, because of any real or 
supposed injury resulting therefrom, but because of the danger 
which might arise from the future creation of an aristocracy by 
the King, who might possibly exercise a controlling influence in 
the country, by the issue of letters patent of nobility. As it 
was, his Majesty Charles John, evinced the most decided hos- 
tility to the proposed law* Twice he used the veto, and when 
the third Storthing was about to pass the measure, the King 
repaired in person to Christiania with a large force, for the pur- 
pose of overawing the members of the Legislature, and defeating 
this impotant measure. This was a moment of great excite- 
ment. The constitution was threatened with violation, and 
Norway was on the verge of a civil war. But the Storthing was 
undismayed, and titles of nobility were for ever abolished in the 
land of Norway. The victory was complete. The last of the 
barons was burie'd in 1842, and since that time not a baron has 
been seen in Norway. About the same period, the democracy 
of the north decided that no Jew should touch the soil of their 
native country; but whether this was a hint to the Jews in 
general, or to Charles John in particular, — whether it looked to 
the safe-keeping of the silver mines of Kongsberg from the sup- 
posed avarice of the one, or suggested the preservation of the 
Government patronage from the rapacious hands of the other, 
does not fully appear. 

The Norwegians say that the form of their government is 
mnch more democratic, and much more advantageous than that 
of the United States. It is necessary to be a native of the 
country^ a tax-payer or a freeholder, ani '^xo^fei^'^ x^^'8Xsx't^^\.^ 
be entitled to exercise the privilege of an Atc\.oi. Tafe'fefc o^^^- 
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ficsitigot are coDiidered to be the primaiy demests m a icpiib- 
Ikaa form, and abiolutelj necessajj for the preMrmtiai and 
pvrky of democratic institutions. Thej say timt if tfe Swedes 
were permitted to come and TOte in Norway, that "Namj 
would soon be reduced to the state and goTemment of Sweden; 
tJMt a stranger cannot be a proper judge of what is right and 
proper for the country; that the property qualification is merely 
nominal, just enough to excite to industry, and such as any man 
who is not an idler or a vagabond can earn between one dectifln 
and another; and that the register is an additJoaraaJ aafe g aa id to 
the rirtue and purity of the ballot. 

These simple restrictions, and the electioii of ddegates from 
the body of the people, who again choose firom among them- 
selres the members of the Storthing, are supposed to be suffi- 
cient to guard against corruption, and to contain the essen ti al 
elements of the success and durability of their goremmoit. The 
great democratic feature of their constitution is .thought to con- 
sist in the election of the upper house or Senate, from among 
the members of the Storthing or whole body of representatiTes, 
ooming directly from the people. In this respect, they consider 
their institutions are more democratic than those of the United 
States, where a Senate, an entirely distinct and separate body, 
chosen for a longer term and in a different manner than the 
representatives of the lower house, exercise a conservative 
and controlling influence in the executive and legislative 
branches of the government. A gentleman of decided ability, 
formerly governor of Stockholm, and subsequently employed 
in an eminent civil capacity, whose opinion is entitled to 
respect, expressed to the >vriter his sincere belief that the Nor- 
wegian constitution was better adapted to a republican govern- 
ment than any which had ever previously been made. lie 
considered the very fact of the King of Sweden being the here- 
ditary chief or president of Norway, as especially fortunate and 
beneficial to the country, inasmuch as the King possessed no 
influence which could be injurious to that country; while on the 
other hand, Norway was saved from the immoral tendencies, 
the violence, intrigue, selfishness, and corruption which, he sup- 
posed, must more or less attend the election of a chief magistrate 
from the body of the people. 
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The administration of the civil law in Norway is most admi- 
rably contriyed. In every school district, the freeholders elect a 
Justice of the Court of Reconciliation. Every law-suit must 
first be brought before this Justice, and by the parties in person, 
as no lawyer or attorney is allowed to practise in this court. 
The parties state their mutual complaints and grievances at 
length, and the Justice carefully notes down all the &cts and 
statements of the plaintiff and defendant, and after due con- 
sideration, endeavours to arrange the matter, and proposes for 
this purpose, what he coninders to be perfectly just and £ur. 
If his judgment is accepted, it is immediately entered in the 
court above, which is a Court of Record; and if it is appealed 
firom, the case goes up to the District Court, upon the evidence 
already taken in writing, by the Justice of the Court of Recon- 
ciliation. No other evidence is admitted. If the terms pro- 
posed by the Justice are pronounced to be just, the party appeal- 
ing has to pay the costs and charges of the appeal. This system 
of minor courts prevents much unnecessary, expensive, and 
vexatious litigation. The case goes up from court to court 
upon the same evidence, and the legal argument rests upon the 
same i^ts, without trick or circumlocution of any kind from 
either party. There is no chance for pettifoggers, — the banditti 
of the bar. Poor, or rich, or stupid clients cannot be deluded, 
nor Judge or Jury mystified by the skill of sharp practitioners 
in the courts of law in Norway. More than two-thirds of the 
suits commenced are settled in the Court of Reconciliation, and 
of the remaining third not so settled, not more than one-tenth 
are ever carried up. 

The Judges of the Norwegian courts are responsible for errors 
of judgment, delay, ignorance, carelessness, partiality, or pre- 
judice. They may be summoned, accused, and tried in the 
Superior Court, and, if convicted, are liable in damages to the 
party injured. The bench and the bar are distinguished for 
integrity and learning. They have great influence in the com- 
munity, and the country appreciates the many benefits which 
have resulted firom their virtue and their wisdom. 
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tfji^lU'iibuig— ^jotha Cunal — ^Falls of 

lloll — A Hoosier. 

A 'I hlnHHf w<f iiutt the Htcamcr coming down tlie fiord £nm 
^'luibiiitniu; (lUmimiud the descendant of the ae m l dagBf and 
bidding iMlitm to the |de(iHant hind of Norwaj, took piwiigr to 
iioth.'iiiiur^. Oottenhurg in one of those dull and nxiutcreit- 
iiig ii\iun% tiiut have hut little claim upon the attention of the 
irnvttlUtv, It is snid to have been once a town of conBdesaUe 
commercial importance, and contains some good streets and 
finit houses, which look as if they may have been tlie rendeooe 
of u thriving race of merchants. 

Ho we hastened on hoard the steam-packet, the Admiral Ton 
iluti'ii, hound for Stockholm. This boat was exceedingly an- 
i-'omloituhh; ill point of accommodation. The cabins, foie-and- 
itt'iy wt'.ii*. uuuiW and misi^-ahly contrived, and deficient in the 
ihuai oidiimry iirti<;i(tH of convenience and omamenL The 
t'u^tm in ih<i uiorn of the Admiral Von Platen, a warm, badly 
ln/UiiA, and hiidly v<*ntihited apartment, contained the bertha^ 
littj*', jiiiM'ow, ':ontnu:ted !)eds of torture, hardly wide enough or 
loii(( Miouf^h U> contain the person of a pigmy. The fore cabin, 
iiothififi^ nioie than a good-sized pantry, was reserved as ares- 
liiuiniti find kitchen. 'J'wo or three chairs and tables were 
arowtU^A in the middhi of it for the travellers^ some of whom 
mtrt' nohh;ni<?n and hidies of the Swedish Court, and who break* 
ffist^-d, din<;d and supped upon such fare, as would perfectly 
JKit J ^fy th<; craring of those adventurers who seek for something 
out of the utnml line of edibles. Never before had we beheld 
nff indes/;ribable a compound of sweet and sour ; so singular a 
combination of color, taste and smell ; so curious a mixture of 
fluid and S'ilid matter, as that on board the Admiral Yon 
TlaUai, The very water seemed impregnated with mineral 
solutions ; and the rye bread was black with aniseed and other 

iii»tarei« 
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Soon after leaving Gottenburg we passed the rapids at Lilla 
Edet, and in the afternoon reached the great locks, made to 
avoid the falls of Trolhaetta. The most important, the only 
great difficulty in making the canal of Gotha, ^vas that attend- 
ing the circumnavigation of these falls, and the ascent and 
descent of an elevation of more than one hundred and fifty 
feet. For this purpose, a series of locks and a canal have been 
constructed, to avoid the falls and the impetuous current of the 
river Gotha. 

The falls are the only serious impediment to the free naviga- 
tion from the North Sea to the Baltic; for Nature, by a chain of 
rivers and lakes, has connected the eastern and ^vestem coasts 
of Sweden. To overcome this impediment was a matter of 
great importance to the country, and the attention of the 
Swedish monarchs was directed to the subject at an early period. 
After several fruitless attempts to surmount the difficulty, Gus- 
tuvus Third succeeded in finishing this great work, which, 
although not entitled to the extravagant praises which have 
been bestowed upon it, is nevertheless, most creditable to the 
age in which it was accomplished. The channel, which was 
excavated from the solid rock at an almost incredible expense, 
is altogether too narrow to be used as a ship canal. In conse- 
quence of this unfortunate defect, the navigation of these inland 
seas must be confined to a very inferior class of vessels. The 
falls of Trolhaetta are considered the finest in Europe. The 
Lake Wenner has forced a passage, and escapes through a chan- 
nel worked in the body of the solid rock. This is the head of 
the fall; from this point the dashing waters leap from rock to 
rock, in a prolonged and broken cataract, nearly a mile in 
length. The bold and weH-defined outlines of the naked hills 
of stone, the broken crags and precipices supporting stunted 
and blasted firs, and the universal barrenness and sterility of all 
around this magnificent fall of water, give it a cold and savage 
beauty, which partakes more of the grand than the picturesque. 
It has many beauties all its own, but we thought it wanted 
breadth and volume to equal the falls we had seen upon the 
Glommen. An American will find little in either to answer 
the expectations that have been excited by the glowing descrip- 
tions of travellers. If he has seen those of the Niagara and the 
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Passaic, he will find nothing in Scandinayia which will suiprise 
or please him in the way of waterfiills. He will find more to 
admire in those of Terni or of Tiroli, than in all those of the 
North. 

The time occupied in the passage of the locks enables the 
passenger to spend several hours on shore. There are many 
saw-mills upon the Trolhaetta, and near by, a Tillage of seyeral 
hundred inhabitants principally employed in the timber trade. 
The country about is covered with hillocks of granite and 
gneiss, with small patches of soil between, which are carefblly 
cultivated. The cottages are small and painted red ; the peopte 
are neatly dressed ; all appeared in favor of a very poor country, 
except the beggars, who beset our path and asked for money. 
Many of these were well clad and hearty, and played the 
pauper very badly, and quite unnecessarily. The asking of 
alms is a trade in many European countries, and among the 
children in a poor community is engendered by example and 
confirmed by habit. The day after leaving Trolhaetta, we 
entered the Wenner Lake. Skirting the islands, the mountain 
shores, and the castled eminences of this land-locked sea^ we 
passed the little canal of Westgotha, to enter upon the Lake 
Wetter, another vast link in the chain of the internal naviga- 
tion of Sweden. Crossing to the eastern side of this, we 
entered the canal of Ostgotha, and descended through a series of 
locks^ into the small Lake of Boren. We were detained aome 
time in the passage of the locks, and as the hour was late, the 
captain determined to remain at anchor for the balance of the 
nighi. Although there was scarcely an hour of daikness at this 
s«sifion» the boat was always stopped about nine o'clock, becasse 
of ihe supposed danger c^ the naTigation during the obscoiitj 
tkas prevailed toward midnight. 

Os this pankrukir occasion we did not regret the ddar, inas- 
m^-& afes^ we managed to pass the evening quite as i«neeahlT as 
wv^ cvn£^ Ibaiv done on KMurd the Admxnd Voa Pfa^eii. We 
wiKu ss Z2s^ piAint the ps»tke«4>k^t tVvva $«MclLboba. whkb was 
a]»c> az>xmi «> the sitcffe w:^nl t^ HMmis^. Slie was ctowded 
laisot ^iftssmflSHR;*. aaii tike luc5!,^ala^^lb£1^ w^as aauna:e4 with the 
I wai i Ji kV Wf » luse VfKnnr <Nf t&;jkTyj»K^ Hmo^^ it howeaae^ to 
)» % 16^ dq^ aal »»( i£*f fiMmmcriMr t^ l a ti^lA i wuth ^aid ia 
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their best attire, had assembled to witness the arriral of the 
boats. We visited the old stone church of Yretakloster ; con- 
structed very much like those sacred edifices built at a rerj 
early pwiod in England. The path to it lay through fields of 
grain, aod meadows sparkling with wild flowers. A quiet 
iarm-house lay here and there, and a range of hills bounded the 
distaitt horizon. The church is very small and of great age. It 
oontains many tombs, which are said to conceal the ashes of 
several ancient, petty kings. The sepulchre of a family of the 
Douglas is ^ere* It is Mmamented with the arms and banners 
t>f that fisimous race, whose valour is so conspicuous on the page 
of Scottish history. The Douglas who lies buried in the church 
of Yretakloster, left his country to enter the service of Gustavus 
Adolphus. His gallantry was rewarded with the approbation of 
the sovereign, and the hand of the heiress of the estates of Yre- 
takloster. The most distinguished names of Scotland are found 
in Sweden. Numbers of warlike and mercenary chiefs, driven 
hj feud or famine from the borders, and captivated with 
the &ne, or allured by the promises of the Swedish monarchs, 
settled in the couijitry with their retainers. In the early part 
of the seventeenth century, one body of these Dalgetty warriors 
about three thousand in number, under the command of Lord 
Sinclair, landed in Norway, with the intention of crossing the 
country into Sweden, and joining the banners of the Lion of the 
.North. Their excesses aroused the ire of the Norwegians, and 
they were attacked among the mountains, routed, and slain. 

The reflections exdted at the tomb of Douglas were soon lost 
in the more amusing scenes which awaited us in another quarter. 
We were informed that the peasantry were assembled at a 
merry-making in a neighbouring bam, whither we repaired to 
witness the rustic dance of Sweden. The men in round-a-bout 
jackets, breeches of gray cloth, white or blue woollen stockings, 
and very thick and heavy shoes, and the women in queer white 
icaps and long gowns, were dancing to the music of their own 
voices. They cc^ered and laughed like overgrown children, 
but wiih the exception of a few who had been drinking freely, 
were exceedingly well* behaved. In the midst of a dance which 
seemed quite tame for the want of instrumental music, we were 
jmrprised at ihe [entrance of a tail handsome person with a 
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violin. His entrance was greeted with applause, and amidst 
the clapping of hands and the cheering of the ccnnpany, he 
tuned up a forlorn old instrument horrowed for the occasioii from 
a neighbouring farmer. The volunteer fiddler was a Hoosier from 
Indiana — had arrived in the boat from Stockholm; was unac- 
companied l>y any living mortal of his acquaintance; was en- 
tirely ignorant of any language except the English; but was 
nevertheless^ the favorite of everybody in the party, and per- 
fectly delighted with every thing he saw. His fiddle being 
tuned, he struck up some airs never probably heard before in 
the land of the Goths and Vandals. They seemed at first 
altogether unsuited to the measure of the Swedish country 
dance, a mongrel between the waltz and polka; but by dint of 
trying, the whole company were soon in full and successful 
movement, to the bewitching sounds of " Old Dan Tucker." It 
was a scene ludicrous beyond description, — the musician him* 
•elf leading the dance, and the whole assembly following with 
an ardor that threatened to shake down the rafters of the build- 
ing. Our versatile countryman, in defiance of his inability to 
understand or make himself understood, managed to appear 
the most agreeable of men, and to win the most regards from 
the fair-haired and fair-complexioned damsels. We met him 
afterwards at Paris, a favourite in the most refined society of 
Europe. 

The long summer twilight was on the wane when we left 
this scene of mirth to retire to the boat, and a few hours after- 
wards, we were oflF again upon our journey in the broad light 
of day. Passing several small and very beautiful lakes, we 
entered an inlet of the Baltic, upon the eastern coast of Sweden. 
This inlet is inclosed with promontories, and is in appearance, 
the counterpart of the lakes we had already passed. A canal 
admitted us from this inlet to the Malar Lake, the most beau- 
tiful of all these inland seas. It winds among a thousand 
islands, and between the bold and narrow shores for many a 
mile, until it washes the western base of the hills on which is 
built the capital of Sweden. The approach to Stockholm is 
magnificent, unsurpassed perhaps for natural beauty. The city 
itself as seen from the Malar Liike, does not -i^x^^eviV. wR.vsa.- 
posing aspect; but for beauty of situation, \t \a enWxXfe^ 1^ «^ 
the praiaea the traveller can bestow. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Stockholm — ^Hotels — Royal Palace — Ritterbolm Kirk — The Court and 

People — Opera — ^Jenny Lmd. 

HAViNa passed four days in a voyage which should have only 
taken two, after suffering from had food and had accommodation, 
and the wearisome and unnecessary delay so usual in travelling 
upon the Continent, we landed in the Swedish capital. After 
passing the usual custom-house and police formalities, that is to 
say, having paid the ofl&cers to spare us all further trouble, we 
went in search of a hotel. But no such establishment, according 
to our understanding of that term, could we find in Stockholm. 
Upon every other house we observed the sign ^^ Rtim fur 
rescinde." This we thought to signify *' rum for sale," nor was 
it until nearly exhausted with the fatigue attending a walk 
upon the most excruciating pavements in the world, that we 
were suddenly illuminated with the discovery that Rum fur 
rescinde signified "Rooms to let." We were at a loss no 
longer, for almost every other house had " Rum fur rescinde** 
One of these we entered, a lofty building with hall floors and 
staircases of solid stone. These were carefully chalked, to 
prevent accidents, so smooth and polished is the stone with 
constant use. The chalking is done in some instances with 
considerable neatness, and the passages of the house we entered 
were ornamented with rows of stars and circles. The furniture 
and arrangement of the rooms in these houses are in the French 
style, and we almost fancied we saw some old Parisian acquaint- 
ances from the rue Tronchet^ in the curtains, hangings, and gilt 
decorations of those we occupied. As a general rule the lodger 
is obliged to hire his apartments for a week at a time, and 
resort to some restaurant for his breakfast and other meals; and 
the only reason given for this singular practice is, that a license 
is required to keep a lodging-house and another to keep a 
restaurant; and that the Government refused to ^aat both to 
the same individual without exacting ti \^T^'ft w:w^ ^^ xc^^^nk^ ^^^ 
the privilege. 
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Stockholm was an unimportant city until a recent period. 
The buildings were erected upon piles in consequence of the 
marshy nature of the soil. From this circumstance it was called 
Stockholm, or the Island of Piles. It was not the royal resi- 
dence until the seventeenth century, and owes whatever grandeur 
tuid extent it possesses to the monarchs who have embellished 
it since that time. The streets, with a few exceptions, are very 
narrow, without sidewalks, and so wretchedly paved as to be 
absolutely painful to the pedestrian. They are suited only to 
the wooden shoes and iron heels, whose reverberations are per- 
petual. The buildings, which are lofty, are of stone or brick, 
plastered and whitewashed, and possess no architectural merit 
whatever. The shops, which are very insignificant, occupy 
the basement story, and each flat above contains a different 
family. 

Stockholm is singularly deficient in fine edifices, and would 
be very uninteresting, were it not for the views &om the various 
heights. Then it is that the white mass of houses, churches, 
and palaces, rising amphitheatrically, appears so beautiful. It 
jstands on several islands and peninsulas washed on one side by 
the Malar Lake, and on the other by the Baltic. Both to the 
east and west, the waters are crowded with little fleets of vessels, 
which appear and disappear among the innumerable islands 
scattered in the expanse; while the shores of the «north and 
south, varied with ravines, cliffs, and forests of pine and fir, 
present a prospect as romantic as any in the world. No place 
resembles it in appearance, and yet it recalls the glowing colours 
of the Bosphorus. As New York is to Naples, so is Stockholm 
to Constantinople, The most conspicuous building in the 
capital is the Boyal Palace, finished hj Gustavus the Third. 
This is quadrangular in form, and in the pure Grecian style of 
art. It fronts the Baltic, which is here lined with a granite 
quay, and omame;Qted with a statue of Gustavus the Third by 
SergeL This statue was erected by the people to commemorate 
the victory of that prince over the Russians in 1790. The 
interior of the palace is not remarkable for splendor; the pic- 
tures are very inferior, but the statuary very fine. There are 
. many casts of the antique models which were presented to 
||ta£|iiarles the Eleventh by Louis the Fourteenth; but the prin- 
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dfal part of the cc^ection was purcliaaed bjthe third Gustayus 
during his residence in Italy. This highly-gifted king displayed 
in the selection of these productions, the exquisite taste for 
which he was distinguished. Many of the pieces were taken 
£rom Herculaneum, and cost large sums of money, which ex- 
penditure was a constant source of complaint to the enemies of 
Gustayus. The works of Sergei, however, form the principal 
attraction of the Museum of the Royal Palace. They are the 
pride of the Swedes and are wonderfully fine. His Cupid and 
Psyche, and his Yenus, and many other of his best productions, 
are in this palace. If Sergei had lived in Italy instead of 
Bweden, he would have shared the praises heaped upon Canova. 

One of the most interesting localities in Stockholm, is the 
Bitterholm Kirk, — the church of the Island of the Knights. 
It contains the tombs of the great Gustavus Adolphus, the 
heroic Charles the Twelfth, and other monarchs of the House 
of Yasa. Hundreds of tattered banners, the trophies of suc- 
cessful war, torn from the Russian, the German, and the Spaniard, 
hang from the walls in gloomy grandeur. The armour and the 
bloody suits of C^iarles and of Gustavus, in which they fought 
and fell, are among the other relics of these valiant soldiers. 
Not far from this church is the Ritterhaus, or house of the 
nobles. The walls are filled with the escutcheons and ensigns 
armorial of the Swedish aristocracy, and the body of the hall is 
occupied with the separate seats of the nobles, the clergy, the 
burghers, and the peasants who constitute the estates of Sweden, 
and who assemble here every five years to consider upon the 
afi&irs and the condition of the country. 

The number of nobles alone who are entitled to vote exceeds 
twelve hundred^ as these are only the heads of the noble fiunilies 
of Sweden, some idea may be formed of the immense number 
of persons who claim the privileges and the rank of blood and 
birtii. The Swedish Government, like most other governments, 
was originally fcnmed upon the representative system. Although 
the people were represented, and the house of the peasants 
c<mstituted one of the estates, many of tibe Swedish monarchs 
have been almost absolute; a circumstance which teaches us 
how materially the practice of government may differ from ks 
theory, and how much more real freedom is dependent on the 
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InipWif^f.nca ntid virtue of the people, than vpm die 
of t1i«i tonfttitiition. At the end of the last ce niar t 
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Ih/* Tliird, who coimidcred it ^the greatest honoiir to be tk 
funi eifixf ri of n free people," took adranta^ of the anndh} 
^h\v]\ prnrnilrd ntnong the different orders of the estatei^ 
tnufin^f'd to ii1»ri(1g(! tlic power of the diet, and build np a 
f(ori*rii incut (juito (iifupotic in form and character. Beniadotte 
wlicri f'lioNrn king was oY>ligcd to renew some of the rights and 
f»rivilr^f«N (»r tin* OHtuteii, but these are so few or so unimportant, 
%\% ((» lin of very liltli* consequence, inasmuch as no hiwcanhe 
tniMli* uiihcHit tho snnction of the King. 

'I'll id oM hull of \\\vi knights is iissocinted with some of Ae 
%\uM frIorloiiM mcnioricH in Swedish history. Chutams Van, 
iilh'r lhi« lihrrii(i(»n of his country, entered this hall in triumph 
imkI \si\% ilrrlnHMl King, amidst the joyful acclamations of the 
i«MliilrN. Thin was tho hcmmic of the last and affectionate inter- 
i^in^v III' OunImviu Adolphus with his subjects, preceding his 
ih«)»tirtiin« (or ihn niomorahh} war which he conducted; it wit- 
IM'ummI mImo fhi* r)(*rli(in of Christina, his infant daughter, who 
WiiN hiiilnl an fho innign and successor of her mighty father, 
iIiumI in Him ficlil of Imlzcn. It is a noble old hall, thronged with 
iniitioiliil I'rniiiiiHriMircN, tho rosting-place of the spirit which 
iii'oiidi'il iiftil aniiiiiil(Ml ili(* princes of Germany in the evan- 
l^^lirai union aguinNt llio Iniporialists, — a spirit triumphant in 
th" War of 'I'liirty YoarH, which confirmed the rights of Pro- 
U*.kU\\\iHy and first rcrognizcid tho balance of European power, 
\ty tho uoltlcmont and poace of "Westphalia in 1648. Few 
cajiiialN in the world are more interesting in historical associa- 
tion, — lew countries whose history is more romantic. The 
virtues and the valour of the early princes of the House of 
VaNa arc easily rcinembered beside their tombs, and naturally 
awaken a sympathy for their unfortunate and banished children. 
It is as easy to account for the inconsistency of men as the 
ingratitude of nations; and it is in vain that we try to reconcile 
the presence of a king, who is an alien by blood and birth, 
and a stranger to the language, religion, and the customs of 
the country. It would be idle to search for the great prin- 
ciples of public or private right which followed the transfer 
of the Swedish crown. Sweden lost the line of kings whose 
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names are interwoven with her fame, without a single benefit 
in return for so great a sacrifice. A foreigner, a soldier of 
fortune, and a disciple of the Church of Rome, filled the throne 
of the martial monarchs, the champions of the Reformation. 

Bemadotte, for by this name Charles the Fourteenth will be 
always known, was by no means popular. His administration 
of the goyemment was, however, generally beneficial, and his 
conduct always marked by the great sagacity for which he was 
distinguished. The stories told of his avarice, may have origi- 
nated from the unostentatious simplicity of his manners, which 
were formed in the camp, and unaccustomed to the expenditure 
and display of royalty. 

The manners of the Swedish court in the reign of Charles the 
Eleventh, were modelled after those which prevailed at Ver- 
sailles in the time of his contemporary Louis the Fourteenth ; 
and if the open frivolity and licentiousness, which distinguished 
the courtiers of that age, can be said to prevail at present 
in any capital in Europe, it is Stockholm. The example 
of the higher is always imitated by the lower orders in society, 
and the population, — (the Lutheran population of Stockholm,) — 
equals, if it does not surpass, that of Vienna, in careless gaiety 
and ceaseless dissipation. All the sons of noblemen inherit 
alike the titles of the father, and the number of the idle young 
gentlemen who frequent the capital and hang about the Cour^ 
is almost incredible. Many of them poor and worthless, but 
they derive a certain consequence and much consolation, from 
the deference paid to birth. They maintain the measured 
courtesies and exact all that is due to rank, with great particu- 
larity. The same ceremonious air and stiff observance of 
etiquette is more or less perceptible in the manners of the 
people. The polite address of the Swedes was noticed by 
Voltaire, who was pleased to call them the French of the North. 
An arrival or leave-taking is greeted with bows innumerable, 
and a stranger in the country is very apt to be surprised with 
the profusion of compliments and civilities he receives from 
those whom he never saw before, and may never see again. 
Beneath these forms of complaisance, the utmost indifference 
exists, and under the appearance of self-respect, the most awful 
depravity of manners. Although there is nothing in the 
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slightest degree improper in the public deportment of the 
people, the reports of the police rereal the tact^ that more than 
one-half of the children bom in Stockholm are illegitimate. 

The inhabitants of Stockholm are a remarkably handsome 
race. The men excel in stature and manly beauty, and wear a 
mustache almost white and perfectly in keeping with the light 
hair and light eyes of the north. The women are surpassingly 
fair and well formed; — the blondes, and blue eyes, and golden 
tresses, incomparable. Besides the titled ladies of the Courts 
the Countesses and Bcuronesses without number, they have in 
Sweden in other degrees, distinguished by other terms. The 
Frau, is a simple lady, — the Frauken, a young lady, — Madame, 
the wife of a tradesmen, — Mademoiselle or Mamzelle^ a trades- 
man'^s daughter; while an upper senrant girl is called a Jomirau, 
and an ordinary one a Flica. The Flicas are the grisettes of 
Stockholm. They serve at the cafes; they wait at the restau- 
raunts and baths; they brush clothes and boots at the maison 
garnie^ and in the streets they are distinguished by the white 
handkerchief, tied neatly and coquettishly upon the head. The 
deer-garden and the King's garden are the fayourite promenades 
of the population. These places are crowded on Sunday, which 
is as much a day of pleasure among the Lutherans of Sweden, 
as it is among the Romans of Austria and Italy. It is alto- 
gether a mistake to suppose, that the disposition for amusement 
is confined to the Roman Catholic population of the Continent. 
In Lutheran countries the same fondness for gaiety preyails, and 
to the same extent. 

The opera-house built by Gustarus the Third, (where many 
of the pieces composed by that accomplished monarch were per- 
formed, and [the scene of the masquerade in which he was 
assassinated,) was open while we were in Stockholm, and Jenny 
Lind, then known as the nightingale of Sweden, was astonishing 
the capital with the extraordinary quality and sweetness of her 
voice. Her Ninetta in La Gazza Ladra was the most exquisite 
performance [we ever heard. It was our good fortune to hear 
this most enchanting songstress warble the plaintive airs of 
Sweden. All the purity and tenderness of a gentle nature, gave 
A? these a Bweetneaa and expression -perfectly rndfewacvhahle. 
^eanjr Lind is now the iirst canlalrke in t\ie YfOx\^, T^j^vsisa, 
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also a Swede, ift the first danseuse. Will the Italians consent to 
heKere that the barbarians of Scandinayia are capable of such 
aehieTements? Science can boast Berzelius^ and literature pre- 
sents manj distinguished names; Geyer and Fryxell are cele- 
braited as the historians of their country, and the amiable 
Bremer, the poets Tegner, and Anacreon Bellman, are writers 
of European reputation. Tegner declared that his ^^Fritheof^* 
and other poems^ which hare been translated into eight different 
languages^ were better rendered by the poet Longfellow, than by 
any other translator.. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Enyiroiis of Stockholm — ^Haga — ^Drotningholm — Gripsholm — Bosenburg 
— .Gustayus Adolphus the Fourth — The Duke of Sudennania — 
Bemadotte. 

The enyirons of Stockholm are very beautiful, and the rides 
to the Tarious seats of royalty in the immediate vicinity, very 
interesting. A mile and half to the north lies Haga, a chateau 
built by Gustavus the Third, and his favourite place of residence. 
It was among the rocks and forests about Haga that this prince 
meditated upon and formed the plan of the revolution of 1772. 
This chateau is small, but beautifully situated; and near it are 
the foundations and lower walls of the immense palace, which 
was in course of erection when he was assassinated. The expense 
attending its construction gave great offence to the nobles, and 
as they were disposed to quarrel with their sovereign, they pre- 
tended to discover, in the thickness of the walls and the depths 
of the vaults, the dungeons and dangers of their order. 

Drotningholm, another royal residence, is about ten miles 
from the capital. The road follows the undulations of the hills, 
and passes by forests of fir, the very silence of which is most 
impressive. As we drove along, the soimd of song came from 
the recesses of the quiet woodland. It approached us gradually, 
until we heard each word of the chorus, and saw at last a band 
of mounted rang&rs issue from biebiiid. \!Iqj& \sLlex^^TASN.^ x^^i<^«&su 
Tbejr did not xegard ii% h«t tbA. offifiei ^W \fc.^ ^^Qfc vsssss?sss:\ 
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and the song, gathered new energy, and his green-dressed horse- 
men joined with new spirit in the native strain. A little beyond 
they disappeared again by a circuitous path, and awoke the 
echoes with a melody which would have delighted the merry 
men of Robin Hood. The troops of Sweden are probably the 
best looking in Europe. The custom introduced into the army 
by Qustavus Adolphus, of praying and singing hynms, is still 
maintained in some branches of the service, and it is not unusual 
to see the soldiers, morning and evening, engaged in their devo- 
tions. The army is principally composed of men furnished from 
the various districts into which the country is divided. The 
owners of a certain quantity of land, called a hemman, are 
obliged to provide a soldier, furnish him a farm, and pay him a 
Stipulated sum of money. During the absence of the soldier in 
time of war, the proprietors of the hemman must attend to his 
farm and family. In the event of his death, they support his 
widow and children; when he is at home, he is obliged to work 
for the ^*ages paid to a common labourer. 

Drotningholm is on the beautiful island of Loson, in the 
Malar Lake. Charles the Eleventh built the palace, and Gus- 
tavus the Third laid out the grounds of this, the Versailles of 
Swtnlen. The palace is large, but has no architectural beauty 
to recommend it. It contains a number of rooms which may 
originally hare been very spendid^ but which are now going to 
ruin for want of ordinarv care. Moth and dust corer and con- 
suuie the rich hiuigings and silken curtains of the royal bed- 
chambers: and the picture and ornaments of the cabinets and 
ante-rvx»ms art' corroded with rust and moisture. There are 
$ome gOiHl paintings and some beautiful mosaics, which should 
be removevl fn>m this no^leeted palace. Among the pictures, 
ar^ wte or two by Wertmxiller. an artist of some celebrity ia 
Swe^len, who sab$e<[tteiitly went to the United States, where he 
let> serv'xiid fine ptviductious. One of the best of these was the 
pn>pem of the lamented Innuin. Several tatbles and vases of lapis 
hs9kii^ the |utes«nts of Kascsaau such as are seen in almost eveiy 
palace in liSourope^ «i« in this desoUte aK>de* Not £ftr tiE»m this 
|4m« is m 9m«Mer4NMni( ia ^ Chinese^ stvle^ It is cvmamented 
mdk Ae Jmniimte tmi atessus pre^enttvl 1F» Ukk ^^^jr^ose^ by 
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. The grounds of Drotningholm, naturally verj beautiful, were 
adorned by Gustarus the Third with groves and gardens after 
the old French metliod. It was here that prince gaye many of 
liis masques and entertainments; and the elevated bank, which 
was the royal hge, — the seats of sod and moss, — and the shrub- 
bery and trees, planted and trimmed in certain shape, still show 
where he had his rustic theatre. The linden alleys and the 
beechen walks, once alive with the voice of festival and the 
whispers of royal love, are now forlorn and out of fashion. The 
statues are blackened and broken with the storms of many 
winters; and the fountains, choked up and dilapidated, have 
long since ceased to play. 

Gripsliolm, on the Malar Lake, is an old e^rOnghold of the 
kings of Sweden; — more like a prison than a palace, for both of 
which purposes it has been used. It was here that Eric the 
Fourteenth, the son of Gustavus Vasa, who reigned in the 
middle of the sixteenth century, imprisoned his brother, and 
was by him in turn imprisoned. The little chambers beneath 
the roof in which they were confined and those in which they 
lived, and many curiosities connected with the early history of 
Christianity in Sweden, are to be seen at Gripsholm. 

Rosenberg is a chateau of the modern kings, and was the 
favourite summer residence of Bemadotte. It is small, and in 
no respect remarkable for splendor. The furniture is old- 
fashioned. In one of the rooms is a small marble bust, the 
work of an Italian, very badly executed, marked "Washing- 
tone,'' and in another quite conspicuous, is the American Decla- 
ration of Independence, with the iac-simile signatures of the 
mgners. The grounds about the chateau are very pretty, run- 
ning to the shores of the Malar Lake, overhung with rocks, and 
cliffs, and grottoes. Rosenberg was the residence of the Duke 
of Sudermania, the arch intriguer and ambitious brother of Gus- 
tavus the Third. Recent investigations have thrown some light 
upon the mysterious events which have agitated Sweden for the 
last fifty years, and have led many to suspect, that this crafty 
prince secretly instigated Ankerstroem to assassinate the King 
his brother. There is no decided proof of thft f^ftt. "N^viW^ 
AnkerstroBm nor any of the associate coiisijjViatbx^ ch^'^ tcisAr. "ncc^ 
declarations which implicated the Duke oi S\A«nxi«BLvai^v£A'^^ 
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tijil) cviiioiiiv of liiii guilt rests upon the singularity of ^^J*" 
duii Hi ilio liiiKsaiia the subsequent exhihition of his tol^^wMi 
of piiiuijili', hid li«viitioU8nes8, and love of power. Joe ^^ 
bolf iv^ciii nt' |]u> kiii)r,l,mi during the minority of ™ ^"*P^ 
uiid wluu i]ic iaiUT htoume of age and ascended the throng tae 
dulvi^ ivUvatcii again to Rosenberg, and prepared the coWT«^ 
l.y wlarh hi<> Ji laiive was iiually deposed and driren ftom m 
lluiiiii! aiitl t'oiiiiiry. _ - a^ 

Al.uM aurilur iiaid Vi'tshed in Sweden orer the tale ottne 
laiblutiiiiir^ uf lluhiauid Atlolphus the Fourth. Exposed at an 
f.iih iij^r to ilio inaliiiou«i d.-sijrns of the aspiring unde; mr- 
1..UI..I..I I.) tlu^ ba.no .libbiiiatta and depraved nobility, who Hatt 
loiir^i.ii.a agaiiiht iliii lilo of the King, his father; hegrwupto 
iuanluM.il uiih fii'lings iialiitlerod by the melancholy reflectiani 
of llii- i».ibi, aiul llu: uiib.'ralild proapeets of the future. He m- 
luv'uvd Hhtbt of ilio \utaes, and few of the abilities of his race. 
AViili liigli piimnplcb of hun.air, great integrity, and rare pmty 
of iliiir.utDr, hii limibiaiil ilio most stubborn and unyielding 
disi>osini>u. Ilu asbaausl ilio divaa and imitated the l>eanng o 
his glial piogouitor, t'liaiK's tbe'lVelfih, and without his capa^ 
*ii\ li» ioiuiauud, ]w |>osM^ssi'd his inordinate obstinacy and 
ihi\ah'u- j.iiao. A gallant soldior, a!id an indifferent general; a 
xiiUh.uj* piiniii! and a bad poliiirian, he was unequal to the ar- 
ouniaianrub of tlu^ liaii's in wWw\\ lio Uvt'd. Allured by Cnthe- 
liur, ami eniMnirai^i'd 1»y Ida umde, \\o visited St. Petersburg to 
adilrrba the Ihu'liohs Alexandra, the grand-daughter of the 
(■zarina. His reception was illustrated with all the splendor of 
the lluasian i\airt. The dignity of his earriage, and the excel- 
lenee of his behavior, were eontrasted with the address of the 
llusbian dukes*, and the youthful duehess was enchanted, and 
confessed her love. The marriajje-eontraot was agreed upon 
with the especial understanding, that a proviso was to be in- 
serted to the effect, that the dueheas should embrace, at least 
ostensibly, the faith of her husband, the Lutheran faith of the 
King and the people of Sweden. The day of the betrothal was 

• The Grand Duke Coustantine behaved so' badly at one of the 
imperial fetes given on this occasion, that Uia grai\d\woV\\eT vksk.e'i Vvvm 
wlili anger, *'Do you know in whose presence you aveV* "Xcs^'' «!iA 
OBostantine, "ia that of the greatest in St. relcrsbwrg.'" 
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at hand, and yet GnstaYUS had not seen the written contract. 
Various excuses were given for the delay, and not long before 
the time appointed for the ceremony, he asked again and again 
to see the contract. He insisted, received it while the empress 
and the court awaited him in the apartment of the throne, and 
discovered almost at the foot of the altar, that it was positively 
stipulated, not only that the Russian duchess, when Queen of 
Sweden, was to maintain the Greek faith and the Greek worship, 
but that he, when King, should enter into an alliance against 
the French. The prince surprised at this, and perceiving how 
nearly he had been duped, instantly resigned all pretensions to 
the lady ; and notwithstanding the remonstrances of his uncle, 
and the courtiers of his suite, who had been seduced with Rus- 
sian gold, retired from the presence and the palace of the 
irritated and disappointed empress, and returned to his country, 
for which he had sacrificed his love and hopes of happiness. 

Gustavus Adolphus always maintained the most determined 
hostility to Napoleon. He would never treat with him or 
notice him in any way, and he resigned the noble orders, and 
threw away the stars and ribbons whenever they were conferred 
upon the Corsican. He refused to the last to join the Conti- 
nental Confederacy formed by the latter, even although his pos- 
sessions were endangered by the refusal; and he maintained his 
nndeviating consistency of conduct in defiance of the laws of 
good policy, the advice of his council, and the loss of the pro- 
vince of Pomerania. To increase his embarrassment, and the 
general discontent, Finland was yielded without a struggle, by 
Swedish traitors in the pay of the Russian Government; — an 
insurrection fomented by Russian gold, broke out among the 
troops upon the frontiers of Norway; and the unprincipled 
nobles, who laughed in Stockholm at the disasters of their 
country, joined with the Duke of Sudermania in a conspiracy to 
depose him. On the morning of the twelfth of March, 1809, as 
he descended the staircase of the Rojal Palace, with the inten- 
tion of departing with his guards to suppress a mutiny of his 
troops, he was met by a band of desperadoes. TVv^ ¥0155.%^'^ 
among them many whom he knew, aivi lecevie^ ^^"^"^^^^ 
^'ends. When they informed him ot t\ve oVi^ec^^ c?L ^^^ ^^^^ 
trusion, Gustavua immediately dre^v Via «wot^. 5^^^^^ ^ 
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united strength, and stood upon his defence. He was sur- 
rounded and overpowered. The Diet was assemhled. The 
crimes and treason of a vicious aristocracy were laid to his 
charge, — he was declared incapable of governing, — he and his 
children were excluded for ever from the throne, and after a 
short confinement at Gripsholm he was permitted to leave the 
country. He refused to take with him, or to accept as a gift, 
the personal property of his family; lived the remainder of his 
days a wanderer, and died miserably poor and magnanimously 
proud, in a little village among the mountains of Switzerland. 
His son, hoAvever, received the wealth his father refused to 
enjoy, and lives at Vienna. 

The Duke of Sudermania, under the title of Charles the 
Thirteenth, assumed the government the very day his nephew 
was confined ; pretended to regret the disastrous state of public 
affairs, to hold out hopes of a new and liberal form, and suc- 
ceeded in prevailing upon the Diet to choose him King. As he 
was childless, the succession of the crown was settled upon 
Prince August, of Augustenberg, a most popular and en- 
lightened prince, nearly connected with the reigning family of 
Denmark. It was generally understood that this prince had 
determined upon his accession, to restore the crown to the 
exiled family, who still retained the affection of the mass of the 
people. In all probability he would have done so, if he had 
lived. His sudden death was attributed to poison; and Charles 
the Thirteenth ascribed it to the Count Fersan, whom he both 
feared and hated. This Count Fersan was one of the most dis- 
tinguished men in Sweden. He was in Paris during the excesses 
of the first French Revolution; and disguised as a coachman, he 
conducted the carriage containing Louis the Sixteenth and 
Maria Antoinette, from the capital of France, and left them 
safely upon the road, in their memorable flight that was arrested 
at Varennes. The rumour, supposed to have been disseminated 
by the King of Sweden and his minions, to the effect that 
Fersan had poisoned the Prince August, excited the passions of 
the populace; and the Count, while attending the funeral of the 
Prince, was attaclced and torn in pieces by a mob in the streets 
of Stockholm, in the presence of the officers and troops of a 
re^fiment of the guards, who were stationed near the spot to 
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preserve order, and who refused either to assist or to preserve 
him. Not long after another Diet was assemhied to elect 
another successor to the throne. A large party called for the 
son of the deposed Gustavus, hut the unnatural King refused to 
listen to the proposition. He favoured the Duke of Olden- 
burg, the brother-in-law of the Russian Emperor; controlled by 
Russian influence, he would have sacrificed his country, had he 
supposed the people would have sanctioned his choice of a 
prince connected with a family and a nation they detest. Ber-> 
icadotte, a marshal of France, stationed near the scene of action, 
understanding the character of the king, and the position of 
affairs, offered the state a loan of three millions of francs at 
four per cent. ; the interest to be applied to national purposes. 
It was the highest bidding ; Charles the Thirteenth chose the 
French soldier for his successor, recommended him to the Diet, 
and he was elected Grown Prince of Sweden. 



GHAPTER VII. 



Upsala — Odin — ^The University — ^The Morasteen — ^Mine of 

Dannemora. 

Upsala is about seven Swedish or fifty English miles from 
the capital. It is approached through a country generally better 
cultivated than any we had seen in Sweden. The surface of this 
country is undulating, and for the most part a bed of granite. 
The soil of Norway is much more productive. Norway has her 
mountains on the grandest scale, but far and wide between them 
reach her beautiful and fertile valleys. Upsala is the oldest 
town in Sweden, was the residence of the ancient kings, and has 
long been celebrated as the seat of learning and religion. The 
site of Gamle Upsala, or Gld Upsala, is not far from the more 
modem town. It is supposed to have been the habitation of 
Gdin, and to have contained the principal temple of his idolatry. 
Three mounds or tumuli, are said to be the tombs of Gdin, Thor, 
and Freya, the deities of the ancient iiv\i«L\>\V.%Ti\.'% ^i^j^sOTL^x^^sv^^ 
A ruined cburchneax them is sup^oaeilo'Ws^^^'t'cvfc^^^'^^^ 
the temple dedicated to their worshi?. 
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Odin or Wodin, as he was named in the dialect of the Anglo- 
Saxons, seems, by the uncertain traditions of the north, to liaye 
been a Scythian prince, who fled from the Euxine to the shores 
of the Baltic, before the victorious arms of the Boman conquer- 
ors. Other accounts give him a different era, and some ingenious 
writers suppose him to be the great grandfather of the famous 
Hengist, — placing him as late as the year of our Lord three 
hundred and twenty-five, only seventy years before the time of 
Alaric, and making his energy and conquest in the north the 
cause of the impulse which about that period, propelled the 
Gothic hordes upon the confines of the Roman empire. Although 
the age in which Odin may have flourished is uncertain, there is 
no doubt as to his abilities as a warrior and legislator. The 
Icelandic chronicles represent him as the most eloquent and per* 
suasive of men. He introduced poetry, and invented the Runic 
characters. He was skilled in music and in magic. With his 
tender and melodious airs he could summon up the spirits of the 
dead, and make the hills open and expand with rapture. By 
his enchantments he directed the tempests, defeated his enemies, 
and discovered treasures ; and so distinguished an individual was 
readily honoured as a hero and worshipped as a god by a barba- 
rous and superstitious people. If it is true, as has been asserted 
by the poets and romancers of the North, that after his settle- 
ment in Upland, as this part of Sweden is called, he used to des- 
cribe in bewitching song the glad home he had forsaken; that he 
offered to his warriors who fought and fell in battle, a return to 
the ever-green fields of another region; that the glowing rainbow 
was the illumined bridge which was to direct their path;— may 
there not be plausibility in the supposition of his having been 
the originator imd the cause of the movement, in the second and 
thml centuries, of the ^* blue-eyed myriads of the Baltic coasts'* 
upon the fair lands of Southern Europe? - 

The descendants of Odin reigned in Sweden for more than a 
t^ousiuid yejurs. Upsala was the seat of their empire and reU- 
gion, Iho m^lglufict^nt temple which according to the Edda. 
wa. enriched with gold and prt^^ious stones, and sanctified wiA 
the ix^pre^^entatjons of the deities of War, of Thunder, and of 
^TTT' ^«^ Puntie.1 .vith human sacrit^.>,.s wasdestrovedby 
Ji»^ 41 iii^r of iJireden, iu the year \0'45,^^ ^t. kv« %. 
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(Qhratian chorcli rose upon its ruinB. The Cathedral which now 
occupies the site of this church is the largest in the North of 
-Europe, and the finest edifice in Sweden. It dates from the 
thirteenth century, is huilt of hrick in a mixed style of architec* 
ture, and was somewhat injured during the Reformation, when 
the Roman Catholic priesthood were driven from the church and 
country. 

The interior of the Cathedral is yery imposing. It is adorned 
with a double row of fluted columns, and is especially interesting 
as the resting-place of Ghistavus Yasa, the father of his country. 
By the side of the tomb of this great man are those of his wires, 
Maigaret and Catherine, and around him lie many of the most 
distinguished men Sweden has produced. Those of Regent Sture, 
t>f ^e Chancellor Oxenstiern, of Linnaeus, of Swedenborg and 
others, are contained in this the Westminster Abbey of Sweden. 
Upsala is also famous for its University, one of the oldest and 
best in Europe, containing a very fine library and enriched with 
a collection of manuscripts of the most curious and costly kind. 
Among the latter is the Codex Argenieus^ a translation of the 
Gospels in the Gothic language of the fourth century, and a 
Bible with autograph annotations by Martin Luther. Besides 
an old palace, there are many pretty private dwellings in Upsala^ 
«nd upon the whole, the town though small, may be considered 
as one of the neatest and most agreeable in the north. Trade or 
commerce it has none, and it is altogether supported by the 
students who assemble here to the number of six or eight 
hundred. 

Seven miles from Upsala we saw the Morasteen, the stone of 
Mora, where the kings were formerly crowned, and where 
Gustavus Vasa assembled and addressed the men of Dalecarli% 
preceding his great effort to liberate his country. Runic stones 
abound in this vicinity. The oldest of them commemorates the 
names and fortunes of the soldiers who served in Constanti- 
nople in the corps of the Varangii, — a circumstance that would 
confirm the theory of those who place the era of Odin, the 
inventor of the. Runic characters, in the third century. 

Thirty miles to the north of Upsala is the famous mine of 
Vannemom. The road to Esteiby, t\i^ wwsi^i ^1 ^^ ^^^^^sm^ 
xMwr the mine, runs through a countx^ V\«ti «* ^w\S3Nsi^^^ 
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succession of hills covered with fir and pine, and intermediate 
plains filled with huge houlders of primary rock. The cotmtiy 
about Upsala is well cultiyated and well inhabited. The highway 
trarerses fields, which on either side are planted with rye and 
oats. The roads are excellent, but stopped with gates at the 
beginning and the end of every farm. The fields are not in- 
closed, and the only fences are those which separate the line of 
one farm from another, and thus run across the highway. So 
that a gate has to be opened at the entrance to every farm, and 
the speedy progress of the traveller is thereby arrested. Some- 
times a crowd of boys, collected from the different fiums, run 
for miles ahead to open them, and then surround the carriage 
and beg in a whining tone for money. As we approached the 
mines, the country became quite dreary in its aspect, — many of 
the firs being blasted, and the openings or clearings of the forest 
being filled with stumps, blackened and disfigured with the fire 
which had been employed to fell them. Occasionally we passed 
a farm-house, — a cottage one story high, painted red, with a 
roof of birch bark covered with growing turf. The peasantry 
in this district seemed to be very poor, and the numbers of 
crippled and deformed people unusually great. We entered 
one of the cottages and found the inmates busily employed in 
making bread. This is done only twice a year in the poorer 
districts of Sweden. A quantity of oatmeal flour, mixed and 
flavoured with aniseed, is baked in small thin biscuit-like pan- 
cakes, called knacken brod. This biscuit is stowed away, and 
before the next semi-annual baking, becomes as hard as stone, 
and adapted only for the fine strong teeth of the peasantry. 

In the northern parts of Sweden, Norway, and Finland, in 
periods of scarcity, the inner rind of the fir-tree is taken out, 
dried, pulverized, and manufactured into a kind of meal which 
is mixed and kneaded with rye or oat flour, and baked into 
bread. Oatmeal-porridge, salt fish, and meat cut into thin 
slices and dried in the sun, with graf lax^ or smoked salmon, 
and rosl lox, broiled salmon, constitute the principal articles of 
food of the people in the interior of Sweden. The cottage 
I have spoken of, situated in a poor and barren district, con- 
ta/ncd all the furniture necessary for tlie com^ott bxv^ cows^- 
uj'ence of the family^ who received us cheexMly «iv^ -^X^^i^^ 
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before us the best i?hich their humble abode could furnish. 
The floors were covered with the tops of twigs of the pine and 
juniper, and the* same neatness and cleanliness we had noticed in 
Norway, and indeed in eyery part of Scandinavia, was observed 
in this isolated habitation. 

As we emerged from the forest upon the village of Esterby, 
we were struck with the quiet and serenity which prevailed. 
The same good order and neatness was remarked in and about 
a place where many hundred men are constantly employed. 
After gazing to our satisfaction through the mouth of the mine 
into the black caverns beneath, and in which we could occa- 
sionally discover a man at work, who seemed like a speck 
moving far below us, it was proposed to descend. A guide was 
procured, and enveloped in old coats, and provided with torches 
of' pitch pine, three of our party stepped in a huge bucket, to be 
lowered into a gulf whose frightfulness is greater in appearance 
than in reality, Two of our companions refused to venture. 
The Frenchman was too handsomely dressed for the occasion, 
aiid the Hollander was not disposed to disturb his phlegm by 
any such unusual proceeding. Sweden, Germany, and the 
United States, were accordingly swung off without their allies, 
and commenced the descent into a lower region. After a 
minute or two we were deprived of the light of day, and the 
torches feebly illuminated the obscurity of these dark and 
dismal caverns. Half way down it looked somewhat awful, 
and as we swung back and forth, the bucket and the rope 
seemed frail and poor supports for so great a burden. In a few 
minutes more, however, we safely landed within the bosom of 
old Mother Earth, and with the assistance of some of the sooty 
inhabitants of the place, found a good foothold on their iron 
soil. They work by torch-light in these mines, and the noise of 
the hammers, and the fires gleaming in the distance — throwing 
a ruddy and lurid glare upon the dusky figures of the workmen 
—^brought vividly to the imagination the workshops of Vulcan. 
Masses of ice were observable, and the dripping water fell like 
rain from the damp cold walls, never visited with sunshine. 
While the miners prepared the blasts for our special edification^ 
W0 retired far away among the innermoaX, ifec«s»«^^H. '^^'5^1>V 
ied on by guides, whose blackened axma «sA ^%RC?^^«sA^i»K^^^ 
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•accession of hills corered with fir and pine, and intermediate 
plains filled with huge boulders of primary rock. The cotintry 
about Upsala is well cultiyated and well inhabited. The highway 
trarerses fields, which on either side are planted with rye and 
oats. The roads are excellent, but stopped with gates at the 
beginning and the end of erery farm. The fields are not in- 
closed, and the only fences are those which separate the line of 
one farm from another, and thus run across the highway. So 
that a gate has to be opened at the entrance to every farm, and 
the speedy progress of the traveller is thereby arrested. Some- 
times a crowd of boys, collected from the different ferms, run 
for miles ahead to open them, and then surround the carriage 
and beg in a whining tone for money. As we approached the 
mines, the country became quite dreary in its aspect, — many of 
die firs being blasted, and the openings or clearings of the forest 
being filled with stumps, blackened and disfigured with the fire 
which had been employed to fell them. Occasionally we passed 
a farm-house, — a cottage one story high, painted red, with a 
roof of birch bark covered with growing turf. The peasantry 
in this district seemed to be very poor, and the numbers of 
crippled and deformed people unusually great. We entered 
one of the cottages and found the inmates busily employed in 
making bread. This is done only twice a year in the poorer 
districts of Sweden. A quantity of oatmeal flour, mixed and 
flavoured with aniseed, is baked in small thin biscuit-like pan- 
cakes, called knacken brod. This biscuit is stowed away, and 
before the next semi-annual baking, becomes as hard as stone, 
and adapted only for the fine strong teeth of the peasantry. 

In the northern parts of Sweden, Norway, and Finland, in 

periods of scarcity, the inner rind of the fir-tree is taken out, 

dried, pulverized, and manufactured into a kind of meal which 

is mixed and kneaded with rye or oat flour, and baked into 

bread. Oatmeal-porridge, salt fish, and meat cut into thin 

slices and dried in the sun, with graf lax^ or smoked salmon, 

and rost Inx, broiled salmon, constitute the principal articles of 

food of the people in the interior of Sweden. The cottage 

I Jja re spoken of, situated in a poor and barren district, con- 

tained nU the furniture necessary for tYie com^oxl aw^ cow^i- 

j^jence of the /hmiljr, who received m cheerfaU^ «a^ ^\^cft\ 
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before us the best which their humble abode could furnish. 
The floors were covered with the tops of twigs of the pine and 
juniper, and the' same neatness and cleanliness we had noticed in 
-Norway, and indeed in every part of Scandinavia, was observed 
in this isolated habitation. 

As we emerged from the forest upon the village of Esterby, 
we were struck with the quiet and serenity which prevailed. 
The same good order and neatness was remarked in and about 
a place where many hundred men are constantly employed. 
After gazing to our satisfaction through the mouth of the mine 
into the black caverns beneath, and in which we could occa- 
sionally discover a man at work, who seemed like a speck 
moving far below us, it was proposed to descend. A guide was 
procured, and enveloped in old coats, and provided with torches 
of pitch pine, three of our party stepped in a huge bucket, to be 
lowered into a gulf whose frightfulness is greater in appearance 
than in reality, Two of our companions refused to venture. 
The Frenchman was too handsomely dressed for the occasion, 
and the Hollander was not disposed to disturb his phlegm by 
any such unusual proceeding, Sweden, Germany, and the 
United States, were accordingly swung oif without their allies, 
and commenced the descent into a lower region. After a 
minute or two we were deprived of the light of day, and the 
torches feebly illuminated the obscurity of these dark and 
dismal caverns. Half way down it looked somewhat awful, 
and as we swung back and forth, the bucket and the rope 
seemed frail and poor supports for so great a burden. In a few 
minutes more, however, we safely landed within the bosom of 
old Mother Earth, and with the assistance of some of the sooty 
inhabitants of the place, found a good foothold on their iron 
soil. They work by torch-light in these mines, and the noise of 
the hammers, and the fires gleaming in the distance — throwing 
a ruddy and lurid glare upon the dusky figures of the workmen 
—^brought vividly to the imagination the workshops of Vulcan. 
Masses of ice were observable, and the dripping water fell like 
rain from the damp cold walls, never visited with sunshine. 
While the miners prepared the blasts for our si^ecial edification^ 
fw retired far away among the imveTTCvoaV, "twswae^^'l '^^ ^-^-^V- 
ied on by guides, whose blackened axma 0^3^ iwie»^«sA>wvwi&a. 
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■aeoewion of hills corered with fir and pine, and intermediate 
plains filled with hnge boulden of primary rock. The eoUAtij 
nbont Upsala is well coltiTated and well inhabited. The highway 
trarerses fields, which on either side are planted with xye and 
oats. The roads are excellent, but stopped with gates at- tiie 
beginning and the end of erery fiEirm. The fields are not in- 
closed, and the only fences are those which separate the line of 
one ftorm from- another, and thus run across tlie highway. 86 
that a gate has to be opened at the entrance to eyeiy farm, and 
the speedy progress of the trayeller is thereby arrested* Some- 
times a crowd of boys, collected firom the difierent ferms, nm 
for miles ahead to open them, and then surronnd the carriage 
aifd beg in a whining tone fi>r money. As we approached the 
mines, the country became qaite dreary in its aspect,— many of 
die firs being blasted, and the openings or clearings of the fofeit 
being filled with- stumps, blackened and disfigured with- ihe fire 
wiiich had been employed to fell them. Occasionally we possed 
• farm4iouse,— a cottage one etoiy high, painted red, with a 
roof of birch bark covered with growing turf. The .peasantry 
m this district seemed to be very poor, and the numbers of 
crippled and deformed people unusually great. We entered 
one of the cottages and found the inmates busily employed in 
making bread. This is done only twice a year in the poorer 
districts of Sweden. A quantity of oatmeal flour, mixed and 
flavoured with aniseed, is baked in small thin biscuit-like pan- 
cakes, called knacken brod. This biscuit is stowed away, and 
before the next semi-annual baking, becomes as hard as stone, 
and adapted only for the fine strong teeth of the peasantry. 

In the northern parts of Sweden, Norway, and Finland, in 
periods of scarcity, the inner rind of the fir-tree is taken out, 
dried, pulverized, and manufactured into a kind of meal which 
is mixed and kneaded with rye or oat flour, and baked into 
bread. Oatmeal-porridge, salt fish, and meat cut into thin 
slices and dried in the sun, with graf lax^ or smoked salmon, 
and rosl InXy broiled salmon, constitute the principal articles of 
food of the people in the interior of Sweden. The cottage 
I have spoken of^ situated in a poor and barren district, con« 
tadncd all the furniture necessary for the comfort and conve- 
nience of the family, who received us cheerfully and placed 
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before us the best mrhich their humble abode could furnish. 
Tlie floors were covered with the tops of twigs of the pine and 
juniper, and the* same neatness and cleanliness we had noticed in 
•Norway, and indeed in every part of Scandinavia, was observed 
in this isolated habitation. 

As we emerged from the forest upon the village of Esterby, 
we were struck with the quiet and serenity which prevailed. 
The same good order and neatness was remarked in and about 
a place where many hundred men are constantly employed. 
Afler gazing to our satisfaction through the mouth of the mine 
into the black caverns beneath, and in which we could occsi- 
fiionally discover a man at work, who seemed like a speck 
moving far below us, it was proposed to descend. A guide was 
procured, and enveloped in old coats, and provided with torches 
of pitch pine, three of our party stepped in a huge bucket, to be 
lowered into a gulf whose frightfulness is greater in appearance 
than in reality, Two of our companions refused to venture. 
The Frenchman was too handsomely dressed for the occasion, 
and the Hollander was not disposed to disturb his phlegm by 
any such unusual proceeding, Sweden, Germany, and the 
United States, were accordingly swung oif without their allies, 
and commenced the descent into a lower region. After a 
minute or two we were deprived of the light of day, and the 
torches feebly illuminated the obscurity of these dark and 
dismal caverns. Half vray down it looked somewhat awful, 
and as we swung back and forth, the bucket and the rope 
seemed frail and poor supports for so great a burden. In a few 
minutes more, however, we safely landed within the bosom of 
old Mother Earth, and with the assistance of some of the sooty 
inhabitants of the place, found a good foothold on their iron 
soil. They work by torch-light in these mines, and the noise of 
the hammers, and the fires gleaming in the distance — throwing 
a ruddy and lurid glare upon the dusky figures of the workmen 
—^brought vividly to the imagination the workshops of Vulcan. 
Masses of ice were observable, and the dripping water fell like 
rain from the damp cold walls, never visited with sunshine. 
While the miners prepared the blasts for our special edification, 
we retired far away among the innermost recesses of the abyss, . 
led on by guides, whose blackened arms and faces, and uncou^^ 
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Boccession of hills corered 'with fir and pine, and intermediate 
plains filled with huge houlders of primary rock. The country 
ahout Upsala is well cultivated and well inhabited. The highway 
traverses fields, which on either side are planted with rye and 
oats. The roads are excellent, but stopped vnth gates at the 
beginning and the end of every farm. The fields are not in- 
closed, and the only fences are those which separate the line of 
one farm from another, and thus run across the highway. So 
that a gate has to be opened at the entrance to every farm, and 
the speedy progress of the traveller is thereby arrested. Some- 
times a crowd of boys, collected from the different fiums, run 
for miles ahead to open them, and then surround the carriage 
and beg in a whining tone for money. As we approached the 
mines, the country became quite dreary in its aspect, — many of 
the firs being blasted, and the openings or clearings of the forest 
being filled with stumps, blackened and disfigured with the fire 
"which had been employed to fell them. Occasionally we passed 
a farm-house, — a cottage one story high, painted red, with a 
roof of birch bark covered with growing turf. The peasantry 
in this district seemed to be very poor, and the numbers of 
crippled and deformed people unusually great. We entered 
one of the cottages and found the inmates busily employed in 
making bread. This is done only twice a year in the poorer 
districts of Sweden. A quantity of oatmeal flour, mixed and 
flavoured with aniseed, is baked in small thin biscuit-like pan- 
cakes, called knacken brod. This biscuit is stowed away, and 
before the next semi-annual baking, becomes as hard as stone, 
and adapted only for the fine strong teeth of the peasantry. 

In the northern parts of Sweden, Norway, and Finland, in 
penods of scarcity, the inner rind of the fir-tree is taken out, 
dried, pulverized, and manufactured into a kind of meal which 
is mixed and kneaded with rye or oat flour, and baked, into 
bread. Oatmeal-porridge, salt fish, and meat cut into thin 
slices and dried in the sun, with graf lax^ or smoked salmon, 
and rost Inx^ broiled salmon, constitute the principal articles of 
food of the people in the interior of Sweden. The cottage 
I have spoken of, situated in a poor and barren district, con- 
tained all the furniture necessary for the comfort and conve- 
Bjence of the family, who received us cheerfully and placed 



HIS COURT AND PEOPLE. 41 



before us the best which their humble abode could furnish. 
The floors were covered with the tops of twigs of the pine and 
juniper, and the' same neatness and cleanliness we had noticed in 
Norway, and indeed in every part of Scandinavia^ was observed 
in this isolated habitation. 

As we emerged from the forest upon the village of Esterby, 
we were struck with the quiet and serenity which prevailed. 
The same good order and neatness was remarked in and about 
a place where many hundred men are constantly employed. 
Afler gazing to our satisfaction through the mouth of the mine 
into the black caverns beneath, and in which we could occit- 
fiionally discover a man at work, who seemed like a speck 
moving far below us, it was proposed to descend. A guide was 
procured, and enveloped in old coats, and provided with torches 
of pitch pine, three of our party stepped in a huge bucket, to be 
lowered into a gulf whose frightfulness is greater in appearance 
than in reality, Two of our companions refused to venture. 
The Frenchman was too handsomely dressed for the occasion, 
and the Hollander was not disposed to disturb his phlegm by 
any such unusual proceeding. Sweden, Germany, and the 
United States, were accordingly swung oif without their allies, 
and commenced the descent into a lower region. After a 
minute or two we were deprived of the light of day, and the 
torches feebly illuminated the obscurity of these dark and 
dismal caverns. Half way down it looked somewhat awful, 
and as we swung back and forth, the bucket and the rope 
seemed frail and poor supports for so great a burden. In a few 
minutes more, however, we safely landed within the bosom of 
old Mother Earth, and with the assistance of some of the sooty 
inhabitants of the place, found a good foothold on their iron 
soil. They work by torch-light in these mines, and the noise of 
the hammers, and the fires gleaming in the distance — throwing 
a ruddy and lurid glare upon the dusky figures of the workmen 
—^brought vividly to the imagination the workshops of Vulcan. 
Masses of ice were observable, and the dripping water fell like 
rain from the damp cold walls, never visited with sunshine. 
While the miners prepared the blasts for our special edification, 
we retired far away among the innermost recesses of the abysf, 
led on by guides, whose blackened arms and faces, and uncouth 
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succession of hills corered "with fir and pine, and intermediate 
plains filled irith huge houlders of primary rock. The country 
about Upsala is well cultivated and well inhabited. The highway 
traverses fields, which on either side are planted with rye and 
oats. The roads are excellent, but stopped with gates at the 
beginning and the end of every farm. The fields are not in- 
closed, and the only fences are those which separate the line of 
one farm from another, and thus run across the highway. So 
that a gate has to be opened at the entrance to every farm, and 
the speedy progress of the traveller is thereby arrested. Some- 
times a crowd of boys, collected from the different fiEums, run 
for miles ahead to open them, and then surround the carriage 
and beg in a whining tone for money. As we approached the 
mines, the country became quite dreary in its aspect, — many of 
the firs being blasted, and the openings or clearings of the forest 
being filled with stumps, blackened and disfigured with the fire 
which had been employed to fell them. Occasionally we passed 
a farm-house, — a cottage one story high, painted red, with a 
roof of birch bark covered with growing turf. The -peasantry 
in this district seemed to be very poor, and the numbers of 
crippled and deformed people unusually great. We entered 
one of the cottages and found the inmates busily employed in 
making bread. This is done only twice a year in the poorer 
districts of Sweden. A quantity of oatmeal flour, mixed and 
flavoured with aniseed, is baked in small thin biscuit-like pan- 
cakes, called knacken brod. This biscuit is stowed away, and 
before the next semi-annual baking, becomes as hard as stone, 
and adapted only for the fine strong teeth of the peasantry. 

In the northern parts of Sweden, Norway, and Finland, in 
periods of scarcity, the inner rind of the fir-tree is taken out, 
dried, pulverized, and manufactured into a kind of meal which 
is mixed and kneaded with rye or oat flour, and baked into 
bread. Oatmeal-porridge, salt fish, and meat cut into thin 
slices and dried in the sun, with graf laxy or smoked salmon, 
and rosl Inx^ broiled salmon, constitute the principal articles of 
food of the people in the interior of Sweden. The cottage 
I have spoken of, situated in a poor and barren district, con- 
tained all the furniture necessary for the comfort and conve- 
nience of the family, who received us cheerfully and placed 
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before us the best 'which their humble abode could furnish. 
The floors were covered with the tops of twigs of the pine and 
juniper, and the' same neatness and cleanliness we had noticed in 
-Norway, and indeed in every part of Scandinavia, was observed 
in this isolated habitation. 

As we emerged from the forest upon the village of Esterby, 
we were struck with the quiet and serenity which prevailed. 
The same good order and neatness was remarked in and about 
a place where many hundred men are constantly employed. 
Afler gazing to our satisfaction through the mouth of the mine 
into the black caverns beneath, and in which we could occii- 
fiionally discover a man at work, who seemed like a speck 
moving far below us, it was proposed to descend. A guide was 
procured, and enveloped in old coats, and provided with torches 
of pitch pine, three of our party stepped in a huge bucket, to be 
lowered into a gulf whose frightfulness is greater in appearance 
than in reality, Two of our companions refused to venture. 
The Frenchman was too handsomely dressed for the occasion, 
and the Hollander was not disposed to disturb his phlegm by 
any such unusual proceeding. Sweden, Germany, and the 
United States, were accordingly swung oif without their allies, 
and commenced the descent into a lower region. After a 
minute or two we were deprived of the light of day, and the 
torches feebly illuminated the obscurity of these dark and 
dismal caverns. Half vfay down it looked somewhat awful, 
and as we swung back and forth, the bucket and the rope 
seemed frail and poor supports for so great a burden. In a few 
minutes more, however, we safely landed within the bosom of 
old Mother Earth, and with the assistance of some of the sooty 
inhabitants of the place, found a good foothold on their iron 
soil. They work by torch-light in these mines, and the noise of 
the hammers, and the fires gleaming in the distance — throwing 
a ruddy and lurid glare upon the dusky figures of the workmen 
—^brought vividly to the imagination the workshops of Yulcan. 
Masses of ice were observable, and the dripping water fell like 
rain from the damp cold walls, never visited with sunshine. 
While the miners prepared the blasts for our special edification, 
we retired far away among the innermost recesses of the abyss, 
led on by guides, whose blackened arms and faces^ and uncouth 
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Jbraiii weie perfecdy adapted to the demoniacal looalit3r« Wliea 
we were secarely stationed in a dark comer of the careni, the 
4rain was fired, aad was suooeeded by the most tremendoos 
explocioiis. The deep-toned thunder of the discharge was fol- 
lowed by repeated and roaring echoes. It shook CTexy zock 
around us» and the earth trembled, as if in fear that the huge 
mass abore and around would fidi in and crush us. Echo after 
echo, and peal after peal, rang through the ranlti^ dying 
gradually away in deep &int murmurs^ as if the deity of the 
place were expiring with pain. 

*. We ascended to the upper world again in the bucket, thinkiBg 
all the time of the *^ three wise men of Gbiham who went to sea 
in a bowV' end gladly hailed the light and genial warmth of th« 
morning sun. I^e ore from this mine is raised to the sur&oe 
by machinery, and yields upon an ayerage, one-third pure 
metal. The richest pit is more than fiye hundred feet in depths 
and the superiority of the ore is owing to the nature of the 
matrix, a calcareous eardi, free from sulphur. The ore is oopi- 
Teyed to the forges in the immediate Tidnity; smelted by frv- 
naces supplied with charcoal, and beaten into bars by immense 
hammers moyed by water* This mine is said to produce eight- 
teen thousand tons of iron annually. It is considered the best 
iron in the eastern world, being preferred in England to all 
other kinds for making steeL 



CHAPTER VIIL 



Paper Money — Gulf of Bothnia — ^Abo — Sweaboi]gp — ^Helsingfors— 

Russian Marine* 

Hating exchanged one large twine-bound bundle of dirty 
paper, representing a yery small amount of Swedish money, for 
another parcel of Finnish notes, equally defaced, we had made 
our final arrangements, and were prepared to leaye Sweden. 
Speaking of money, it may be proper to mention here the fiict 
of the entire ignorance of the barbarians of Scandinayia of the 
J^Buties of a bard currency. Silyer and go\d com «c^ ^^.^tbl 
^^ea m the interioi ofSwederiy Norway or ¥in\axid, wA>q^Vw^xi 
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tibese metals and the paper, the country-people prefer the latter, 
as being more convenient and equally as good for the purpose of 
commerce. 

After receiving our passports, properly prepared, we took 
passage and departed in the steamer Finland, an excellent boat 
of Swedish build, furnished with English engines. As we left 
the harbour and ran out into the Baltic, we turned once more 
to look upon the capital of Sweden. We gazed until the wind- 
ings of the lake-like sea among the picturesque headlands and 
romantic islands, concealed the royal palace and cathedral 
towers of Stockholm. Then we looked upon the beautiful 
scenes around us. The shore lined with villas, and the water 
dotted with little islands, presented the same fascinating and 
ever varying picture down to the very entrance of the fiord or 
bay, where stands the fortress of Waxholm, the great defence of 
Sweden on her eastern coast. Thence running northwards and 
passing archipelago after archipelago of islands, which lay so 
close upon each other as to form a succession of little lakes, we 
entered the Sea of Aland, and soon after were in the dominions 
and under the protection of his Imperial Majesty, Nicholas of 
Bussia. One of the Aland islands, not thirty miles from ihe 
coast of Sweden, has been strongly fortified by Russia, contains 
a large garrison, and has a harbour capable of receiving any 
number of vessels. Leaving these behind us, we entered the 
Gulf of Bothnia, which all the way to the shores of Finland is 
studded with islands, looking as if they had been the stepping- 
stones of a giant through the sea. Some of them are round and 
bare masses of rock; others are covered with wood and verdure, 
and many are inhabited by fishermen. They rise upon the 
water like the knolls and hills of granite upon the surface of 
Sweden, and are precisely like them in form and character. 
They encircle and inclose parts of the sea in little tranquil lakes, 
and as the boat passes from one of these into another, some new 
and striking feature delights the eye. The voyager is undis- 
turbed by the winds and waves of the open sea, for the smooth 
bosom of these silent waters is seldom ruffled, except it be with 
the splash of the leaping salmon or the dive of the wild duck. 
From the coast we turned into a naiio^ "W\. ^<fc«^ %\xs«sfi^\*st-. 
dered with rich pastures, and soon aJtex k\iO ox Q>\>o^^^ «ws«Ba 
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capital of Finland, was before us. As soon as we touched the 
shore, a number of Russian police came on board, demanded 
our passports, and having received them, disappeared. The pas- 
sengers were then informed that they were at liberty to visit the 
city, as the boat would not proceed on her voyage until the fol- 
lowing morning. Here we parted with a company of Swedish 
players, among whom was a distinguished performer of the part of 
Hamlet. They had been our fellow-passengers from Stockholm. 
They were certainly a very amiable set of people, and with all 
the politeness of the Swedes, they bowed and courtesied, and 
bid us farewell. In Abo we repaired to the inn, which was very 
much like those of Sweden; the floors being covered with the 
twigs of pine and juniper, and the bill of fare comprising the 
graf lax, rost lax, and the other dainties of the cuisine of that 
country. 

Abo is situated on the river Aura, at the point where the 
Oulfs of Finland and Bothnia unite. Nothing whatever remains 
to mark the antiquity or splendour of the capital. An old and 
ruined castle upon an adjoining hill, and a deserted observatory, 
are the significant monuments of her former importance; but 
this is all, and the silence which now prevails in Abo admo- 
nishes the stranger of the common story of the rise and fall of 
states. The streets are very wide, and the buildings (generally 
of logs,) are separated from each other by gardens and inclo- 
sures, to prevent the spread of fire. A great conflagi*ation 
destroyed a few years ago all the fine buildings in Abo, and also 
consumed the University founded by Gustavus Adolphus, in 
1628. The Emperor of Russia, taking advantage of the cir- 
cumstances, immediately ordered the professors, students, and 
others connected with the University, to repair to Helsingfors, 
a town he had built and filled with Russians, and which he 
ordained to be the future capital, and the seat of the University 
of Finland, This was a tremendous blow to the Finns of the 
west. Resistance was in vain, and they quietly submitted to 
the decree which placed the education of their youth beneath the 
influence of a people whose customs and religion they abhor. 
Tlie whole of Finland was formerly a province of Sweden. By 
the treaty of Abo, in 1743, Russia acquired a large portion of 
the province upon the eastern frontier; and in 1809, owing to 
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the outrageous profligacy and corruption of the Swedish traitors 
iu command of the forces intended for the defence and preser* 
ration of Swedish Finland, the whole province passed to Russia. 
In the latter year, the Emperor Alexander declared war against 
Sweden and invaded Finland, hecause the former power adhered 
strictly to those principles which in common with Russia, she 
bad pledged her sacred honour to support;— principles which had 
in contemplation the integrity and independence of the sovereign 
states of Europe from the encroachments of Napoleon. 
.' Alexander, humhled at Friedland and cajoled at Tilsit, not 
only forsook his ally, hut with an eflrontery that is scarcely 
eredihle, disarowed in the cabinet the very principles for which 
he had contended in the field, agreed to share the conquest of 
Europe with the French, marched his army into Finland, bought 
with gold the possession of its fortresses, and before the confiding 
and chivalrous Gustavus could credit the fact and recover his 
surprise at such base and dishonourable conduct, he had lost the 
finest province of his realm. The Finns were much attached to 
the kings of Sweden, and regret more and more every day their 
separation from a country, whence they received their religion 
and their laws, and from a people with whom they marched to 
victory under the banners of the great Gustavus. By the treaty 
which incorporated Finland with the Russian Empire, it wus 
stipulated that the former province should retain its ancient 
privileges, and be permitted to trade as formerly with Sweden^ 
the principal market for her products, Stockholm being alto- 
gether supplied with provisions brought from Finland. With 
these privileges, Finland also retained the Lutheran faith as the 
established religion ; the Finns accepted the rule of Russia with- 
out much reluctance, and under the impression that their rights 
were secured by a treaty which acknowledged inviolate what 
they called their constitution. The seat of government was 
transferred to Helsingfors, a town filled with foreign troops and 
a foreign police ; the youth of the sea-board, the best seamen in 
the North, were compelled to man the Russian navy ; the finest 
native regiments were forced to bear the brunt of battle, and 
were cut to pieces under the walls of Warsaw, during the late 
Polish revolution. The people of Finland discovered, when too 
late, that the meeting of their Diet was a useless form ; — ^that 
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their boasted constitution and peculiar laws could not resist the 
constant innoyations and the spirit of aggrandizement of the 
Russian Emperor, who seems determined to blend his raried 
subjects into one, having the same laws, customs, and religion. 

The following morning we receired our passports, and the 
steamer leaving Abo and the narrow Aura, resumed her voyage 
along the rock-bound coast, and the island groups, until we 
came to the great fortress of Sweaborg, which commands the 
entrance to the bay of Helsingfors. This immense fortress, 
which has been called the Gibraltar of the north, and the bul- 
wark of Finland, was constructed by the Swedes, and was most 
basely surrendered to the Russians by the traitor in command 
during the last war. It stands impregnable upon three rocks of 
granite which rise from the depths of the sea. The Russians 
have improved its natural strenfi^th, and the works, blasted from 
the soli/rock, are .aid to n.oun! eight hundred pie^ea of cannon, 
and to contain 15,000 men. 

As we ascended the beautiful bay of Helsingfors, filled with 
ships of the line and frigates, we saw the city upon the hills. 
This, the modem capital, contains one of the largest naval 
arsenals in the world, and is the principal recruiting station of 
the imperial fleets. So important is Finland to the naval marine 
of Russia, both as it regards men and materials, the sailors and 
timber she affords, that the whole province is under the imme- 
diate control of Prince Menchikoff, minister of the marine. 
The town of Helsingfors does not deserve particular mention. 
It is regularly laid out, and is the most youthful-looking town 
we saw in Europe. The Finns in this vicinity, like those in the 
province of Wibourg, who passed under the Russian yoke a 
hundred years ago, are fast losing their Lutheran faith and 
character, and adopting the religion and the manners of the 
Russians. So much is this the case, that in appearance they 
cannot be distinguished from the latter, as they wear the sheep- 
skin and the beard, and are about as intelligent as the Russians 
generally are. It is an extraordinary instance of the degradation 
of a people. In a century, the Finns of the east have passed 
from a state of comparative civilization to a state of barbarism, 
and in another century what will have become of those of the 
west, who so lately talked about their constitution? 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Gulf of Finland— Rev^--Caiherme'8 Thai— Esthonian Peasantry— -The 

Baltic — Passports — Contrast. 

From Helsingfors we ran across the Gulf of Finland iQ 
Reyel, the capital of Esthonia, one of the Baltic proYinces of 
Russia. A delay of six hours gave us ample time to examine 
this quaint old town, formerly a memher of the Hanseatic 
league. Many ressels of war were in the harbour, but not a 
merchantman was to be seen. Revel has long since ceased to 
be a town of any importance. The old walls and conical 
towers, tlie irregular and narrow streets and high houses, recall 
the representations of the old fortified towns of Flanders. 

Revel derives a certain consequence from being one of the 
great naval dep6ts of Russia. During the summer it is the 
resort and favourite bathing-place of the German population of 
St. Petersburgh. The inhabitants are many of them Germans 
by descent; but the greater number are composed of Russians, 
and the aborigines of the province of Esthonia. They appear 
wretchedly poor and miserable. "We were pursued by beggars, 
both lame and blind, even into the halls and parlours of the old 
burghers. The nobles of Esthonia have removed to St. Peters- 
burgh and elsewhere. The inhabitants of any claim to rank or 
wealth, are careful to conceal their pretensions from the eye of 
avarice and power. 

There are several old churches in Revel. That of St. OH 
contains the tombs of some of the principal nobles of the 
country; — among them those of the Bekendorfs, the faithful 
servitors of Russia. The environs are adorned with the villas 
of the gentlemen who resort there to pass the summer. Cathe- 
rine's Thai is the name of a palace and park belonging to the 
Emperor, and near it stands a very modest edifice, which was 
the residence of Peter the Great, who is supposed to have enter- 
tained the idea of building here his capital. The land about 
Revel is very poor, which is said to be t\i^ cias^^SficLXfikSifsX.^ 
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^« I •■■■>! J of ^^tkooia. Tk f<.mMhj ave waost miserable- 
lookui^ objects; tib^ Mum w ga iii^ dicepskiiiSy and their long 
UMoabed locks CtlEa^ over ^be bock; die wooieii in the short 
^«n and pettieoac^ dhe cotouaoa feoaale costome in most of all 
tke oU agricnltncal dbtncts of Europe. The Esthonians in 
langnigpy loi>k% and Mannas^ resemble eke old Finns, or Tschudes 
«s thej are caOed in tke Ifawwan annaH, Thb"* singular race is 
anppoied to hare occupied al one tine Ike whole conntrj, from 
tlfte dioies of tke Baltic to tke confines of Asia, and horn the 
legions of Ttfipland to tke C^iqpinn Sea. No legends haye been 
pceserred, and for its histocj we most seaick the dironides of its 
conqnenxs, the Norwegians, Swedes, and Rnssians. 

Esthonia, Cooriand^ and liTonin, the Baltic prorinces of 
fiossia, were eonqnered bj tke Danes in 1210. The inhabitants 
embraced Christianitj abont the same time. One hundred 
jears after this erent, these proTinces passed imda the dominion 
of the Dukes of Pomerania, and hj them were sold to the 
Teut<Miic knights. The latter then became tke l<Nrds of the 
country, and die nadres became their rassak. Thej were sub- 
sequendj conquered bj the Swedes, and under the auspices of 
Gustarus Adolphus the Great, who founded the Unirersitj of 
Dorpat, the people embraced the Lutheran ^th. The Poles, 
and next the Russians, succeeded to the possession ; and to the 
goremment of the latter, the German nobles and the vassal 
Finns hare many years been subjected. The efforts of the 
imperial policy to induce the populanon of the Baldc provinces 
to adopt the language and religion of Russia, hare been pur- 
sued with a diligence and earnestness likely to be rewarded 
with success. Under the specious pretence of caring for the 
welfare and comfort of the peasantry, the GoTemment has 
endeavoured to mitigate the excesses of the nobles, and promised 
to afford all the relief consistent with its paternal character. 
By proceedings such as these, the peasantry have learned to 
regard the Russians as their protectors, and the German seigneurs 
as their oppressors, and under this impression, they were willing 
to act at the bidding of the Imperial Government. The nobles 
and the people being thus severed in their feelings, were both" 
completely at the mercy of the despot. 

The Lutheran German professors of the University of Dorpat, 
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the school of the noble youth of Livonia, Courland, and Esthonia, 
were recently replaced by Eussian professors of the Greek faith, 
and eyery inducement presented to the nobles to learn the lan- 
guage and embrace the creed of Russia. On the other hand, 
all kinds of expedients have been adopted to operate upon the 
prejudices of the people. Some have been gained by threats, 
others by various temptations, and during a late period of famine, 
when the Russian monks offered bread and consolation to the 
starving multitude, numbers were gathered into the fold of the 
Imperial Church. This is the process by which Finland and 
the Baltic provinces are to be firmly bound to the Russian 
Empire. The corruption of the nobles, the division of the 
people into factions, and the dissemination of discord in the 
councils of the countries upon her frontiers, prepare the way 
for conquest and final subjugation. 

Leaving Revel, we were soon out again upon the Gulf of 
Finland, and running due east for St. Petersburg. Towards 
night-fall we passed an immense fleet of Russian vessels and 
ships-of-the-line, bearing away, with all sail set, for the Baltic. 
This was the summer fleet — the fair-weather squadron, ma- 
noeuvring during the months of July and August, between 
Cronstadt and the island of Bomholm, and which, being seen 
by every tourist passing at this season, conveys an impression 
of the great naval power and preparation of Russia. Our com- 
pany, which was numerous, and composed of several Russian 
families of distinction, lost much of its usual cheerfulness as we 
proceeded onward. Even the noisy squire of His Highness the 
Duke of Leuchtenburg, was silent, and his young and merry 
bride, just from the Fatherland, who had exhibited her know- 
ledge of the English idioms by calling her lover "von leetle 
rog," lost her good humour, and grew thoughtful. All were 
quiet, and a few seemed sfid. Not a smile was to be seen, and 
the conversation, which had been loud and general, diminished 
to a whisper or altogether ceased. A few were at the whist- 
table, but the greater number walked pensively upon the deck, 
or leaned upon the tsifiVail and looked back across the waters. 
They were thinking, not of home, but perhaps of the sunny 
lands and the joyous people they had left behind them, or were 
sighing over the memory of the happy hours \>assed m Fraucft 

-a 
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aad Italy, or it may be, they feared the cold and calamity 
ivhich awaited them in Russia. AU retired at an early hour, 
and at an early hour the following day we were up and busily 
preparing for the events attending the termination of the 
voyage. 

By ten o'clodk we were in sight of the low coast of Ingria, and 
the ^rtifications and shipping of Cronstadt. As we approached 
the islands at the mouth of the Neva, upon which the latter 
town is built, we saw the tremendous line of batteries guarding 
the approach and entrance to the harbor. Within gun-shot of 
these we ^ame to an anchor, and were soon surrounded by boats 
filled with the most extraordinary specimens of humanity to be 
found in any part of the creation. The crews were a bearded, 
sallow, sunken-eyed, thin-visaged set of diseased and half- 
famished barbarians. They were dressed in loose dark gray 
coats, a prison-like uniform, and their whole appearance and 
demeanour such as to create a most fearful first impression of 
the country. Each boat contained one or two officers and 
soldiers, who immediately came on board, and completely gar- 
risoned the vessel. Sentinels and guards were stationed on 
Qvery part of the deck, and the officers assembled in the cabin 
to examine the passports and persons of the passengers. Each 
one was called before this tribunal of ignorant, rude, and con- 
ceited men, to tell his name and state his business vnthin the 
bounds of the Russian Empire. If his replies are satisfactory, 
tjhe traveller receives his passport,- if the contrary is the case, he 
is taken on shore and placed in custody. 

Not very long since a beautiful Boston girl arrived here in a 
ship direct from the United States, to visit her friends con- 
nected with one of the first commercial houses in St. Peters- 
burg. She. was without a passport; was taken on shore, 
detained by the police, and guarded by soldiers. Although she 
was set at liberty to march about Cronstadt, she was always 
attended by an escort of Russian in&atry. Although entirely 
alone she was not at all alarmed; and iMle her relatives in St. 
Petersburg were in a state of extreme agitation, this New Eng- 
land maiden was playing the heroine, and attended by her^ 
guards, visited the governor and all the notables of Cronstadt. 
It was only after his Excellency the American Minister had 
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addressed a iM>te to the ditef of police, that ker ladyship was 
reiiered from her wariike retinue, and permitted to proceed to 
tine capital. Nvmerons instances might be mentioned of the 
delay and difficulty of those who arrive at the seaports and 
frontier towns of Russia without the proper passports; In some 
oases tiie traveller is obliged to leave the country, and retrace 
his steps. About the period of our visit, an American arrived 
at Gr(mstadt, in a merchantman from the United States. He 
had with him a number of agricultural implements, consisting 
principally of an assortment of newly-invented ploughs, harrows, 
cradles, scythes, pitch-forks, and other notions of an improved 
construction, such as were never seen before within the limits of 
the Russian Empire. He was without a passport, and the 
peculiarity of his manners, as well as the singularity of his wares, 
l^e latter of which were regarded as so many infernal machines, 
made him an object of mystery and suspicion to the police. He 
was detained for some time at Cronstadt, explained, with great 
difficulty, to the doubting officials of the sterile shore, the advan-r 
tages of a side-hill plough over all other ploughs, and the peculiar 
uses of rakes and harrows. He was finally looked upon as a 
harmless person, released from durance, and found his way to- 
the imperial city without further trouble. 



CHAPTER X. 

The Neva— St. Petersburg — Custom House — Police — ^Hotels — Bureau 

Etrangers. 

It most fortunately happened that the passports of our company 
were all in rule, and as the tide was in, and the water deep enough 
to enable our steamer to proceed, we were relieved from the an- 
noyances attending an ejcamination of the luggage, or a change 
of vessels. After every thing had been sealed up, and a very 
unnecessary and provoking delay of six hours, we proceeded on^ 
ward, in charge of a numerous detachment of officers and soldiers. 

The eastern extremity of the Gulf of Finland forms the bay of 
Cronstadt, which is tli« embouchure of the Neva. It is very 
shallow, and can pnly bje approached by aNfiadisvg^twid das\s^^Q>^». 
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panage, and no one is penmtted, on an j account, to take the 
^ sonndings. Yessek drawing OTer eight feet water hare to dischaige 
at Cronstadt, and send their caxgoeii up in lighters. It would 
seem an impossihilitj for a hostile fleet to approach the Russian 
d^tal. Besides the natural ohstructions which defend the en- 
trance to the Neya, immense lines of granite fortifications com- 
mand the passage, and the fate of erery ressel within range of 
cannon-shot. We passed these hatteries, the town, and harbour 
filled with merchantmen ^m erexy land, and huge three-deckers, 
ships of the line, and then went on through the clear limpid 
waters of the Neya, rarjing from fire to eight hundred yards in 
width, lined with flat unproductiTe shores, and corered with ugly 
and unpainted craft. 

The ever flowing and swift current coming from Lake Ladoga, 
impedes the progress ,of the ascending ressel, and for the ftrst 
hour upon the Nera the anxious trayeller looks in Tain for mj 
decided indication of his approach to the great capital of the N<Nrth. 
Upon the right he first discoyers the dark outlines of the forests, 
which half conceal and half disclose the white buildings of 
Oranienbaum, the palace of the orange grove, where Catherine 
erected her flying mountains, her summer pavilions and colon- 
nades. Passing these he looks again towards the east, until the 
goldeh dome of the great cathedral is seen, trembling like a ball 
of fire in the beams of the morning sun, and he involuntarily 
exclaims, "There is St. Petersburg!'^ Next arise before him the 
I'esplendent spires, the shining cupolas, and the tapering columns, 
then the citadel with its dark walls and bastions, and now the 
gorgeous palacas, which line both sides of the Neva — confined 
with banks of granite, and bearing upon its dark^blue bosom 
pleasure barges and boats of every colour. 

On the steamer reaching the granite quai^ another host of 
policemen rush on board, take possession of the luggage and 
bear it away ; and the traveller, confounded and confused with 
strange sights and sounds, follows them to the custom-house. 
He finds the great hall filled with an uncouth crowd of officers; 
—from among the pile of trunks^ boxes and carpet bags, he ex- 
tricates his own; and if they have not been already opened by 
t/jfilcejrs, or forced by the hands of some oi t\\e "Vi^at^ft^ i»«ti\Yj^ 
^e win himself unlock tbem, and a tall, t\iin, saWoy? vdl^vVv^xmJ^ 
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with a lieayj mustache, and in a dark-green surtQut, and wear- 
ing at the breast some dirty bits of ribbon, and medals of bad 
silTer, will commence the search. He will gently disarrange the 
articles of clothing, and say something in a low tone; if the 
stranger should comprehend, he will give the soldier a piece of 
money, and the examination of one parcel is accomplished. But 
if he is nepennimiak^ that is to say, if he is ignorant of the lan- 
guage or does not take the hint, the soldier proceeds with par- 
ticular energy to overhaul the contents of his trunk. Pie dives 
to the very bottom; turns all out topsy-turvy, looks at each thing 
^th much interest, will pocket, if he has a chance, any little 
trifle, and hand over to the superior officers all new and unworn 
articles of dress, all sealed packages, letters, books, newspapers, 
cigars, and other-matters, the importation of which may be illegal. 
At last he is released, pays to the officer in attendance a silver 
ruble, which is precisely equal to three quarters of the Spanish 
dollar, and is at liberty to depart for his hotel. 

The hotels of St. Petersburg deserve a passing notice. They 
are very numerous and very large, and those in the most fashion- 
able parts of the city, have most conspicuous sign-boards, upon 
which are written in Russian, in German, and in French, the 
names in which they flourish. Like all the large hotels both 
public and private in the city, they are entered by vl porte cocker e^ 
leading into a court-yard, and are in all respects upon a scale of 
grandeur, which corresponds with the prevailing idea of Russian 
magnificence. In external appearance they certainly are well 
appoint^, but if there is any thing which may be likened unto a 
whitened sepulchre, it is a Russian tavern. The staircases 
and passages conducting to the rooms, are filthy beyond be- 
lief, and abound with the most abominable odours; — and the 
chambers, which are furnished with a degree of luxury and ele- 
gance scarcely to be expected, are alive with the most disgusting 
vermin. The sofas and settees of crimson velvet, and the heavy 
damask curtains of the bed and windows conceal multitudes of 
creeping things, and if the floor is covered with a carpet, whole 
legions of fleas are sure to nestle in its warm recesses. This is 
the case at the great establishment of Coulen^ in St. Michael's 
square, and also at Demouth's, beside Wie "NLca^^ ^<dXi'^« 
li IS impossible for any traveWex comvi\% ^^wxw ^^ -«^'i^v^^^'^ "vs 
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an unknown tongue, he pays the highest price, and receives a 
hillet of residence, renewable at oartain stated times. This billet 
is good only for the capital and ike immediate yicinitj, and if he 
wishes to proceed to the interior or elsewhere, he mast go 
throngh other forms and take o«t other papers. The exactitude 
and the particularity with which these things are done, is remark- 
(Ale. In all probability, no foreigner during the last hundred 
years, has entered Russia in a time of peace, whose name and 
movements were not perfectly well known to the police. An 
American gentleman travelling for pleasure, visited St. Peters- 
burg in 1^0, and in 1843, went there £^in on business. The 
day after his arrival for the seccmd time, he went to the Alien 
Office, and as usual was questioned as to his name and occupa- 
tion, and upon giving his reply, was surprised to hear the officers 
remind him that he had been in Russia twenty-three years be- 
fore, as a traveller. 

Such are the events attending the arrival of the stranger in 
this country ; those connected with his departure may as well be 
mentioned here. Every foreigner, who is not a Russian subject^ 
wishing to leave St. Petersburg, is obliged to publish his inten-. 
tion of so doing in three consecutive numbers of the Gazette <tf 
the Academy — a process that occupies a week or ten days, and 
the avowed object of which is to guard the interests of creditors. 
This rule is certainly good, so far as it protects tradesmen from 
the frauds of those birds of passage who fly from one land ie 
another and prey upon the confidence of shop-keepers. After 
advertising, the person thus intending to leave must address a 
petition to the Governor of the city, which petition, after passing 
through several departments, reaches the bureau of the Chief of 
Police, and the required passport is granted to the petitioner. 
If the person applying for the passport is a Russian subject^ 
several weeks, if not months and years, are occupied in forcing 
the application through the various departments, and even then, 
the necessary permission cannot be obtained without the aid of 
large sums of money. Four and five hundred roubles are fre- 
quently expended before the all-important document is received. 

By a ukase promulgated in 1842, these difficulties were greatly 
increased: every nobleman going beyond the bounds of the em- 
pire for purposes not connected with the pursuits of trade, was 
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CHAFTER XI. 

Impressions of St. Petersburg — The Admiralty — Canals — ^Bridgech— 
Quai Anglais — Statue of Peter — ^Winter Palace -^-Summer Gardens 
— ^Islands of the Neva — Column of Alexander — Equipages — Ingria 
-y-Foundation of St. Peterburg — Fortifications — ^Arcliitecture — ^Effect 
oif Climate — Summer Evenings. 

With the pennis de sejour in his pocket, the mind of the 
traveller is sufficiently composed to receive other and more 
agreeable impressions of St. Petersburg, and he goes forth to 
satisfy his curiosity among her stately edifices and crowded 
thoroughfares. The dimension, extent, and colours of the 
buildings, the strange and various costumes, the number and 
style of the equipages of this magnificent city, seen in the light 
of a summer sun, never fail to delight the stranger, or to call 
forth his repeated exclamations of amazement. 

The banks of the Neva, with its quays of solid granite, and 
adorned with a vast range of palaces of almost every description 
of architecture; the Neva itself, the most pellucid of European 
rivers, covered with fantastic little boats; the Admiralty, with 
its extensive facades, monuments, and colonnades, the Nevskoi 
Prospect, the Broadway of the capital, filled with horsemen and 
footmen in uniforms and liveries of every variety and descrip- 
tion, are in themselves sufficient to surpass all the expectations 
of the tourist. If he looked no farther, and went away with 
no other than this passing view to remind him of the imperial 
city, he would say that it was the most magnificent of European 
capitals. 

St. Petersburg is built upon a marsh, and occupies not only 
the southern bank of the Neva, but also several islands in the 
channel of the river. It is intersected by the windings of the 
stream, and subdivided by the various canals, originally con- 
structed for purposes of drainage. The river and canals are 
banked up with walls of solid masonry, and embellished with 
pavements and parapets of hewn granite^ forming delightful 
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Among the latter are the immense bmldings of the Mining 
CcMTps, the harracks of the sereral corps of cadets, the beautiful 
Academj of the Fine Arts, with the space ia front containing 
the fi^hynxes brought firom Egypt, the Mcmument of Roumiant- 
aoff; the Academj of Sciences, and lastly the Exchange and 
Custom-house, upon the Strelka point, affording one of the finest 
▼iews of the imperial city. 

To the east of the Strelka point is the Httle islet of the fort- 
ress, with its dadc turrets, and the spire of St. Peter and St 
Paul, gilded with dueat gold, and rising in beautiiiil proportion 
amidst the domes and columns of the capital. Directly behind 
thk little island is the larger one of Aptekaiskoi, where the first 
foundations of the city were laid. The other islands, as 
Petrosky, the delight of Peter; Krestorsky, the possession and 
mmmer residence of the Princess Belosselsky Belozersky; the 
Kammenoi Ostroff, the domain of the Grand Duke Michael; 
and Yelaguine, the property of the Empress, are united with 
elegant bridges, trarersed with fine roads, laid out to the water s 
edge with parks and forests, and in the summer, when they are 
the resort of all the more refined society of St. Petersburg, 
present the most delightful and enchanting aspect. They are 
embellished witb rilks, shell chateaux and &ntastic cottnges of 
the nobles, whose receptions and entertainments are perpetual. 
A drive through the islands during the eyenii^ of July is ex- 
ceedingly agreeable. At every turn in the road beautiful aquatic 
perspectives, and lawns containing Chinese Pagodas, Grecian 
temples, and Italian colonnades, are continually presented to the 
eye. The charming residences of Nesselrode, Laval, and Stro- 
gonoff, of the Duke of Oldenburg, and the Emperor and others, 
are surrounded with parks, and ornamented with pavilions 
covered with vines, and terraces filled with flowers to the water s 

Amidst these perfumed bowers and the sound of music, it is 
easier to think of the banks of the Amo than to believe that^ 
only thirty years ago, all was a complete swamp^ A theatre is 
<^n during the afternoon, the ball-rooms are crowded every 
evening, rockets are let off, and the groves and gardens are illu- 
minated every night with coloured lamps and fireworks. 

.Ill tibe evening of July and August the summec ^axdftu& oxft 
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fiUed with'orowds of odnunoiMn, who promenade andlistsaf^ 
the bands of 'the Imperial Guaids. To the west of these 
gardens is the Champ de Mars, — an extensive pkdn, bonnded oil 
two sides by the Moika eanal, and the immense edifice known 
as the barracks of the Paolofikoi regiment. Crossing the Moika^ 
we approach the palace and gardens of the Gtrand Duke Michael; 
and thence over the bridge of the Oatherina canal, we reach the 
vicinity of the imperial stables, containing twelve hundred 
carriages, the private property of the Imperial Family. Beyond 
this is the great irregular square of the Admiralty, which, for 
the extent and dimension of the edifices surrounding it, is pro* 
bably without a parallel in the world. On one side is the IsaaiA 
Place, with the church and the monument of Peter; on anotha 
the Admiralty and the Winter Palace, whose double facades now 
conceal the Neva; on another the extensive walls of the Imperial 
manage ; and on the fourth the superb Hotel of the Ekat-Mi^r. 
A linden walk reaches all around the Admiralty; and in the 
midst of the quadrangular space, between the Winter Palace and 
the Etat-Major, stands the column of Alexander, a polished 
diaft of red Finland granite, reared by the united effort of more 
than one hundred thousand men, assisted with powerful machi* 
nery. This very beautiful monolith is surmounted with an angel, 
bearing the cross, and measures one hundred and fifty-four feet 
from the base to the cap. Three streets branch off from the 
Admiralty square. The first of these, and one of the finest in 
the world, is the Nevsky Perspective, extending from the Admi- 
ralty to the monastery of Alexander Nevsky, a distance of three 
miles. It has a broad walk of flag stone on either side, and the 
carriage-way is paved with blocks of wood, laid with great care 
upon a floor of plank, and forming a smooth and level surface. 

The Nevsky is bordered with large and handsome houses, the 
basements of which contain the shops of fashion, and the upper 
stories are inhabited by the families of officers and foreign mer- 
chants. It contains also a few private hotels of great elegance ; 
—the Anitchkoff palace, the Alexander theatre, the bronze 
statues of Kutusoff and Barclay de Tolly, the Church of our 
Lady of Kazan, whose semicircular colonnades in front, (some- 
tb/nglike those built by Bernini before ^t. "Petexa^^^ioxisv^X, ^sS. 
nfore tbaa one hundred columns of the Conxi\.\iiaxL at\«t^ V>cl^ 
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Roman and yarious Protestant churches, the huildings of the 
Imperial Library, the Gostinoi Dvor or the grand Bazaar, a great 
Asiatic arcade, containing two hundred shops, filled with eveiy 
kind of merchandise; and thus up to the green, and blue, and 
stanrydomes, and red cloisters of the monastery of St. Alexander, 
at the extreme end of this 'superb avenue. The Nevsky is 
crowded with yehicles of every kind, from the coach-and-four, 
with its bearded Jehu, little postilion, and gaily dressed footmen, 
to the humble droskey; and is thronged with ladies, servants in 
liyery, officers and soldiers in every uniform, Circassians and 
Cossacks in appropriate costume, civilians in civil habitSi 
Russian merchants in caps and long blue surtouts, and Russian 
serfs in sheepskins. 

The province of Ingria, now represented by the department 
of St Petersburgh, and comprising the low swampy country 
between the Lake Ladoga and the Gulf of Finland, was at a 
very early period the scene of repeated conflicts between the 
Swedes and the inhabitants of Novogorod. Both contended for 
the possession of a country. which appears to have been almost 
uninhabited and uninhabitable. The only probable conclusion 
we can now arrive at, as to the advantages either party expected 
to derive from the absolute sovereignty of this wilderness, must 
be found in- the real or supposed value of the navigation of the 
Neva, for purposes of commerce. The republic of Novogorod 
was a great commercial state in the thirteenth century; and by 
reference to any map, representing its geographical position, the 
importance of the Neva, as the inlet and outlet of its trade, 
will be perceived. One of the most celebrated victories men- 
tioned in Russian history, is that of Alexander, Prince of Novo* 
gorpd, ov«r the Swedes and Teutonic Knights in 1241; — a 
victory which secured to the conqueror the surname of Nevsky, 
and. to Novogorod the undisputed possession of this part of the 
Baltic coast for two handred years. But when Novogorod was 
cotiquered by the Muscovites, and Ingria retaken by the Swedes 
(both of which events happened about the same time,) the latter 
people maintained their hold of the disputed province with little 
interruption until 1 700, when the famoua vi«t Vi^Vw^«^ "S^^si. 
the Great of Russia and Charles tVie TN^eV^Oa. c>i ^^^^««^^' 
netred the contest for the posseaaiioii ot lti\gcvBu ^^N««^ ^^^ 
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triumphant, and he immediately determined to build a fortress 
that would secure, and a city that would adorn, his new empire 
in the west. He -selected for this purpose the low islands of 
the Neva, at that time surrounded by silent forests, the lonely 
habitation of a few Finnish hunters. In 1703, upon the day of 
the Holy Trinity, he laid with his own hands, upon a little 
island, the first stone of the foundations of the citadel. Tlie 
multitudes he had collected from every part of tlie empire were 
obliged, for the want of the necessary implements of labor, to 
dig out the soil with their naked hands, and carry it away ia. 
bags made with their clothing. In the midst of difficulty and 
privation, and notwithstanding the ravages of a disease which 
carried off more than 100,000 of the workmen, the fortress was 
ccHnpleted in the short space of five months, and remains to this 
day a monument of the ruthless energy of the Czar. He also 
fortified the point of the island which divides the river into two 
branches called the Great and Little Neva. This fortification 
was commanded by Basil Kortchumine, and when Peter sent 
him his orders, he was in the habit of saying, '^ VaciUou na 
ostroff** — ^to Basil in the island; whence we have Vassili 
Ostroff, the name of the island at the present time. 

No sooner were the defences completed, than the Czar <x>m- 
menced building the city, which he had already called St. 
Petersburg, inl honor of his patron saint, to whom it [was 
consecrated. His own house, a small wooden building, con- 
taining two chambers and a kitchen, — one or two houses of the 
same size, and the miserable hovels of many thousand la- 
bourers, constituted the new capital at the end of 1703. In 
1714 appeared the ukases in which the exertions and intentioiMS 
of the Czar are made manifest. Bv one of these ukases 
three hundred and fifty noble families were ordered to establish 
themselves in the new capital, and to build houses in the places 
indicated by the sovereign. By another, the merchants and 
mechanics were obliged to build three hundred houses. By 
another, the use of stone was prohibited for a certain time in 
every city in the empire, except St. Petersburg; and by an- 
other, every ship arriving in the harbour was to bring a certain 
quantity of stone, according to the size and t<mnage. Artisans 
pad engixteers. were invited from ^rtrj co«ntry in Europe, and 
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the jsame neasiires and «otiyity were employed as marked the 
rise and progress of Constantinople under Constantine the 
Qreat. In 1724 two^mid-tlurtj ships arrived from different 
countries. In 1750 the population amounted to eighty thou* 
Btokd^ aiid in 1840, to four hundred and fifty thousand. 

The first humble residence of Peter and of Catherine stil^ 
stands upon the spot on which it was erected, and from its 
threshold may now be seen the immense palaces and stately 
stntctures of the city, which occupies the bosom of the morass. 
The wonderful rapidity with which all this was effected, must 
be a subject of fiin^rise, and will to a certain extent excuse the 
£GMlts of style and construction which will £4>pear upon a more 
minute inyestigation of the architectural magnificence of St« 
Peterdbuxg. 

In consequence of the wet and 3rielding nature of the soil, 
great precamtioxs are taken to prepare a proper ^Dundation for 
the building to be erected. Where a heavy weight is to be 
fflifttaiiied, it is frequently hecessary to drive five or six succes* 
sire rows of piles, to give a firm sv^port to the superincumbent 
mass. Officers are appointed to see that this is done with care,' 
and the plan as well as the proposed style of every edifice, must 
be submitted to the consideration of the architect of the govern 
ment, who may alter and unprove as it may appear desirable. 
A new palace was recently constructed for the hereditary Grand 
Duke, and the owner of some vacant ground in the neighbour* 
hood, Who desired to buUd upon it, was compelled to consult the 
imperial taste, by running up a wooden wall, made and painted 
to resemUe as near as possible the fa9ade of the building to be 
erected. It was examined from the windows of the palace, waa 
not found unsightly or objectionable, and the builder was per- 
mitted to proceed. Brick is the material generally used for 
exterior walls, wood, being prohibited, and stone being too ex- 
pensive. As soon as the brick wall is dry, it receives a coat of 
plaster, which is washed white, or yellow, or pink, according to 
the fancy of the proprietor. This plaster is stained and cracked 
with the humidity and frosts of autumn, and peels off with the 
storms and severe cold of winter. The pilasters and ornamented 
cornices are universally affected in DeceToAiet "m\3cL ^ ^wX. ^ 
cuticular eruption, and before S5xing-limet\x^^^»^^^^^'^^^'^'^^^ 
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upon the Winter Palace, and in tlie nicbes of the imperial and 
noble dwellings, have lost llieir heads or arms or some other 
member, and certainly present a most woful and ludicrous 
appearance. 

Toivards the first of June some seventy or eighty thousand 
Berfii come from the interior, and are set to work to repair and 
re-heautify the magnificent city. Cosmetics in the shape of a 
new coat of plaster and a new w^sh of colour, are applied, and 
by the time the ice has disappeared and the first steamers have 
arrired, St. Petersburg looks iis fresh, and bright, and beautiful 
as summer tourists hate described it. It must he confessed that 
this nice and new appearance, and the immense extent and 
variety of the buildings, have an imposing and grand effect; but 
■with the exception of the really superb palace of the Grand 
Dulte Michael, the foultless elegance of the Academy of Fine 
Arts, and a few other buildings, no edifice deserres a particular 
and especial commendation. 

The time of all times to look with pleasure upon the lofty and 
Tnrious edifices of St. Petersburg, is the summer erening, when 
the strong light from her northern sun, and the glare from her 
brilliant colours, are subdued by twilight. The warm and 
weary day of August begins to fail between eight and nine 
o'clock, and the soft and mellow lines succeeding sunset, then 
clolhe with a peculiar beauty the colonnades and deep embra- 
sures of every palace. 

This is the most agreeable of the diurnal hours of a Russian 
mmmer. A cool breeze from the Baltic ripples the current of 
the Neva, and the tinkling guitar or the voice of Bong is beard 
from the passing gondola. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The Hermitage — Imperial Library — Academy of Naval Cadets — ^Im- 
perial Lyceums — Chmrches — ^Tombs of the Czars — Environs of the 
Capital — ^Peterhoff — ^Fetes of July — Rural Hermitage of Catherine-^- 
Imperial Fishing—Railroad — Tsarskoe — Parks and Promenades «- 
Fountain of the Broken Pitcher. 

It requires many days to see the various objects of interest in 
St. Petersburg. The Hermitage contains two thousand pictures, 
comprising the collections made by Sir Robert Walpole, the 
Prince of Gonde, and others, and abounds in the best produc- 
tipns of the Flemish school. It also contains the private libraries 
of Voltaire, Diderot, Zimmerman, Busching, and other distin- 
guished sages, vast numbers of antique medals, cameos, and 
precious ornaments of every age and nature. Within it are the 
&mous Winter Gardens, and the scenes of the voluptuous 
bsuiquets of the chosen few, whose wit or genius or good taste 
procured admission for them to the familiar society of Catherine. 
The imperial library contains nearly five hundred thousand volumes 
and manuscripts, the greater part of which are a portion of the 
spoils of Poland. The manuscripts from Persia and every part 
of Asia are exceedingly valuable and interesting. Some of the 
Ijatin writings of the fifth, sixth, and seventh centuries are 
richly illuminated and adorned with arabesques. A codex, 
containing the four Evangelists on purple vellum and in letters 
of gold, with marginal notes in silver characters, is said to be 
the work of the Empress Theodora. This precious document 
Tvas taken by the Russians during the campaign in Asia Minor, 
in 1829. Besides all these, there is a most extraordinary and 
valuable collection of romances, original correspondence and love- 
letters of the Kings and Queens of France and Scotland, for 
many centuries before the Revolution. They were saved from 
destruction and purchased for a trifle by Doubrowsky, after the 
taking of the Bastile, and transferred by him to the Imperial 
library. Among other curiosities, in a very rare assortment of 
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royal penmansliip, Is a writing exercise of Louis the Fourteenth, 
copied hy him many times. It is as follows : *^ Les rots font ce 
quils veulent; ilfaut leur ohSir;" a lesson never forgotten hy 
the great King. 

The Museum of Peter contains his clothes and tools and 
specimens of his handicraft ; the Museum of the Academy of 
Sciences a vast collection of Japanese, Mongol, and Thihethian 
manuscripts ; the Museum of the Mining Corps, large specimens 
q{ native gold, and suhterranean galleries which represent the 
appearance of the Ural mines and tl^e operations of the miners ; 
the Academy of the Naval Cadets, a large model of the frame of 
the old American frigate President, which is annually taken 
apart and rehuilt hy the senior class of students. Besides these,, 
there are Imperial lyceums, gymnasiums, universities, military 
schools, schools of engineers, of law, medicine, pharmacy, 
foresters, pages, actors, and singers. Then there are the Impe- 
rial institutions for the education of young ladies of noble 
birth ; of St. Catherine, for the instruction of the daughters of 
oflficers of rank ; of the patriotic ladies of St. Petersburg, for the 
<;are of the orphans of poor officers ; foundling hospitals which 
receive six thousand infants per annum ; retreats for the deaf, 
dumb, and blind, and various others too numerous to mention ; 
all of which result from the munificence of the Emperor, or 
from the bounty of some very rich or very ambitious person who 
is careful to imitate the imperial virtues. 

There are two hundred churches and chapels in St. Peters- 
burg, most of them crowned with four or five golden or parti- 
coloured cupolas, and all adorned internally with a profusion of 
<>maments. In the church of our Lady of Kazan are the shrines 
and miraculous images of the Virgin and the saints, adorned 
with plates of gold and crowns of jewels, and along the walls 
and upon the columns, hang the tattered flags of France, Persia, 
Turkey, and of Poland. Here too is the baton of Davoust, wha 
ivas the governor of Moscow, and here the tomb of Kutusofi; 
the hero of Smolenskoi. In the church of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, within the walls of the fortress, are the sarcophagi of 
granite, containing the remains of Peter the Great and of his 
successors. Above and around them hang the coxmtless trophies 
of Russian war, — the banners of Charles the Twelfth, of the 
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great Frederick of Prussia, and of the Shahs and Sultans of 
Persia and of Turkey. The church of the Holy Trinity, at the 
southern termination of the Nevsky, contains the relics of St. 
Andrew and St. Alexander. The latter, who achieved a victory 
upon the hanks of the Neva over the Swedes, in 1241, was 
originally huried in a convent upon the Volga, and hecame one 
of the favourite saints of the Russians. Peter, with the hope 
of reconciling his people to his new capital, transferred his hones 
to the gorgeous Cathedral of the Trinity, inclosed them in a silver' 
shrine, and surrounded them with all the splendor that gold and 
jewellery could hestow. 

In the neighhourhood of the capital are several magnificent 
palaces of the Czar. We went out of the city hy the Riga gate, 
and passing the cottages of Dom Drury, where once stood the 
palace erected by the Emperor Alexander, for his mistress the 
Princess Narishkin ; Strelna, once the hahitation of the Grand 
Duke Constantino ; and the many country residences and gar- 
dens, and stagnant pools of water, extending for six or seven 
miles along a very dusty avenue, reached the famous house of 
Peter. The terraces command a view of the coasts of Finland, 
and the gardens reach down to the very shores of the gulf below. 
It is useless to linger upon a particular description of the won- 
ders of Peterhoff. The palace is a compound of all styles of 
architecture. The rooms are filled with every contrivance of 
luxury and art, and the parks are ornamented with all that 
human ingenuity could suggest. An abundant supply of water 
enables the imperial proprietors to astonish the beholders with a 
display of artificial cascades and fountains not at all inferior in . 
effect to those of Versailles. 

The illumination during the fetes of July, when hall and 
bower, wood and water, suddenly emerge from the doubtftti 
obscurity of midnight into resplendent light; — when every leaf 
in the long linden alleys is seen to sparkle, and the* spray of 
every fountain to scintillate beneath the lustre of myriads of 
rockets and coloured lamps, surpassing all that imagination can 
conceive. We saw the summer-house where Peter loved to 
linger with his dark-eyed mistress, an humble girl of Poland;— 
we saw Mon Plaisir^ where the Imperial Elizabeth was wont to 
aimuse herself with feasts of love and dixmei^ of Wt o^tl ^i.^^-- 
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ing, — and ive saw also the lesser Hermitage of tlie Becotiil 
Catberine, a favorite resort of Iiers on summer afternoons. Sbe 
vas, it seems, so pensive, that she had deep ditches made all 
around this sylvan solitude. Ti> guard her meditations from tlie 
inquisitirc eyes or ears of menials, refreshments were introduced 
from the rooms below to her a]iartments, aud placed upon Lei 
table by machinery. The adjoining groves had often witnessed 
ber splendid festivals, and tradition tells of the youths arrayed in 
fhiCe and shining garments, ivho danced in the noodlands to 
the voices of liidden nymphs; and of the rustic benches, which 
touched by springs moved and formed info fables and little 
seats, covered as if by magic with the richest and rarest viunds, 
served up in gold and silver. Tlie mechanical ducks, a remnant 
of her imperial playthings, can still be seen upon the ornamental 
waters, performing aquatic feasts. In the neighboring wood is 
an artificial tree, so made a3 to deceive even a practised eye. 
Its shade invites the stranger to approach, and the soft sod 
around its twisted roots entices hira to be seated, — whereupon 
an invisible fountain, acting like an immense watering-pot, 
poured from above, furnishes as cool a shower bath as he could 
possibly desire. 

We visited a muddy £sh-pond, well filled with carp, and saw 
the keeper feed them. He first rings a sort of dinner-bell, and 
the fish immediately assemble, aa if aware of the importance of 
punctuality. The lodge of this keeper was near the pond, and 
is a little palace of itself. Perceiving an unusal preparation, of 
inagniiicent fishing-tackle, we were informed upon enquiry that 
the Emperor and his family would be there in a little while to 
fish, and take tea. Presently several carriages arrived with ser- 
vants and waiting-maids, in the livery of the Empress. Next 
came the wagons, containing the tea-urns, and provisions suffi- 
cient for a regiment. As evening was last approaching, andi 
as it was time to go on board the steamer returning to the city; 
moreover, as it was not becoming to stare at majesty, wbUe 
engaged in fishing, we withdrew. 

. On repairing to tlie harbour, we soon left the Imperial resi- 
dence behind us. The boat was crowded with all kind of 
people, of every nation. Not a few of them were strangers like 
outselvea, and some were persons of rank and consideration. 
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Seyeral Russian ladies were smoking their cigars with great 
composure; among them, quite conspicuous for heautj of person 
aiid attire, was a countess. She was attended hy a frowsy foot- 
man, in a suit of livery, which may once have heen gay and 
handsome, hut now was stained and spotted with time and filth. 
His chapeau was enormous, very antique, and not inappropriately 
termed hy a companion " the last of the cocked hats." When 
we reached St. Petershurg, the countess sent her lackey for a 
droskey. Now a common droskey is nothing hut a bench, 
resting upon springs, and running upon four wheels. Though 
intended for one person only, it will take two. So the beautiful 
countess seated herself sidewise in front, and the hideous lackey 
a-straddle right behind her, and away they went, bouncing over 
the pavement, a singular spectacle to unaccustomed eyes. 

Tsarskoe-celo, the village of the Czar, is reached in half an 
hour by the railway. This railway was the first which was 
ever constructed, in Russia. At the beginning it was rather 
regarded with prejudice by the mass, but as it was undertaken 
with the consent and countenance of the Emperor, no one dared 
to raise objection. By the time it went into active operation, 
and the Imperial family had passed and re-passed several times 
in safety, it became quite fashionable in the summer-time to 
ride down to Tsarskoe^ or to Pavlovsky, the Yauxhall of Russia. 
On one occasion the confidence of the Russian public was inter- 
rupted by a serious accident. The cars took fire, and several 
people who could not or would not break open the doors of the 
carriage in which they were riding, were burned to death. 
Nothing so shocks a Russian community as accidents attended 
with loss of life. When Carter the lion-tamer went to St. 
Petersburg, he was permitted to exhibit his animals, but not to 
€nter the cages, lest he should be devoured in the presence of 
the people. In consequence of the accident upon the railroad 
I have mentioned, no one would run the risk of travelling by 
steam to Tsarskoe; and the Emperor, in a paroxysm of rage, 
ordered the president of the company to appear before him. 
This happened to be no less a person than a descendant of the 
great Catherine, a left-handed cousin of his Majesty, and by 
universal report, one of the most intelligent and faithful subjects. 
He was fortunately absent on a visit to h\« e^tdl^^vaXVL^ ^^>^\.ViL 
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of Russia. Couriers "were instantly dispatched, with orders t0 
the Count to repair immediately to St. Petersburg, and report 
himself. He rode night and day, and reached the city in llie 
eyening. The Autocrat was at the theatre. Thither the CouBt 
repaired, and in the lobby adjoining the imperial box, received 
the rebuke of his angry sovereign. Fortunately the tempest 
was partially allayed before his arrival; the Count moreover 
was a favourite, and well knew whom he had to deal with. He 
received the Imperial threats with due submission, and was 
dismissed with orders to be at the railway station at an early 
hour the next morning. He was there at the appointed time, 
and so was Nicholas. An engine was ordered to '^ fire up," a 
car was attached thereto, and away went the master and the 
subject for Tsarskoe-celo. No accident occurred. His Majesty 
was gracious, the Count was most agreeable. They returned in 
safety; and when they left the car, the Emperor embraced the 
noble president of the railroad company avec effusion de cceur. 
Public confidence was restored, stock went up, and travel was 
immediately renewed. 

The palace and grounds of Tsarskoe-celo rival in beauty and 
splendour any royal residence in Europe. It is utterly impos- 
sible to convey an adequate idea of the immense sums which 
have been squandered upon thb imperial habitation. The 
exterior walls were originally gilded with gold, at the cost of 
many millions. This was torn off by the rude blasts of winter. 
The vast saloons of the interior still retain the evidences of the 
boundless wealth and extravagance of the second Catherine. 
Some rooms are completely covered with gold ; walls and ceil- 
ings of glass and amber; floors of ebony and i»other-of-pearl, 
and furniture exceeding in value all the treasures of Windsor 
or Versailles. The ceremonious pomp of Catherine was prao* 
ticed here. Here she received ambassadors and foreign poten- 
tates, and astonished the princes of the East with untold 
splendor. The surpassing majesty of her person, attended by 
a host of brilliant retainers, from the stately Orloff to the 
renowned and amiable dwarf. Count Boruwlaski, marched 
through these halls in the full panoply of courtly pride and 
decoration. 

The parks about the palace are very extensive, and diversified 
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hefe and there with towers in ruin, Chinese pagodas, and ianf 
cifdl bridges of marble and iron, thrown across the streams and 
cascades which intersect the grounds in various directions. 
There is a little castle filled with antique armor; obelisks, 
pyramids and columns, and a Swiss dairy farm, with stalls and 
stables, containing the finest breeds of cattle in the world. In 
the warm and pleasant afternoons, the walks are filled with 
people firom the city, and bands of music play constantly 
for th^ amusement. The Imperial family were residing here 
about the period of our yisit. In our morning walks, before 
the crowd were up and stirring, we sometimes saw the ladies of 
the Imperial family riding in the forest. On one occasion, the 
Grand Duchess Olga, dressed with simplicity, and attended only 
by her maid, was seen tripping along the lawns which border a 
fairy lake, filled with white swans and ships in miniature. 

Our path that morning lay for the fountain of the Broken 
Pitcher. The dear spring water is brought by hidden pipes to 
the tc^ of a rock of granite. Upon this rock stands the figure 
of a weeping girl^ and from the mouth of the broken pitcher at 
her feet, runs the clear stream of water. We found one of the 
imperial senrants there, awaiting the arrival of the Duchess, who 
in her walk was to return this way to quaff from the crystal 
fountain. His salver was neither of gold nor silver, but an 
otdinary plate, upon which rested two plain glass goblets. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



Model Farm— -rAgricultnral Instraction — ^Implements — Alexandroffisky 
— American Mechanics — Railway to Moscow — George W. Whistler 
—The Foundry — ^Importation of Machinery^ — American Enterprise. 

A FiTRTHER description of this or the numerous other royal 
palaces, would be wearisome both to the reader and the writer. 
Much more interesting is the Imperial farming institution, also 
in the vicinity of the capital. This is a model farm of seven 
hundred acres, and a school for the improvement and instruction 
of the peasantry. With the exception of the hedges planted 
about it in the English style, nothing in the condition and 
management of the farm itself is entitled to particular observe^ 
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tion. • A museum is attached to the premises, full of all kinds 
of agricultural implements, from the outlandish machines called 
Russian ploughs, to the light and simple article hy that name 
from the United States. The stalls contain fine cattle of various 
breeds, and we obseryed some model cottages, inhabited by those 
who, having passed their time as common labourers, were now 
learning to live as farmers should live, like men and Christians. 
We tasted the bread, butter, cheese, and various preparations of 
milk, the produce of the place, all of which were as good as 
these things always are at model farms. Two hundred peasants, 
from sixteen to twenty years of age, are educated here. Each 
province is allowed to send a certain number, who are supposed 
to be selected with reference to their superior intelligence and 
industry. Fifly of them are graduated, and a new class of fifty 
admitted every year. We were informed by the director of the 
establishment, a German, that some of the graduates have 
turned out well, and some been found indifferent and incurable. 
To teach them cleanliness is almost impossible; and he assured 
us that when they first entered the school, they literally did not 
know the difference between sweet and sour. 

The foundry of Alexandroffsky, near the gates of St. Peters- 
burg, is now in the possession and under the control of American 
mechanics in the employ of the Government. 

As the Russians were incapable of doing many kinds of work, 
it was necessary to resort to Sweden for assistance, and sixty 
intelligent mechanics were brought from that country. The 
foundry was enlarged, all was soon in movement, and three 
thousand artizans employed in the manufacture of two hundred 
locomotives and seven thousand cars, in one of the best and 
most complete establishments in the world. It was visited by 
^e Minister and the Princes, and all were delighted with the 
experiment and the improvement. Other contracts for the 
making of engines and steam-boats, amounting to many millions 
of money, were offered to the Americans. When they com- 
menced operations, they were desirous of introducing a system 
of police, altogether different from that prevailing at Alex- 
androffsky. Their humane exertions were frustrated by the 
utter ignorance of the Russian labourers of all notions of com- 
mon honesty or morality. Some of them were ser& of the 
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Croivn, some of them serfs of the nobles, and some free pea* 
sants. They would steal whatever they could conveniently 
conceal, and carried off in their clothing, tools, bits of brass, 
^copper, or whatever else would purchase a dram. It became 
absolutely necessary, therefore, to adopt the old practice of 
having soldiers stationed at the entrances, and every Russian 
vrho passed out was regularly searched. Every morning some 
were so intoxicated as to be unable to work; these were given 
in charge to a police officer, by whom they were stripped and 
flogged. The Emperor visited the works at Alexandrofifsky, not 
long since, and expressed his satisfaction to Messrs. Eastwick, 
Harrison, and Winants, by presenting each of them. with a 
diamond ring.. He also passed over the railway as far as 
Colpemo, to which point it is finished, and returned to confer 
upon the distinguished engineer the order of St. Anne, and to 
express his gratification in a ukase. The railway to Moscow 
will be completed in 1849. 

In 1842, the most valuable import into Russia from the 
United States, next after the article of cotton, was machinery. 
This was mostly intended for the foundry of Alexandrofifsky. 
and the furtherance of the work upon the railroad. The steam 
earth-excavators and steam pile-drivers were considered extra- 
ordinary productions, and so useful did they appear that direc- 
tions were given for their further importation and their general 
use upon the various public works. It was about this time that 
an American dentist arrived from Paris to inspect the imperial 
masticators, and so successful were his operations that he was 
decorated with the ribbon of St. Andrew. Soon after, Nicholas 
sent to America for bridge-builders and millwrights, as Peter 
sent to Holland for blacksmiths and carpenters. The report of 
this exceeding partiality for the citizens of the republic soon 
attracted attention in the United States, and during the ensuing 
summer, almost every steamer brought in some enterprising son 
of New England. Patent fire-arms, contrivances for making 
pins, and specimens of almost every new invention were pre- 
sented for the patronage of the Autocrat. Letters were addressed 
to his Imperial Majesty from individuals residing in the far 
west, requesting service in the army and navy; while his excel- 
lency the American Minister received parcels marked ^' this 
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fiide up with care," containing various articles which he wsus 
directed to deliver immediately to the Emperor of all the 
Russias. These were daguerreotype views, models of hridges 
and floating docks, and plans and specifications for building 
ships and steam-boats. One person was ready to supply any 
demand for excellent clocks; another forwarded a set of minersil 
teeth as a sample of his workmanship; another presented his 
Majesty with a work on the treatment of diseases of the spine; 
another sent to each of the Imperial family a l»rrel of Newtown 
pippins, and some member of the temperance society, an awful- 
looking picture of the human stomach diseased by the use of 
brandy. Never was there such a prospect of the tide of emigra- 
tion running eastward, and if the Emperor had not published a 
ukase, stating that no presents whatever, coming horn unknown 
individuals, would be received in future by the Imperial family, 
the regeneration of the Empire might have been completed 
through the agency of speculating Y^iikees. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Indications of Winter — ^Effects of the Cold — Sleighing — Streets of St, 
Petersburg — Bussian Mountain — Bear Hunting — Academies of 
Science and Art — Theatres — Actors — The Opera — ^The Corps de 
Ballet — ^Musio — ^Dress — ^The Clubs — ^Whist Playing. 

Thb delicate and vaporous hues of the long twilights of July, 
are followed in September by the dark nights and gloomy days 
of the early winter of the North. The leaves have all witherc^J, 
the air is sharp, the sky looks gray and dull. The south-west 
winds begin their wailing accents, the Neva joins in with mourn- 
fill murmurs, and all nattire sighs with seeming sadness over 
the early grave of summer. Clouds of dust sweep through the 
great avenues and penetrate the crevices of every door and 
window. Colds and asthmas prevail. Strangers prepare to 
leave. Housekeepers are engaged in putting in double window- 
sashes, and lining the doors with felt, and every one who is able 
flies from a country that Randolph of Roanoke, after an expe- 
rience of twenty days, described as a ^' land cursed with all the 
plagues without possessing any of the fertility of Egypt." It is 
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impossible to conceive a more disagreeable climate. Farost 
begins about the twenty-seventh of September, and l4sts until 
the first of May. It was calculated by the celebrated Euler 
ihat there are only sixty days in the year when it does not rain 
or snow at St. Petersburg. About the first of October the 
white standard floating upon the Winter Palace announces the 
presence o£ the Emperor. The aristocracy move to town. Furs 
are very comfortable without, and additional fires very necessary 
within doors. The fierce west wind, accompanied with whirling 
flurries of snow, brings up the water from the Gulf of Fin- 
land, and the Neva, (collecting in its channel the current 
from the lake above, to swell this tribute firom the sea 
below,) rises and overflows the adjacent country. Some- 
times this wind and water is so fraught with danger, as to fill 
the city with alarm ; and frequently the great guns booming 
from the fortress, announce to the inhabitants apprehension of 
disaster. It is by no means unusual to see the water in the 
streets. In 1824, St. Petersburg was covered as with a sea for 
two entire days. The basement of every house and palace was 
submerged, furniture and provisions floated upon the waste of 
waters; an inmiense amount of property was destroyed, and 
eight thousand people lost their lives. 

It is at this dreary season that the last steamer takes its de- 
parture for another land. The last boat ! How many anxious 
feelings are excited in the bosom of the resident at this an- 
noimcement ! How many assemble on the pier that day to gaze 
upon the envied few who are to escape before the great portals 
of the Baltic are locked with ice ! and when the last adieu is 
waved, and the lingering crowd disperse, how do the thoughts of 
all revert to other scenes ! To those who live in Russia, and 
who have lived elsewhere, the west apparently begins half way 
across the Baltic. There is something exceedingly sad in the 
aspect of the Russian autumn, but other than physical influ-i 
ences are active in producing the most paini^l sensations.. 
Gloomy and half-savage<-looking men, looking more gloomy and 
more unhappy because of the contrast with those who wear the. 
rich insignia of power, create unpleasant thoughts enough; but 
it is the silence imposed upon the tongue, the restraint which 
weighs upon the spirit, that produce the moat annoying imi^rea* 
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lioni upon the free-boni stranger in the cold despotism of the 
north. Ill 1843, a Eussian nohleman, while in England, en- 
jngcd a suitable person to superintend a manufactory he had 
r«'cently established in the Ticinity of St. Petersburg. The 
Euglishmnn was to receive a very handsome compensation, and 
irrired in Russia with the intention of reraiiining several years, 
II he was bound to do by contract. He was a hale, hearty, 
■tout fellow, as full of mirth and good humour as any English- 
man we ever saw. lie went to the fnctory, commenced work 
with great eamcBtness, and continued for some time to give 
latUfuction to his employer. But in tlie autumn he returned 
10 St, I'ctrrsburg, declared he could no longer support the 
moliincholy with which he was afflicted, and with tears rolling 
lown his ruddy eheets, and with groans enough to break his 
liwirl, he prayed to be relieved from his engagement. He 
would Bucrifice all he had, he would give up his prospects of 
fortune and preferment, to he permitted to leave Kussia and go 
;o Rome other oounlry. 

About the first of November the cold increases in severity; 
th« wntor is congealed to the consistency of jelly, and the snow 
AvcEcs as it falls. Still the mercury descends, and loivard the 
latter part of the month, the Neva is covered with solid ice. 
Tlio Russian rejoices when the snow is deep and hard, and as 
■oon as the police will permit him fo venture upon the ic&- 
bound river, he launches forth upon his sleigh and drives at full 
tpeed along the paths which are marked out with branches of 
the pine. Boats rigged with sails and impelled by the wind, 
glide swiftly up and down, and when it is not too cold, a few 
flkaters appear and practise the sport of winter. 

When these " melancholy days have come" the stranger break- 
feats at nine or ten o'clock with the aid of candlelight. Piercing 
with his eyes the glass of the double windows and the drowsy 
obscurity of day, he discovers snow enough to last for months. 
After the sun is fairly up, he wraps about him a pelisse lined 
ivith a fur, and out he goes into the clear cracking cold of a 
Russian winter morning. He finds the pavements nicely swept, 
and may walk ail day without a fall; or stepping into a frni'neau, 
he is off for the animated Nevsky. By four o''clock in the after- 
•loon lie £nds himself bumming "twilight dews," and hastens home 
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to dinner. This being over, he may repair to the French, German^, 
or Russian play, and thence to a masquerade or some similar, 
entertainment. And thus with the stranger go the days of 
winter. There is the greatest difference in European cities with 
respect to the attractions they offer to him who travels merely 
for amusement. Society is so organized in some capitals, is so 
affected by the peculiar customs of the people, or so regulated 
by the police or the policy of Government, as to assume certain 
marked and distinct features. Of all continental cities, Pans is^ 
deservedly the fevourite, — 

**L'on ne vit qu.% Paris et I'on y4ghte ailleurs.'* 

Next comes Vienna. Berlin is a poor imitation of St. Peters- 
burg. Whatever there is of display in the latter city is indeed, 
magnificent, but this is only occasional and always of a public, 
character. Nothing proceeds from the population. It is not a 
sprightly nor an interesting population, and after Bussian beards- 
and Russian sheepskins have become familiar to the eye, the. 
curiosity of the stranger is gratified. If he is not admitted to 
the festivities of the court, it is difficult to find amusement. 
With sight-seeing he is wearied in a week, and gladly leaves 
the imvaried scene to find in another city the bustle and the. 
gaiety, the comfort and the pleasure, the music and the beauty 
which were hidden from him here^ and which make every day a 
fete day. 

As the season advances, some bright clear days, by far the 
finest of the Russian year, bring out into the streets crowds of 
the population. The peasantry of the surrounding country flock 
to the city with their sleighs and horses, and the animation and 
variety of the multitude, who ride or walk upon the Nevsky, 
surpass all that is seen in summer. On such days as these, 
when no clouds dim the short triumphs of the sun, this beauti- 
ful promenade is crowded from twelve to two o'clock with the. 
most singular assembly of people in the world. Every descrip- 
tion of face and figure, from almost every country in Europe and 
of Asia, all wrapped in furs of the most common or most costly 
kind, occupy the side- walks; while the carriage-way is com- 
pletely filled with sleighs, from the dashing turn-out of the 
noble to the humble sledge of the Finnish woman, who sits upon 



78 THE CZAR, 



a large block of ice. They all drive with great rapidity, and yet 
an accident seldom occurs; for if any one is injured by accident 
or design, no matter which, the horses and equipage causing the 
injury are instantly seized by the police and confiscated. The 
side- walks in the Nevsky and along the quays and upon all the 
principal streets, are always cleared of snow and ice, and covered 
with clean gravel, so that the walking is as good in winter as 
in summer. This excellent practice was introduced by the 
Emperor Alexander, who was himself a famous pedestrian. 
■* The Emperor Nicholas is frequently seen in the Nevsky. 
His approach will be noticed by the unusual flutter of the crowd, 
as if his coming had been announced by an avant courier. Hats 
fly off, and each one wheels to the right-about, and waits the 
approach of his Imperial Majesty. If he rides, it is in an old 
and forlorn barouche or sleigh ; if he walks, it is alone and at a 
moderate pace. There is nothing in his appearance to attract 
attention. A tall figure in a chapeau and plume, a dark clotli 
cloak and strapless pafitaloons, passes along, receives the homage 
of his subjects, gives them the military salute in return, and dis- 
appears before the multitude have recovered from their surprise. 
The other members of the Imperial family generally ride out in 
a low chariot-and-four, with grooms in blue and silver. Some- 
times they pass unobserved in a plain close coach, while the 
servants and retainers of the household, who frequently go on 
errands in the great court carriages with footmen in scariet 
liveries, are mistaken for imperial blood and receive the rever- 
ences of the people. The fear of the exactions of the police 
obliges every householder to be careful that the exterior of his 
premises is kept in good order, and one or two servants called 
dvomicks are employed for this particular purpose* Beggars 
are never seen. Smoking in the streets is strictly prohibited. 
The Emperor, while walking one day, met a Frenchman sibok- 
ing a cigar. He approached, and asked him if he was not aware 
that it was contrary to the law to smoke in the street. The 
Gaul not knowing by whom he was addressed, replied that he 
had been in the habit of smoking in the streets of Paris, and did 
not know why he should not do so in the streets of any other 
city. The Emperor, who detests a Frenchman, left him, and 
proceeding to the boutka or station of a policeman near at hand, 
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gave directions to the houtoushnik as to the disposition of the 
smoker. The latter was immediately placed by force in a 
kibiikay which is a small wagon without springs of any kind, 
dnd bounced over a thousand miles of bad road to the Turkish 
frontier, where he was dismissed with permission to follow the 
Parisian fashions. 

The fine winter days to which we have alluded, when the sun 
shines brightly, and when it is not too cold to walk, are yery 
few. During the winter solstice, the sun rises at a quarter past 
ninie, and sets at half-past two. Frequently the clouds and 
mist so effectually obscure his rays as to make the use of arti- 
ficial light absolutely necessary even at high noon. The mean 
maximum of cold is about twenty-two degrees below zero. Some- 
times the thermometer is as low as thirty and thirty-five of 
Fahrenheit During this period of excessive cold, it is almost 
incredible to witness the hardihood of the common Kussian, 
whose beard is white with frost, and whose body is protected 
only with a sheepskin. But regular exercise in the open air is 
altogether impossible for those who are not acclimated, and 
these, when they venture out, are obliged to ride well muffled up 
in furs. With the bottom of the sleigh lined with robes, and the 
person enveloped in an ample pelisse, cap, boots and gloves of 
for, it is by no means unpleasant to glide along the slippery 
pavements away toward the ice-hills. The Russian mountain is 
a platform between thirty and forty feet high, reached by a 
staircase. On one side of this platform is in an inclined plane, 
paved with blocks of ice. The little sledge is started down ; the 
conductor sitting behind gives it direction with his hand, and 
away it goes with great celerity to the bottom, and is carried by 
tibie impetus a considerable distance beyond. This is one of the 
principal winter amusements of the ladies and gentlemen of St. 
Petersburg. 

Besides excursions to the ice-hills, sleighing parties resort 
during the evenings to the hotels in some of the adjoining 
villages, inhabited by German colonists, where they dance until 
the witching hour, when they wrap up to return. These are 
called pic-nics. Sometimes as many as fifty sleighs start off 
together for the German village, and both going and returning, 
an upset in ;the snow is regarded as no little pleasure. The fine 
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nights of Rusna, when millioa* of slan tremble in the cold 
clear firmament, and the moonliglit sparkles upon the crusted 
inon', are rery beautiful. The evergreen and ever-silent wood- 
land, bung with white drapery, and the pine boughs tipped 
with icicles, proclaim the realms of the great frost king. Faiiy 
■hnilows dance across the crystal surface, and the keen air 
tingles with fairy voices. But when the snoiv has drifted into 
waves, and the sleigh goes pitching like a little boat at sea, it is 
not unusual for one unaccustomed to the motion, to be afflicted 
with ieosations which deprive him of the pieasure of making 
any such observations. 

An extensive forest and morass, surrounding the capital on 
every aide, are filled with a variety of game and beasts of prey. 
Wolves frequently enter the suburbs of the city, and are heard 
to howl a dismal chorus to the long wild cry of the Russian 
■entry. In the month of December, the peasants penetrate to 
the remote parts of .the morass, in search of bear, then dozing 
away the winter. When they find him, they send word to the 
hunting-clubs. A day is named for his destruction, and they 
aBscmble in nrms at the forest rendezvous. Feasants go in and 
rousf up old Bruin with shouts and blows, and then fly toward 
the sportsmen. Bruin follows in hot pursuit, enters the am- 
buscade, and many balls enter bis devoted body. The club, 
return to town in triumph and in appetite for dinner. Such 
are some of the sports of the gentry in winter time, but as a 
general rule, their amusementa are not of so active a descnption. 
About Christmas, the markets present a curious spectaclte. 
Great [qaanti ties of frozen beef from the interior, frozen 6ah 
from the White and Caspian Seas, various kinds of game from 
the distant government of Yologoda, and lein-deer from Arch- 
angel, are brought into the city over the vast snow-fields. 
Fresh salmon and trout from the Neva are also abundant, and 
many fine vegetables from the hot-houses in the vicinity are 
offered for sale every morning. The prices of these difierent 
articles vary with the season, the state of the temperature, the 
condition of the roads, and the number of arrivals. Provisions 
destined for St. Petersburgh are not liable to taxes of any kind, 
and cost about twenty per cent, less than at Paris. 

la October, the annual exhibition of miserable productions 
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bj native artists, and is visited by the amateurs of painting, and 
every chevalier d^indusirie. In January, the Academy of 
Sciences holds its yearly session, and the literati, savans, and 
foreign ambassadors, are invited, and expected to attend. The 
Minister of Public Instruction, who presides on the occasion, 
sonietimes goes fast to sleep in the presence of the learned 
assembly, while prosy documents in the vernacular are read by 
the secretary for the edification of all concerned. These are 
two great events in the Russian year, so far as art and litera- 
ture are concerned. On the other hand, the theatres and club- 
houses are filled nightly to overflowing. The theatres are 
under the control of a manager appointed by the Government. 
Plays are performed in the German, French, and Russian 
languages. The French theatre is patronized by the Emperor, 
and is of course the favourite of all those of any pretensions to 
elegance or fashion. Performers for the Frencli theatre are 
selected by a Russian agent in Paris; and every inducement is 
offered to the most finished members of the corps diamatique of 
France, to persuade them to accept an engagement for the 
imperial theatre of St. Petersburg. Those who enlist for a 
certain number of years, receive a liberal salary, and retire upon 
a pension which enables them to pass the remainder of their 
days in ease and comfort. Some of them become favourites 
at Court, and often return to their country with fame and 
fortune. 

The singular conduct of the Emperor Paul, with respect to 
the allies, has been attributed to the influence of a French 
actress. It appears that the secret agents of the French in 
Russia, induced a very fascinating person named Chevalier, to 
appear upon the stage in St. Petersburg. This woman was 
skilled in music, of which the monarch was passionately fond. 
Watching for his presence, she sung one evening celebrating his 
generosity and valor. This was the siren song that led him to 
destruction. She became the idol of the infatuated Paul, and 
acting according to the directions of her subtle countrymen, she 
induced him to recall Suwaroff from the fields of Italy, and break 
off the Austrian alliance. SHe next received the bribes of 
Zubof, and others, the exiled favorites of Catherine, and inter* 
ceded successfully in behalf of those who were afterwaxda t<i \\^ 



the assassins of her imperial lorer, IVhea he vas murdered, 

slie applied for permission to leave the country. This maa 
granted, upon condition (bat sLe returned a diamond cross which 
had once Lcen the properly of Peter the Great Madame Che- 
Talier was not at nil disposed to giTc up this precions relic, re- 
sisted atoutly the officer nho was sent to take it from her, and 
finally departed with a million in jewelry and money. 

Russian plays are principally translations ham the Gensan 
and English. Schiller and Shakspeare are represented to Russian 
aadiences, and Hamlet is transformed into a most comical and 
amusing character. The corps de ballet is very numerous. It 
is composed of youths taken &om the Fouadling Hospital, and 
is under the immediate superintendence of an officer appointed 
hy the Emperor. They occupy houses furnished by the Govern- 
ment, are (aken to and from the theatre in the carriages of the 
Government, and depend entirely npon the Government for sup- 
port. Tbey were well drilled during the engagement of Taglioni, 
hut a stiffness and want of spirit is observable in their action, te- 
mindiug one constantly of the martinet. 

The music of Bossini and Donizetti has been adapted and 
sung in the Russian opera with considerable success. The lan- 
guage ns heard in song is exceedingly sweet and agreeable. In 
(Ji that appertains to scenic effect, the theatres of St Petersburg 
ore as complete as any in the world. Foreign artists are em- 
ployed to prepare the machinery and make the necessary emb«I- 
lishments. Italian opera, with Kubini, Tamburini, Castellan, 
and Viardot Garcia, was at the time we were there very success- 
ful. Every box was taken at enormous prices, and every seat 
in the parterre commanded from 11. to 3/. every night 
during the season. The imperial loge was always occupied: and 
the array of richly dressed ladies and gentlemen in uniform, 
assembled, seldom can be found elsewhere. The enthusiasm vres 
tremendous. The theatre is the only place where a display of 
enthusiasm is permitted in Russia. Any amount of applause is 
lawful there, but loud talking or hissing is severely punished. 
Great performers were called again and again before the curtain, 
and greeted with bravoB and bouquets inmmierable, and after all 
is over, to guard them from the cold they were carefully depo- 
sited in sacks lined with fur, carried to the sleigh in waiting, and 
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convejed to their warm apartments. His Imperial Majesty 
evinced his satisfaction hj appointing Tamburini chief of the 
choir of the Palace. He sent the* immortal tenor and the prima 
donna the most costly and brilliant presents, and the delighted 
troupe gave it as their decided opinion, that if Italy is pleasant 
in the summer, Russia, of all countries, was the most agreeable 
in winter. 

The first club in St. Petersburg is called the English club. 
It was founded in 1770 by the English merchants. It is now 
composed of three hundred and fifty members, most of whom 
are Russians. There are always more than two thousand candi- 
dates for admission to this select association. The club-houHe is 
large and commodious. It contains bowling-alleys, billiard- 
rooms, dining-halls, and everything else necessary for comfort, 
convenience and pleasure. Foreign papers authorized by the 
Censor areiiptund in the reading rooms. This club is famous for 
its good wines and dinners, and somewhat notorious for the 
large amount of money lost and won upon its tables. 

The club of the nobility is composed of one hundred and fifty 
junior officers, clerks in the various departments, and civilians in 
the service of the Government, who assemble once a week to eat 
a dinner, served at a moderate rate in very elegant glass plate. 
After dinner the whole company adjourn to another room^ 
assemble around a table, and play loto, looking all the while as 
sorrowful as possible. Loto is a favorite game of the Empress. 
It is therefore a favourite with the club of the nobility. The 
other clubs, whether German or Russian, are hardly worth men- 
tion. They are the resort of those who have no other resource, 
and who seek to conceal the intolerable stupidity of Rusaian 
life, by play and dissipation. A number of discarded favourites, 
old and worn-out roues and courtiers, disappointed and reduced 
nobles, frequent these places,' and whisper each other all the 
Court scandal of the past and present. Here too, the more 
ardent and youthful aspirants for promotion are occasionally 
seen, in search of those whose influence may avail them; and 
besides all these, are many who have never hoped to rise above 
the honours of short whist. 

Gaming is prohibited by the laws of Russia as it is by the 
laws of Austria and France. In all these, as Y(«ll ^& \tv \sl<^'^\» 



84 THE CZAR, 



other countries, however, the loss and gain of money hy cards 
do not appear to be regarded as ordinary gambling. Roulette, 
rouge et noir, and other hazards of this kind have been abolished 
by the Imperial Ukase, while gaming to any extent in any other 
way, is by no means unlawful. The Government itself retains 
the sole right of makiug and manufacturing playing-cards, and 
the profits (which are very considerable) are devoted by the 
Emperor to the support of the foundling hospitals of the country. 
The Russians are the best card-players in the world. In St. 
Petersburg they peculiarly excel. By constant practice they 
have attained a quickness and easy superiority which completely 
baffle the skill of the stranger. Every ball-room has its card- 
party, every saloon is furnished with card-tables, and in the 
midst of mirth and music, the votaries of the game are con- 
stantly engaged. In the very highest ranks, and among the 
most refined circles of the capital, gaming is followed with an 
earnestness which is surprising. A noble lady receives her 
guest without discomforting her partner, and the minister of 
state preserves his secrets and his silence by playing whist. 
Many a fair one by losing has been won, and many a favour by 
winning has been lost. The card-tables are covered with green 
baize, and the record of the game is marked upon it with chalk. 
When the play is finished a settlement is made, and each one 
draws out a large pocket-book, filled with bank notes of most 
villanous look and smell, and in the presence of all that is con- 
sidered to represent the concentrated excellencies and refinement 
of European society, they pay and receive their money. The 
winner places a note beneath the candlestick for the benefit of 
ihe mattre d'kStel^ and retires from the scene of conquest. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

« 

Palaces of the Nobles — Festivities — Furniture and Oniaments — Jewellery 
and Decorations — ^Taste and Luxury — ^The Czar — The Grand Duke 
Michael — Imperial FStes — Winter Palace — Presentation — The 
^Empress — Courtiers — Ball — Banquet — First of January — Blessing 
the Waters — Emperor's Day. 

Wealthy nobles residing in St. Petersburg display the extra* 
vagance and Splendour of petty sovereigns. Their palaces are 
fdled with the most costly ornaments and the most luxurious 
furniture. Jasper and porphyry adorn the walls ; columns and 
pilasters of solid malachite, valued at more than one thousand 
pounds each, support the sculptored ceilings. Cabinet-makers 
and upholsterers arrive every year from Paris, and bring all 
that is necessary to refit with additional magnificence their great 
abodes. 

During the winter they are engaged in a constant succession 
of festivities. The brilliance of these festal scenes surpasses all 
description. A yellow radiance shooting athwart the gloom of 
the cold dark night, like the reflection of a vast conflagration, 
marks the direction of the illuminated palace. Hundreds of 
four-horse carriages deposit by turns their precious burdens, and 
a squadron of dragoons keeps back the crowd of commoners 
attracted like moths by the shining light. Carpets are laid from. 
the carriage to the threshold, and lead from wintry obscurity and 
bleakness to halls as brilliant and as warm as a southern clime 
in summer. Footmen remove the pelisses and goloches, and the 
guests ascend the broad staircase of Carrara marble, lined witk 
lacqueys in powdered periwigs and gay liveries, in the style of 
the old French Court. Apartments with fretted roofs, tesselated 
pavements, hung with cloths of gold and adorned with frimiture 
in or molii^ mother-of-pearl, and every variety of ornament, open 
one into the other. Ball-room, card- room, picture gallery, 
library, museum, conservatory of exotic plants, alcoves with 
fountains and statuary, the tea-room, fragrant with the aroma of 
the Chinese flower; the quiet parlour, vritk ^ <»x^^\.^«ftdL'^ ^^^ 
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solucts from nmong the courtiers those only wliose niwocistinWj 
Im) ku|)])()Hes would not be disagreeable to his Sovereign. Anx- 
iety a]i|)(iHr8 oil almost every face, and a stiffiaess of demeanor 
and a Moltinniity of deportment really distressing. The Eknperar, 
oil tlioHi) oocaHions, is usually dressed in a dark loose frock coal 
and aiujdo |mniuloons of his favorite Cossacks. An epaulet and 
a liit of rihhoii at the button are his only decorations^ and his 
wliolo apiKuiraiieo indicates more of negligence than neatness of 
iHtrHon. Ilo moves softly and quickly from room to room, 
itvhiliilinK in his countenance and manner something of diffi- 
th»ni!(> and something of impatience, — the first frequently rerging 
U|»i»n awkwanlness, the latter approaching violence. His rest- 
lessnitHu hurries him from one apartment to another, surprising 
^ith his sudden entrance those who supposed he was a long 
yfixy oir. As ho enters, the company rise, make the most pro- 
found obeisance, and stand silently before him. Every eye is 
upon him, every ear is open to catch his words. He may or he 
may not return the general salutation with a bow;— he may or 
he may not motion the ladies to resume their seats, and he will 



HIS COURT AND PEOPLE. 87 

occasionally single out and advance toward some indiyidual, and 
commence a conversation, which will be ^terminated with an 
Itbrupt departure for another chamber. 

No one is permitted on any account to address the Imperial 
&milj on any subject, and the conversation is usually limited 
to the question of the Sovereign and the reply of the subject. 
The Grand Duke Michael appears frequently at the soirees of 
nobles. He is the commander-in-chief of the army, and wears 
tile uniform of a major-general. His wit as exercised upon 
those who incur his displeasure, makes his presence even more 
disagreeable than that of his Imperial brother. He walks with 
bis hands behind him. His large head and heavy face adorned 
with red whiskers and mustache, project in front. His eye, 
which seems to rest with no little satisfaction upon his well- 
proportioned lower limbs and neat small feet, is raised ever and 
anon to gaze with a vacant stare into the submissive and abject 
countenances of those around him. Perhaps he may approach 
some frightened noble and say something which may be, or that 
he may consider very witty; whereat the person addressed will 
laugh very merrily, notwithstanding his knees are knocking 
together all the while with excessive agitation. The Grand 
Duke Michael, however, is the possessor of many amiable 
qualities. The Empress, and the younger members of the 
Imperial iamily, are much more affable and' conciliatory in 
their conduct on these occasions. But it is evident that the 
departure of their Majesties is a relief to all concerned, and 
happy is he who retires to his home, to say that he received a 
nod of recognition from his Sovereign, or to think that he dis- 
<50vered a symptom of approbation in the looks of the most 
potent seigneurs. The Emperor Alexander asked a courtier 
what favour he could bestow upon him. " Every time you see 
me at Court," was the reply, " whisper in my ear, You are an 
ass." 

The Imperial fetes are unequalled in magnificence. The 
splendour of those of the Winter Palace exceed perhaps any 
thing of the kind in the world. The Emperor's day, or the day 
of St. Nicholas, is celebrated in December with unusual pomp. 
All approaches to the palace are lined with the dragoons of the 
jguard. At an early hour hundreds of four-horse carria^es^ with 
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netr hanieM and neir liveries, drire op la the ffferau e 
ditcharge, and {al\ into line on the opposite side of tlie •> 
The appearance of these numerous equipages, the heantf of ibe 
hones, gay colours of the caps, sashes, and dothiog of the 
coachmeti nnd postillJonB, and pluinee of the dtasseors, piewnt 
a verj sinking and curious sight. 

Tbe Winter Palace is three stories high. Its ba«etii«Bt is 
used for culinary purposes. Its enlreiol is occopied by iha 
domestics. The second story contains the prixate apartments of 
the Imperial family, and of the ladies of the Court \a waitJng. 
riie third IE the abode of the officers of the household. The 
nhole number of persona residing beneath (he imperial roof is 
more than one thousand. The first story of this immense build- 
ing is connected with the first story of the Palace of the Her- 
mitage by a gallery, and tite two together fomi[ihe most spucioiu 
uid extensive suite of rooms in the "■orld. These are devoted 
to the ceremonies of the Court. Tlie gate of the amhassadois 
leada into a great basement hall, filled with plants of rare beauty 
and perfume. Beyond is the marble staircase, where a role^ 
wearing a blact cap and feather, a black Telret frock coat, and 
Tariegated small-clothes, receives the person to be presented, 
ushers him from one room to aiiotber— from the Military Hall 
to the Hall of the Marshals — from the Hall of Alexrader'to the 
Hall of St. George — from the Hall of Peter to other halls 
equally as magnificent, until he arrives in the apartment of the- 
throne, the great audience-diamber and place of presentation, 
where the diplomatic corps await the coming of the Emperor, 

-Immediately after high mass has been celebrated in the Impe- 
rial chapel, the doors leading from the latter into the hall of the 
throne are opened, and the advanced guard of the Imperial 
cortege passes tlirougli. First cornea a crowd of military officers, 
often a thousand in number, in every kind of uniform; neit the 
gentlemen of Ihe horse; nest the gentlemen of the chamber, 
■bur hundred strong; and nest the masters of the ceremonies, 
ill in gala dress. These pass on through the hall of preseut- 
ition into the apartments beyond. Then comes (he grnnd-master 
tf the ceremony in a gold coat, swinging his staff of ofHce, and 
■tmediately after him the Emperor and Empress enter hand in 
ind^^d salute with the - most graceful civility the repre- 
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gentatives of other courts. The younger members of the Impe- 
rial family, the corps qf pages, and the great ministers of state, 
follow their Majesties, and remain in the apartment during the 
audience. . The £mperor is dressed in a plain dark loose, uni- 
form ; the Empress in white satin, and a long train of velyet 
lined with ermine. Her neck and arms are coyered with 
jewellery, and her head with a coronet of diamonds. Pages 
drop her heayy train, and their Majesties advance with the 
grand-master, and address the members^of the corps diplomatique. 
The Emperor has very little to say, and has finished his part of 
the performance in a few minutes. The Empress prolongs the 
intervieMT. She passes from one to the other trembling with 
jexcitement. She bears all the marks of early beauty, but art 
cannot conceal the furrows which care and sickness have left 
-upon her features. She converses with each about their respec- 
tive countries. She removes the glove from her fair thin hand, 
and presents it to the person honoured with the presentation. 
The latter takes it with his own, kisses it with respectful fer- 
vour, and her Majesty passes to the next in order until the 
interview is finished. Their Majesties then again join hands, 
and march on into the other rooms beyond, followed by the 
grand dukes and duchesses, pages, ministers of state, and finally 
by the ladies of the Court, several hundred in number, dressed 
in the national Court costume. A white satin gown is wom 
beneath a robe of red velvet, which opens in front, and falls 
loosely from the shoulders and the back in a long train. Brace- 
lets and necklaces of great value cover the naked arms and 
bosom, and a tiara of red velvet set with precious stones, placed 
over the forehead, contrasts most forcibly with the pallid coun- 
tenances of the wearers, unaccustomed to this early rising and 
morning exercise. 

In the evening of the same day the streets are illuminated. 
At eight o^clock the dignitaries of the Empire, and the gentry 
of the Court assemble again in the ball-room of the palace, and 
crowd about the doors through which their Majesties are to 
enter. As soon as they are thrown open the orchestra strike 
up, " God save the Emperor," and the Imperial family appear, 
. and greet the assembly with bows and courtesies. The Czar in 
a scarlet coat, a steel cuirass, white buckskin breeches and mill- 
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Wty. They are tall fellows, in snow-white nnifonns, and golden 
IVMOt-pIates, helmets, and immense jack-boots, and stand mo- 
"<mI(i:.j like statnes. At midnight precisely, supper is announced 
^A • flouiish of trumpets and die firing of cannon, and his 
^V^tj le«ds his Imperial consort and his guests into the 
"*■*- — * * Iko scene now presented is magnificent 
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beyond description. The banquet ball, of immense extent, is 
set with tables loaded with vessels of silver and of gold. Be- 
neath the boughs of orange -trees, bending with &uit, each one 
takes hisrappointed seat. Negroes of Moorish costume, serve 
every delicacy in the world. The Imperial tokay, and wine of 
every country, are poured from golden tankards, while the most 
delicious music and the sounds of falling waters come floating 
upon perfumes, from the groves of the Winter Garden* Bel- 
shazzar the king] made not so great a feast. It rivals the 
enchantment of Eastern story. 

Such fetes as these are numerous, and each seems superior to 
the^ther. On the first of January, old style, a popular ball is 
given in the Palace. More than twenty thousand people of all 
classes are present. The eighteenth of January, is celebrated 
with the religious ceremonies attending the blessing of the 
waters. Every river and canal throughout the empire, are 
blessed with all the pomp and circumstance of the rites of the 
Greek Church. A large hole is cut in the ice upon the Neva, 
opposite the Palace, and over it is erected a little temple covered 
with purple and gold. A scariet carpet is spread from the 
portals of the Palace to the steps of the temple. At an appointed 
signal a procession of bearded priests, in white satin vestments 
bordered with gold lace, form in ranks on each side the passage 
to the river. Then pass out the Imperial choir, singing anthems; 
and chosen men bearing the holy standards. To these succeed 
the Metropolitan and the Bishops, in episcopal crowns and 
habiliments, like those of Levitical priests under the old dis- 
pensation. Immediately after these follow the Emperor, Grand 
Dukes, and a crowd of general officers, all bareheaded. The 
Metropolitan enters the temple, and having blessed the water, 
takes a bucket full from the stream, approaches the Emperor 
and sprinkles him as in baptism. The Emperor then embraces 
and is kissed by the Metropolitan. The like ceremony is 
repeated through all the Imperial Dukes and suite: the pro- 
cession then returns to the Palace, where religious exercises^ 
«lnd the vocal harmony of a choir, producing the finest sacred 
melody, detain the Court for another hour. 

The day of the Empress, the day of the Grand Duke H^ritier, 
and many other days are observed with equal "pom^, U^on the 
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occasion of a betrothal or marriage of a prince or princess of 
th<> Imperial line, numerous and rarious fetes follow fast one 
upon an»thrr. Fancy balls, and representations of the courts 
of ri>nsfaiitiiio and Charlemagne, and of the knights and heroes 
of r^mrtiioo :\nd chivalry, occupy the whole time and attention 
of th*-' oiMirtiors. while erery house is obliged to illuminate his 
proTT.i^rs f^very night, for days together, and at his own expense, 
in te^nmony of his participation in the pleasure of his Imperial 
rnastor. 
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to pay for the entree, and the exclusive elegance of the aristo- 
cratic party is destroyed. Bearded merchants and public cour- 
tezans mingle with princes and princesses. The men wear their 
hats, button up their coats, take off their gloves, and the women 
conceal their faces and their figures beneath the mask and 
domino. This change of sound and scene, dress and manner, 
is complete. The ball is changed into a revel, and boisterous 
merriment and silent intrigue fill up the remainder of the night. 
Masquerades are frequently given at the Opera-honse. They 
commence at midnight, and are often attended by the Emperor 
and the Grand Dukes. But their presence is never noticed on 
these occasions, and they pass without the usual marks of recog- 
nition. Women only are allowed to appear in disguise. At 
one of these balls, a female closely disguised in mask and 
domino, approached Count Orloff, and asked him to show her 
the Emperor, -saying she had come from a distant province to 
see her mighty Sovereign. The Count took her to the Emperor, 
and after some' hesitation she addressed him, stating that she 
was extremely gratified to have seen her noble master, whose 
beauty was as conspicuous as his valour was immortal. She 
then expressed a wish to see his imperial brother. His majesty 
summoned before him the Grand Duke Michael. " Is this your 
brother?" said the mask. "Yes," was the reply. "Impossible!" 
exclaimed the mask, " how can such a red-faced, red-whiskered, 
ugly-looking fellow be the brother of so handsome and so amiable 
a prince." The Emperor laughed heartily, and the Grand Duke, 
surprised at the boldness of the woman, determined to ascertain 
who she could be, and dare to use such language. She tried to 
escape him, but in vain. His spies traced her from the theatre 
to his own palace, and the mask was found to be no other than 
kis lady, the Grand Duchess Helen. 

Balls and festivals reach the highest degree of brilliancy 
during Carnival. The week before Lent, which is the Russian 
carnival, is called the maslianiiza^ or butter-week, because the 
eating of meat is prohibited, while butter is used as a substitute. 
The utmost extravagance and licentiousness prevail. Shows 
and ice-hills, erected by the Government in the square of the 
Admiralty, are frequented by thousands of the mougiks. Lent 
terminates the public diversions, and modifies the pleasures of 
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the courtiers. During the great fast, which is regulated bj the. 
moyeable feast of Easter, and continues often for six weeks, the 
Russians are not permitted to eat flesh or fowl. Eyen the use 
of milk, eggs, butter, and the like, is unlawful, and the diet of 
the people confined to vegetables, bread, oil, and fish. The 
aristocracy, however, sufi^r very little inconvenience, inasmuch 
as they are provided with asparagus and lettuce, pine-apples and 
strawberries, from their hot-houses; with oysters from Ham- 
burg, with oil from Italy, wine from France, and fresh salmon 
from the Ladoga Lake. Commoners, on the other hand, sup- 
port life with black bread soaked in the rancid oil of the country, 
a soup of cabbage, and immoderate drams of cheap liquor. 
Theatres are closed, and dancing is prohibited at this season. 
The principal amusements of the higher classes consist in 
tableaux vivans and concerts. Many of the best musicians in 
Europe are heard at this time in St. Petersburg. • Li 1843 and 
1844, the exquisite song of Rubini, and the brilliant perform- 
ances of Listz, enraptured the fasting nobles. Their concerts in 
the Salle de la Noblesse, were well attended. The receipts of 
the immortal tenor, on one occasion alone, were estimated as 
high as 2000/., clear of all expenses. 

The entrance of the Allies into Paris, is also celebrated 
during Lent, with a great musical festival. One thousand vocal 
and instrumental performers make much noise and a fine ap- 
pearance. They executed, with great applause, the composition 
of Lvlof, — Borshce zara brangie, — God save the Emperor. 
Lvlof is the chief of the modem school of music in Russia. He 
was permitted, a few years since, to serenade their Majesties 
with his new national air, played by a band of seven thousand 
performers; and so grateful was the melody to the ear of 
Majesty, that Lvlof was immediately made a colonel of dragoons, 
and decorated with the ribbon of St Andrew. Good-Friday 
is strictly observed, perhaps more so than any Sabbath in the 
Russian year. Every place of business is closed, and all be- 
tokens a day of rest. Every one attends some place of worship, 
and Count Nesselrode, who is a Protestant, makes his annual 
visit to the English chapel, and receives the sacrament. From 
Good-Friday to the termination of Lent, religious ceremonies 
occupy the time and attention of the people. The evening pre- 
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ceding Easter, the Greek churches are filled with thousands of 
men and women, each one haying a lighted candle in one hand, 
and a white cake made of curd in the other. Many prayers are 
said by the excited crowds, and the cakes are blessed amidst the 
smell and smoke of tallow, until the hour of midnight, when the 
cry, " Christ is risen," and the reply, ** He is risen indeed," is 
lieard on every side. Firing of cannon, ringing of bells, and 
the illumination of the city, announce the adyent of Easter and 
the termination of the fast. The Russians immediately give 
themselves up to the most dreadful excesses. Eating and drink- 
ing, debauchery and licentiousness, succeed to abstinftice, and 
in a few days the hospitals are filled with the miserable crea* 
tures, whose appetites have prompted them to consume un- 
wholesome and improper food. 

The gaiety of the aristocracy is restored with Easter. Balls 
recommence; theatres are reopened, and the square of the Ad- 
miralty, during the whole of Easter week, is occupied with 
shows, ice-hills, and the circus. The peasantry flock to this 
place. Great bearded men are seen, like boys astride the flying 
horses, playing, as they ride, upon shrill and squeaking pipes. 
The women,, in sheepskins, amuse themselves with childish 
delight in swinging; and the whole scene is a singular exhibi- 
tion of the uncouth simplicity of the common Russians. They 
cany in their bosoms a number of hard-boiled eggs, variously 
coloured and marked with the cross. They eat large quantities 
of these, and when they meet a friend, they present him one, 
saying, *^ Christ is risen." The friend takes the egg and replies, 
"He is risen indeed;*' and the two friends then embrace and 
kiss each other most affectionately. Every day the equipages of 
the gentry pass in procession through the show. Thirty Court 
carriages, each drawn by six horses, and filled with the children 
from the various schools under the patronage of her Majesty, 
increase the display of this Russian Corso. 

About Easter-week, the ice in the Neva begins to move. As 
soon as the police ascertain this, they forbid any one to cross the 
river. Those therefore who happen to be on the bank opposite 
to that on which they usually reside, are obliged to wait until 
th^ pontoon bridge is securely placed, or until the boats are per- 
mitted to venture, before they can go home. Persons are often 
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detntaed in this way three or four days. This great i 
nience is about to lie remedied by the erection of a bridge, built 
after the model of the Southirark BriJge on the TJiumes, 
Immense masses of ice many feet in thickness, run down the 
JJera for days together before it is navigable. The first to cross 
is the governor of the fortress, who brings with him a goblet of 
■water ivhich lie presents to the Emperor. His Majesty drinks 
the water, and retarns the goblet filled with wine. 

Lights are extinguished by universal consent on the first of 
May. Night ceases to exist in tliese latitudes at this time, and 
the lamps and lanterns are joyfully laid aside for another 

At this period commence the parades preparatory to the great 
review in May, when the Imperial Guard to the number of 
eighty thousand men, chosen froai the millions of the empire, 
appear in the Field of Mars. A tent is erected for the Empress 
and the young dukes Michael and Nicholas, lads of twelve and 
fonrteen years dressed as soldiers of the line, but looking like 
sulky school-boys, are placed as sentinels to guard it. His 
Majesty attended by a brilliant statF acts as aide-de-camp to the 
Empress, who is supposed to be a generalissimo on the occasion. 
The Grand Duke Michael and the Grand Duke Alexander 
appear as chiefs of division, and lead the whole phalanx to the 
place of parade. A band of music is stationed near the ten^ 
and regiment after regiment, whose pace, from a quick step to a 
brisk trot, is regulated by the band playing slow or last as the 
time is marked by the band of the Emperor, pass on in order. 
Every platoon when it arrives in front of the tent sends forth, as 
with the voice of a giant, the Russian exclamation for " my 
beloved," The men in every company are precisely the same in 
stature and appearance, and move as one, with the regularity and 
unity of madiinery. The dress and accoutrements of every 
soldier of every arm of the service, appear perfectly new ; and 
any want of neatness in this particular, is severely punished. 
Besides sixty thousand men comprising the grenadiers and the 
various regiments of infantry of the Chevalier Guard, the eii|^- 
neers, artillery, sapeurs, and other corps, — there were twenty 
thousand horsemen, finely mounted, and presenting a spectacle 
rerely witnessed in a time of pence. Cuirassiers, dragoons, 



HIS COURT AND PEOPLE. 9? 

Polish lancers, Cossack troopers, Calmuck light-horse, and the 
Baskirs in blue trimraed with silyer, and skull caps lined with 
fur, and armed with quiyers, hows and yatagans, follow each 
other oyer the trembling earth. There is also a squadron of 
fiye hundred Circassians. These are the hostages of the yarious 
tribes inhabiting those parts of Circassia conquered by Russia. 
They are dressed in scarlet cloth, the head and breast being 
coyered with chain armour. 

The Russian discipline is yery seyere, and retains many of the 
features of the old-fashioned and fastidious method^ of the 
Prussians. Drill is attended with the same precision and parti- 
cularity which were obseryed by the Emperor Paul. Eyery 
morning the men are seen upon the parade-grounds. Files of 
them are marched and countermarched, and arriye at a regularity 
of moyement really wonderful. A Serjeant in front and another 
behind each rank, armed with canes, watch eyery deyiation. J£ 
a foot or head or hand is an inch out of the line, a seyere blow 
&lls upon the offending member. The soldier is taught to carry 
himself erect, and to march with a stiffness of gait forced and 
unnatural. It seems almost impossible for him to withstand any 
great degree of fatigue. The same remark is applicable to the 
horses of the cayalry regiments of the Guard. Thousands of 
beautiful horses are broken for parade, and their legs are broken 
into the bargain. They look yery well, but are totally unfitted 
for rough work or an actiye campaign. This is the opinion of 
many an intelligent officer of the cayalry of the Guard, who dares 
venture a remark upon the subject. The Imperial Guard, with 
its appointments and decorations, would in all probability break 
dpwn in actiye warfare sooner than any other portion of the 
Russian force. 

The great review generally closes the season in the capital. 
The Emperor then leads his army into the adjacent country for 
manoduyres, and the Empress retires to Tsarskocelo, until the 
midsummer festiyal at Peterhoff. Soon after the opening of 
navigation rain falls for days together upon the melting snow, 
and the streets of the city become almost impassable with mud 
and water. About the middle of May the first steamer arriyesat 
Gronstadt. The sun then shines warmly, and the long winter is 
over. The buds swell slowly upon the lindens, the tender blade 
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of grass peeps caatioiislj fiom Ae eufh, aS'if in ten rf fte jrt 
diillj wind of spring-time; Imt soon the days inezeMe inlinglk 
«nd brigbtness, and snddenlj the trees and shnibbeij an dnssel 
in liying green. 
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Popolaiion of 8i. Pe tefsbui g^The Imperial Psnil^f— Ohamtw fl 
NieholM— DifiicidtieB of his Poibioii— MamMn of the IMter- 
Their Pecuniary Conditioii and EztntTagaaoe — Their Mitisri 
BelationsandlnflaeDce — ^literszy Taste — Ladies of the Court. « 

Wb hare attempted to describe as briefly as poaAis^ Ab 
dimate, appearance, and festiTities of the Bnsrian oapital; and 
at the risk of being tedious, we Tentme anoAerdiapter on Ae 
general condition and manners of its popidation* 

St. Petersbnig for many years after its fbimdation was peopled 
principally with foreigners, and at the present time Ae monber 
■of these is still so great, and the inflnence "of foreign habits and 
"Customs so predominant, as to deprive it in very many respects 
of the bold and distinctive features of Russian nationality. 
Twenty thousand Germans, five or six thousand French, several 
thousand Swiss and Italians, many thousand English, Swedes, 
and other people, reside in the city. Sermons are preached in 
twelve different languages. It is, therefore, impossible to picture 
with any degree of satisfaction, the heterogeneous customs and 
fashions developed in such a society. Peter the Great, in his 
effort to civilize the country, was aware of the necessity of 
reforming the manners of the nobles. He had noticed when 
abroad, the elegance which prevailed in the Courts of France 
and Holland, and upon his return (notwithstanding his own 
rudeness) he immediately commenced giving lessons in polite- 
ness, with much the same spirit he taught his workmen to 
construct docks and ships of war. 

The noble ladies who had previously lived in a seclusion 
almost Asiatic, were ordered to appear at Court, and conduct 
themselves with propriety and decorum. They were absolutely 
forbidden to get drunk at the balls, and the gentlemen were to 
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remain sober at the Imperial parties until nine oVlock. It was 
also ordered that the guest should bow to the company, on com- 
ing into or leaying the room, and in the violation of this rule, 
the delinquent was obliged to drain a large bottle of common 
brandy. This was the foundation of the etiquette of the Russian 
Court in 1720, and the progress of refinement among the great 
of the Empire has certainly been most satisfactory. The mem- 
bers of the Imperial family of the present day are as accom- 
plished as any of the princes of the age, and in personal 
charact^, so far as the world can judge of princes, they are as 
correct as any of their order in Christendom. The Emperor 
.Nicholas is distinguished above all his predecessors for domestic 
virtues. He has none of the brutal propensities that disgrace 
the memory oi Constantine ; — ^none of the amiable weaknesses 
that destroyed the usefulness of Alexander. The ears of the 
vulgar are always open to receive the scandalous stories told of 
the manners of their superiors. The amours of a prince are the 
subject of discourse in the purlieus of every palace, and St. 
Petersburg abounds with most ridiculous tales of gallantries of 
the Sovereign. Notwithstanding the dangers of lese majesLi^ it 
is even whispered that the Czar is troubled with occasional fits 
of insanity, much like those said to have disturbed the reason of 
his father, and that the Crrand Duke Heritier is not only want- 
ing in common sense, but is something of an idiot. The private 
-conversations of the Imperial family are reported with the dis- 
patch of the magnetic telegraph, and retailed by the gossips, 
-with an accuracy which reminds one of the saying of the great 
Cond^ to the Cardinal de Retz — " Ces coquins nous faut parler 
et agir^ comme ils auraient fait eux^mSmes d noire place." 

The on dks in circulation in St. Petersburg respecting the 
Emperor, if not wholly destitute of truth, are. to be received 
with caution. There is every reason to suppose that the private 
conduct of the monarch is not only divested of the avowed and 
shocking immoralities of his predecessors, but that it is far 
better than that of contemporary sovereigns. He has avoided 
the errors which in former times filled the Palace with confu- 
sion, and in this respect, has set an example jof infinite value to 
those who may come after. He is quick and passionate, but 
sincere and generous. Proud of K^ 'gmtVoi^V^S&^iifox^sfi^^^ ^.^ 
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every attack upon liU dignity, and seeking the good opinion of 
mnnkiiid, it is his wish and bis enddavour to promote the gloi; 
and the prosperity of his realm. He possesses an unusual acti- 
Tity of mind nnd body. He is the first at ereiy Gre; taoming, 
noon, and niglit he is engaged in the public business, brong;^ 
beneath his notice, from the different sections of the various 
departments. His labours are Herculean, hut his fask is greater 
than a Hercules could perform. The Augean stable was not a 
circumstance compared to Russia. Many importint mnltera 
inTolting the safety and happiness of thousands, are neglected 
in the multiplicity of details, relating to forms and ceremonies of 
no earthly conaeijuence in any other than a despotic country. 
Hence it is, that the many atrocities committed by unworthy 
agents, which escape or are concealed from notice, are supposed 
to result from his immediate authority. But such is not the fact. 
The evils which afflict the people and the country, arise not so 
much from the action of the despot as from the nature of the 
despotism. However we may differ respecting particular acts 
of public policy, or dislike the fundamental principles of Govem- 
jncnt, we must not permit these to weaken a proper estimate of 
the ruler nnd the man, in whatever situation we may find him. 

The great ond wealthy nobles of the capital, most of whom 
have travelled, are not to he distinguished in outward aspect 
from the most refined mcmhers of Parisian society. We have 
already spoken of their magnificent hospitality. Their lives 
and fortunes are spent in dissipation. Their manners, free ftma 
the open depravity of former times, are still licentious. It has 
been the policy of the Czars to encourage the extrav^ance and 
expenditure of the aristocracy, with a view of diminishing witfa 
their revenues whatever influence they migh yet ret^n. Every 
iocility and inducement have been afforded them, to mortgage 
their estates for ready money. The serfs, plate and jewellery of 
many nn ancient family, have passed, through the medium of 
the banks, into the possession of the Crown. The Lombard and 
ther banks, established with the avowed purpose of giving aid 
> noblemen, have swallowed up, within the last sixty yearf^ 
nne of the largest fortunes in the country. Cash is advanced 
llll^^^i tidies of value given in pawn. These are scarcely 
^^^^■M«d b; the original owaer, landed property U 
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ralaed by the banks according to the number of souls or male 
peasants living upon it. Tlie price of the serf varies in different 
parts of the Empire, and whether he is worth four, five, or six 
hundred roubles, he is taken bj the Lombard at a fixed sumi, 
which may be one- eighth, one-tenth, or one-twelfth of his real 
ralue. 1£ the interest upon the money advanced'^be not paid 
within a certain time, it increases at the rate of one per cent, a 
months and if, at the termination of a certain number of months, 
the interest and a portion of the principal be not refunded, the 
management of the estate is taken from the owner, and the 
estate itself ultimately becomes the property of the Government. 

The personal and political consequence of the old nobles 
have sustained many severe trials since the accession of the 
Romanoffs. Those who claimed descent from the ancient 
kings, or boasted an origin somewhat akin to the Czars of 
Muscovy, have been treated with particular contempt by the 
Imperial dynasty, and experienced in peace, war, and revolu- 
tion, the ill treatment, and the open dislike of a jealous and 
suspicious Sovereign. They have been obliged to desert their 
estates, leave their antique and beloved capital, and follow a 
Court where they have found neither fame nor favour. The 
(Confiscation of the property of those who were betrayed by their 
ambition, the constant debauchery of those who were too feeble 
to resist temptation, have sadly thinned the ranks of the old 
Bussian seigneurs, during the last century. Those of great 
wealth who still remain, are the mere gewgaws of the Imperial 
Court, and although their actions and motives are closely scru- 
tinized, they are the most humble subjects of the Czar. Some 
of them are men of talent, some of them have enlarged and 
patriotic views, but these are carefully concealed. Some of 
them have never seen^ or never resided upon their vast estates, 
and others are even unacquainted with the language of their 
country. Easy, amiable, and gay in manner, insincere friends 
and accomplished courtiers, without energy to act, and without 
a part to play, the old Russian aristocracy care only for their 
eecurity, and to this end can take the shape and colour best 
suited to the calls of time and circumstance. 

Those great nobles whose patents date from the tima of 
Peter, — ^those who are descended from the fevourites or the 
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practise all tbe accomplishments and seductive arts which most 
enchant society. They have much vivacity of mind, grace of 
manner, and display the most exquisite taste in everything 
appertaining to dress. The charms which captivate and the 
amiahle qualities that win the admiration of the puhlic, are not, 
however, certain indications of private worth or private happiness. 
The domestic virtues are little cultivated or little known in 
Russia. Marriage is a mere matter of convenience, and as soon 
as the children of a noble house have been sent as hostages to 
OBe of the schools or colleges under the control of the Govern- 
joent, the lord and lady often become estranged in their affec- 
tions. Each may occupy their separate apartments, and keep 
up their separate establishments. The master indulges his pecu- 
liar tastes and pleasures without reference to his lady, and the 
mistress gratifies her whims and wishes without interruptioi^ 
from her lord. In the wealth or the corruption, the ignorance 
or the destitution, which mark the divisions of aristocratic 
society, marriage is often the point where female virtue begins 
or ends. The Russian mother or the Russian maid, the first of 
noble, the last of servile state, will equally exemplify the depra- 
vity of these extremes. If the one has essayed legal marriage 
before illicit love, the other has known illicit love before legal 
marriage. Wedlock gives license to the one while it restrains 
the other, and the princess and the peasant girl, though they 
differ in degree, are alike the victims of the same errors — errors 
which have their origin as well in the extreme corruption, as in 
the extreme destitution of society. There is little of romance in 
the character or conduct of the Russian l^dy. Intrigue and 
sensuality, rather than sentiment or passion, guide her in her 
amours, and these in after-life, are followed with other incli* 
nations. She becomes a greedy gamester, and a great gour' 
mande, gross in person, masculine in views, a shrewd observer of 
events, an oracle at Court, an excellent manager of her estate^, 
and a tyrant over her dependants. Many exceptions to this rule 
of course will be found ; instances of female delicacy and refine- 
ment, both in public and private life, are by no means rare; and 
we would not include in a general delineation, those whose 
correct deportment is as conspicuous as it is worthy of imitation. 
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''faferioT orferg of Nobility — Foreign Eroployda — Domestic Arrange' 
jnenta — Dresa — Military Officeit — Pay — Uniforms — Resorts. 

Bbsiueh the hereditary nobility of Russia, tliere is an inferior 
order of personal nobility, originally established to diminish the 
importiuice of the former. Personal nobility is acquired in 
Tarious ways. By the nominalloD of the Emperor, by rank in 
army or navy, or by promotion to certain grades in the ciril aer- 
Tice. A merchant of the first guild is so far ennobled as to be at 
liberty to drive a carriage and four, and the order of Stanislaus 
confers nobility upon a Catholic priest and a Calmack soldier. 

The great body of those whose nobility is perstmal and unat- 
tended vrith the circumstance of vrecilth and biilh, is composed 
of a singular assortment of indivldualg. 'VV'riterB, poets, artists, 
musicians, actors, professors, and people of every description, may 
step by step, or at a single bound, obtiiin some place or order 
which confers the title of Tchinovnick or man of rank. Some 
men of merit rise in this way ; persons by their capacity, or 
through the favour of a friend at Court, pass up to this distinc- 
tion; others have gained it by intrigue — others hy moneys- 
Others by accident; and all look forward to the tricks and tumB 
of circumstance fgr their further elevation. For a certain num- 
Iwr of years of active service, for an improvement in agriculture, 
for taking the flag of an enemy, for a feat in battle, for saving 
ten lives, for converting an hundred heretics, for settling ten law- 
suits, for vaccinating three thousand people, and for numerous 
other services, a decoration may he obtained in Russia. It is not 
unusual to find foreigners of this grade. The German who was 
B tailor in Hanover, may become a professor in the Academy of 
■Sciences; the Italian who carried an organ about the streete of 
Bome, may become a director of music; the Swiss who was a 
confectioner and constructed pyramids of ice and pagodas of pal- 
try, may be made an imperial architect; the English inspector of a 
■cotton-mill may be raadea general of engineers; andlheFrenchman 
wrho aniTed as a valet, may turn tutor to iioblemen''s sons, and bj 
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the influence of noblemen's sons, find the way up the ladder, 
and receiye the appointments and title of e counsellor of state. 

In consequence of the dishonesty or stupidity of the common 
Russians, almost every household office of any importance is 
filled with foreign menials. No matter how ignorant or indif- 
ferent these may be, they are immeasurably superior to the 
natives in intelligence, and readily receive employment and good 
pay. St. Petersburg, indeed, is the asylum of all the discharged 
Talets and unfortunate femmes de chambre of the Continent. It 
is also the last resort of most of the decayed actresses and old 
grisettes of Paris, who, under the most romantic names of the old 
r^me, often find places as governesses and dames de cotnpagnie 
in the most aristocratic houses. The high wages of this descrip- 
tion of people, and their familiarity with their masters, inspire 
them with presumption, and awaken an ambition, which if skil- 
fully directed, is sure to secure them favour and distinction. 
Every Russian subject of sufficient intelligence aspires at least 
to become a member of the fourteenth class, if it be only to 
obtain exemption from the knout; for all persons from the first 
to the fourteenth degree, are not to be beaten except in extraor- 
dinary cases. 

Those of the personal nobles who are not received at Court, 
exist at the threshold in a sort of chrysalis state, hoping, with 
some change in public a£fairs, to be ushered into the very pre- 
sence of Majesty. Many of these endeavour to imitate the style 
and splendour of the grand seigneurs. They occupy and give 
costly entertainments, in apartments furnished in the most luxu- 
rious fiishion. If the means which enable them to display this 
extravagance is a mystery to the gossips of the capital, the 
stranger from the west is equally mystified, to ascertain that 
there are no cabinets, nothing whatever that may be called a 
bed-chamber or boudoir, attached to or forming part of the mag- 
nificent saloons of this portion of the aristocracy. There are dark 
passages leading out into the courts and stables in the rear of 
the dwelling, but these are the dormitories of the servants, and 
the deposit, the winter through, of the collected filth of the 
establishment The occupants of the saloons may be princes 
and princesses, or simply ladies and gentlemen of a certain 
order: they make their own tea and toast, tecevre th^k dmw&t^ 
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from the neighbooring iraiieur; and when they give an enter- 
tai&ment, they Bend for people, vho polish their oak &oot& and 
provide a Biuupluoua supper. When tbe company retire, the 
more prominent if not the more important items of dress are 
removed; a rohe de charobre is wrapped about the person; the 
Bofa is converted into a couch of repose, and the heat from the 
peeiches, as the stoves are called, mate bed-clothing qoite super- 
fluous and unnecessary. 

Thousands of others of this kind of aristocracy are to be fomid, 
nho have lodgings in distant suburbs, or rooms witliia the oth- 
scure and nasty labyrintbG of some immense building, contain' 
ing sometimes as many as four thousand inhabitants, from whidi 
they emerge la their uniforms or ribbons, as it may be, and ia 
eitiier case looking as prim as possible. The present Emperor 
and his brother, the Grand Duke Michael, manifest the same 
particularity, if not the same taste, as the late Emperor Paul, in 
all which relates to the cut of a uniform and the adjustment of 
a decoration. There are exiles at this time in Siberin, who owe 
their banishment entirely to some defect or negligence of ^esk 
la consequence of this severity, the officers are exceedingly 
nice in eitemat appearance and behaviour. Submissive to theit 
superiors, polite to their equals, and dictatorial to their inferiors, 
— living upon a pay which scarcely supplies their ocdinaty 
wants, in constant fear of punishment, or constantly hoping foe 
reward, the Russian employe resorts to all the expedients his 
wits and varied experience can suggest to support existeace. 
The Imperial Guard, the elite of the army, is principally (Peered 
by young noblemen, and the eons of those having influence at 
Court. Their pay, though much greater than in any other 
branch of the service, is not sufhcient to support the additional 
expense attending the outlay for the briUiant uniforms and 
costly fashions of the capitaL The officers are, therefore, ex- 
pected to have something besides their pay to depend upoa for 
support. In the choice regiments, particularly those of the 
Chevalier Guard, they are men of fortune, and expend large 
sums of money to appear with becoming splendour. But those 
who have no private fortune, often resort to what we should 
consider dishonest and dishonourable means to maintain, sp- 
^earancea aad procure promotion. , 
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Of the former class of officers, two or tliree frequently occupy 
tint same room, and are often in the coldest weather unahle to 
bay fuel. The poor officers, within doors, wear their slippers, 
wr^ about them their old robes de chambre and well-worn 
wol&kins, and recline upon a dislocated so£^ which serres as 
bed. An old soldier waits upon them, fills the pipe, buys the 
bread, and makes the tea; and when they wish to [sally out, 
either for forage or parade, the same old soldier opens the chest, 
carefully takes out the uniform, and the Russian captains step 
forth as sharp and as brilliant as new pins. A major in this 
serrice is not so well paid in money or in rations as a private in 
the army of the United States. A colonel is little better off, 
but he has the adyantage of being able to speculate upon the 
appropriations for his regiment; he succeeds so well in this, as 
to be able to lire with considerable comfort, and eren to display 
a certain splendour, which is known to every one about him to 
be far beyond the reach of his official income. It is, indeed, 
understood that the officers in the Russian service are permitted 
by the Government thus to maintain themselves, and in some 
cases they are authorized to do so. 

A uniform or a decoration never fails to impress the common 
Russian, and credit is given to the officer more through fear 
than favour. He who wears a cocked hat and plume, steps into 
a droskey without making the usual bargain for the ride, and 
when he has reached his place of destination, he may pay one- 
half the legal or proper fare, and the driver will receive it 
with uncovered head and all humility. After the morning 
parades and the various duties at the various departments, the 
restaurants are filled with a crowd of officials, eating, drinking, 
and talkiag. A moderate dinner is finished with the chibouque 
which the servant smokes as he takes it to the guest, and from 
one dirty mouth it passes to another until its contents are con- 
sumed. The theatre, club-houses, and billiard-rooms are the 
xesort of these people in the evening. 

Next to this numerous body of officers, civilians, and foreign- 
ers who compose the greater part of the personal nobility, come 
the soldiers, servants, shopkeepers, and others who make up the 
balance of the population. Immense barracks contain thoor 
jiaiids of Russian troops, whose appearance is always ^good. 
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fiUad t* OTerfl'^nin^. 

About tUiwMOB the EnpcraraMnl^Tinla • 
vinM of tlie empire or boiik fiire^ eovBtrj. In the a 
iS43 be went to Beriin, aad <hi hia retnin, wben in the vicimtjr 
of Posen, be lefl the main road, and aeeMnpatued bj Oriol^ 
departed on honeback to make a detaar and ^sit & retenft 
officer residing in a totrn a few miles away. The canity 
containing hit >uite were directed to pn^eed towards PoBm, at 
which place hi* Majesty waa to arrive the followii^ day. A 
few liouri after dark, as the escort pursued tlieir way, a roUey 
of muiketry was fired into the Imperial coach by a body of 
nrmnd )iori<^men. After the discharge, the leader, in a blade 
iniwb, mill with a lantern attached to his bat, rode up and 
ludkad Into the carriage. Seeing that it was empty and that ha 
llHtl Ikilail In his object, he addressed a few words to his com- 
pnilloili HIkI diished off at full speed. Great secrecy has ever 
linn* Htlvriilnil Ihn movements of the Emperor. In June,' 1644, 
Jl W«i >vlil«]H>ri>tl thi\t ho had left the capital, but no one covld 
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tell when or why. Some thought he had gone to Moscow, 
some to Warsaw, and others looked wise and indulged in mjtt^ 
terious surmises. It was known that the Emperor never set 
out on a journey on Mondays or Fridays, as such a proceeding 
IB considered very unlucky; it was also known that he always 
•farts precisely at midnight, and that if accident occurs on the 
way, he immediately retraces his steps and returns home; hut 
beyond this, nothing could be relied upon as positive until th^ 
French and English papers brought the news of his arrival in 
England. 

Glad to escape from the dull and dusty city for the summer, 
we accepted the invitation of a gentleman holding a distin- 
guished position at the Imperial Court, to accompany him and a 
friend to the interior of the country. We did not follow the 
Russian custom, and set out at midnight. The morning was far 
gone when Laronne, the courier, informed us that all was ready 
for our immediate departure. We descended to the court-yard, 
and it must be confessed that the four miserable animals stand- 
ing all abreast, and barnessed to the vehicle with bits of rope, 
and the bareheaded driver, with an enormous beard and a dirty 
sheepskin coat, did not at the outset, promise much for speed or 
comfort. * After a little hesitation and an anxious glance to see 
that all was right, we entered the carriage. Laronne took his 
seat with the driver, and off we went through the long suburb 
leading to the barrier. Here the sentry on duty took the pass- 
ports. These, being special, were instantly returned, and the 
long tri-coloured beam, balanced on a pivot stretching across 
the road, was raised by a chain held by a soldier, and we passed 
out upon the straight broad highway leading to Moscow. 

Until within a few years, the journey to the latter city was 
almost impracticable in the summer-time, on account of the 
condition of the roads. At this time, a chaussee of great width, 
and in admirable order, connects the two capitals. At intervals 
of two or three miles are small neatly-painted houses, called 
Kazarmsy occupied by the soldiers employed in making repairs* 
The rivers and water-courses are traversed by bridges of granite, 
having iron parapets ornamented with golden eagles. Small 
columns of dark marble, with the initial of the Emperor, mark 
the number of versts. Stone benches placed at proper distances^ 
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of MoKow. be mnarked that he met Teiy^ew cairiages or carts. 
j%g Ye^^^'ici-. or drirer, informed him that the officen haTing 
^ifse ot the road, for some reason or other, had forlndden the 
^(i0Bion people to trarel npon it, and had cohered them all to 
00 lonnd bj the conntir road. Surprised at the arbitraiy con- 
vict of his 'subordinates, his Majesty directed the Yemshick to 
|ji-e him also upon the common country road. This was in 
had condition^ so much so, that the Imperial conTcyanoe 



^j,^ broke down. The Emperor, thereupon, ordered the whole 
^g-u of officers superintending the road, including a general of 
MJ^eois, to be taken to Moscow and incarcerated. 
**^n after we cleared the barrier, our bearded Jehu, by dint 
*# whippi"?' jerking, and scolding, succeeded in putting his 
m^ i^*^ * gallop? and we passed oyer the ground at the 
f eiffb^ ^^^^9 *^^ sometimes ten miles an hour. The 
' ^ in ereiy direction about St Petersburg is, with little 
liiHi a complete swamp. To the eastward for one hundred 
an unbroken wilderness. There are, indeed, 
in the immediate neighbouriiood of the 
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capital, which are superior in appearance to any in the Empire. 
Thej are neatly huilt, and in some instances so nice, and even 
ao pretty in appearance, and npon a holiday so thronged with 
peasantry in bright costnmes, as to lead one who went no farther, 
and did not know that these were the fancy patterns for imperial 
Tillages, to suppose that the Russians really resembled the people 
of the Tjrrolean yalleys in the style of their habitations, and the 
-gay colours of their habiliments. But the Tillages are all situated 
lopon the high road. Beyond them and around them, stretch 
fiir away the morass and forest, which cover, as they did of old, 
the whole extent of country along the north-eastern shores of 
the Baltic. 

As we passed onward, the road was bounded on either side by 
ihe dense woodland, with here and there a clearing and a log- 
house. The province of Ingria, now forming the government of 
St Petersburg, is very thinly populated. Without counting 
the inhabitants of the capital, it probably contains less 
iban eighty to the square mile, and the large majority of these 
consist of people of Finnic origin, who &om the earliest period of 
history, have occupied the regions extending along the Baltic, 
from the Vistula to the Arctic Ocean, where they appear in the 
tribes of Siberia and Jjapland. From the Government of St. 
Petersburg, we passed into that of Novogorod, and after a ride 
of twenty hours, we reached Novogorod Weliki— -or New Town 
the Great. "We drove up to the inn, and entered in expectation 
-of comfort and repose. The filth and stench forced us, however, 
to retreat. We made our ablutions in the court-yard, and break- 
fasted in the carriage, to the surprise of a number of Russian 
travellers, who gazed from the windows of the dirty tavern. 

There is little to see in Novogorod the Great, except ruin and 
desolation. Nowhere in Russia is there so dismal a town as 
this; and in Russia, where all is new, a city in decay is particu- 
larly striking. This city, the seat of the Slavi, or the children 
of glory, was the capital of a powerful state before the ninth 
century of our era. The date of its foundation is unknown. 
The old Russian historians assert tbat Novogorod was a flour- 
ishing capital before the Slavonians entered the country and 
mibjugated the Finns, who were then, as now, the principal in- 
babitants of this district. From the ruins and records which 
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hare been found in Permia, it is supposed that a great Finnic 
empire, comprehending all the country between the Ural moun* 
tains and the White Sea, and between the Dwina and the Volga, 
existed at a period anterior to the invasion of the Slaronie 
tribes. The Icelandic historians allude to the wealth, commerce^ 
and civilization of this empire, even after the Slavi had taken 
possession of the provinces to the westward of the Volga. Th^ 
Persians and the Armenians, as early as the ninth century, car- 
ried their merchandise across the Caspian, ascended the Volga to 
the town of Permia, and there bartered for the furs brought 
from the Frozen Sea beyond. That the Permians traded with 
India, is attested by Arabic coins and monumental inscriptions. 
Their country was visited by the Scandinavian mariners, as is 
shown by the sagas of the North, The accounts which were 
given of immense riches contained in their temples, excited the 
cupidity of the Norwegian sea-kings, and fleets of corsairs went 
to their country in search of booty. In the course of the 
piratical excursions of the Northmen, it seems probable that 
Novogorod, or New Town, the city of the Slavi, already flourish- 
ing upon the ruins of the one which had preceded it, first 
attracted their attention; and equally with the rich towns oi 
Permia, was exposed to their attacks; — ^for we find the Varan- 
gian Rossi, a Scandinavian people, in possessicA of the shores of 
the Baltic, and contending with the Slavi, about the same period 
the sea-kings were making their inroads upon the Permicans of 
the north. The Slavi of Novogorod were completely subjugated 
by the Varangian Rossi, and for the first time the name of Russ^ 
or Russian, — ^probably derived from the appellation of the con- 
querors, — ^appears in history. Ruric, a bold and dauntless chief- 
tain, led his victorious bands to Novogorod, established himself 
in the country, and was the founder of the Russian monarchy. , 
However important Novogorod may have been as a republican 
and commercial city previous to the time of Ruric, it was not 
until after its occupation by his warlike race, that it assumed . 
the consequence of a warlike state. The successors of Ruric 
conquered various provinces from different tribes of the Finns 
and the Slavi, — the main stems of the present population of 
Russia, — and in time both Permia and Kief acknowledged the 
supremacy [of the Russo-Slavonic kings. The descendants of 



HIS COURT AND PEOPLE. 113 

the Varangian soldiers, hy no means satisfied with the posses* 
•ion of the fiefs with which they were rewarded, and still thirst- 
ing for adventure, descended the Borjsthenes to the Euxine, and 
vnder the walls of Constantinople gave rise to the singular pre- 
dictions, centuries hefore the appearance of the Turks, that the 
Snssians, in the last days, would he masters of the city of 
Oonstantine the Great. From the capital of the then declining 
Empire of the West, these warlike hands returned loaded with 
spoil, and it was during the suhsequent and more friendly inter- 
eourse with the Greeks, that they adopted the Greek rites and 
received the Greek letters. 

The Code of Varoslof, a prince of Novogorod, in the eleventh 
century, was the first series of written laws which appeared in 
Russia. Beneath their influence, Novogorod maintained its 
municipal freedom for nearly four hvndred years. It withstood 
triumphantly the invasion of the Tartars. Its gates were of 
solid brass. Its great hell tolled for the public assembly of the 
citizens. It became a member of the Ilanseatic league. The 
commerce of the East was diverted from Permia, and the silks 
and spices of Persia and Arabia were conveyed to Novogorod. 
They were sent thence by river and lake in summer, or on the 
hard level of the ice and snow in winter, to Revel, or some 
other port upon the Baltic, whence they were shipped to Wisby, 
Luhec, or Hamburg, and diffused through western Europe. In 
the fifteenth century, Ivan the Third, Grand Duke of Mos- 
cow, and first of the Czars, conquered Novogorod. On 
the fifteenth of January, 1478, the national councils were dis- 
solved, and a few days after, three hundred cart-loads of gold, 
silver, and precious stones, were conveyed to Moscow. In the 
latter part of the sixteenth century it still contained four hundred 
thousand inhabitants. At this period, Ivan the Fourth of 
Moscow, pretending to have discovered a conspiracy, went in 
person to Novogorod, and erected the tribunal of blood. On 
each day for five weeks, more than five hundred inhabitants 
were the victims of his despotic fury. The streets were filled 
with sixty thousand of the dead and dying; the houses were all 
pillaged, and the adjacent country laid waste by the soldiery. 
This dreadful disaster, and the oppression and persecution which 
sncceededy greatly diminished the prosperity of the city. The 
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V»\s ^^«yvN( ik* iK^tice of Peter the Gh-eat 
. . ^ w.«^\ ^ X .^^y«* Ka^v mtiuonced him in the conquest 
» i.. .. s A.■,^^^x 4UM X* the solection of the site for his 

N^ > *\ «i;x, )ftK>A»iin(^ immediatelj after the foun- 

c* t\ a..aO^*>'^^ ^;^x iV<s improvement of the chain of 

v.u.•^^•..^s*^ >sNi^»sv?ft t^ IVUtic and the Caspian. The 

I i\\s^...i^ ^>^^; ^v^. l^^j^ rivojs; were connected bj a 
•.. *\ x>,,N ,v,* Tt^-^ l^W: and the Volchowa, the 
.A ^..*v*v *>v^\ >*>^5s>^ ^to^vi NoTogorod, was rendered 
« xN., ^*^^v^* rs^ ,^yv l^>;^>t^ >ft hence they descended the 
H ^x .,,*H^«^»^;. l'^^* >n;i^* fhe How of commerce fiidr 
W\ w \ »\x. s^,x ,i.« ».wu^ys^¥^^ ^Aiirwi %>f ci>untry. But it is no 
\\\',^ .'^^^.^^ \\\ \,v^n^n^ns* IV5f5Mi>|f hont';Uh thc walls of the 
v\\\ \\\M\\'V^''**» M ^^*«vs^ ^^^>l«^^)^) thr^^ugh an uninterrupted 
^^^-^^^\^' \ » v hW vsvxn >^v^v.^^ \^SvK h** mherited and secured the 

M^v» smwsss \ys\\y\vky\ |^K^^ u^i^^ )\re$onted the same sterile 
m\\ \\\\>\ i^\^Y^'^s^^\^s^ ^ tU**« \hi* h<^a wlreaiiy seen. It is covered 
\\\^ ^k\^^nA\i^ Aai»M« trf jvine, «r, and white birch of recent 
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growth. The pine and fir are employed in building, and the 
birch is cut for firewood. These thick woodlands are infested 
with wolves, which are frequently seen upon the road, and 
Bometimes attack the traveller. Bears and other wild animals 
are found in the more inaccessible parts. The cleared and cul* 
tivated lands of this district yield but a poor return to the pro- 
prietors. Rye and oats are the principal productions. Wheat 
is a precarious crop on account of the late &osts, and the exces- 
sive humidity of the soil. 

The great high road was crowded with caravans of talegas, 
Ijoaded with merchandise, and travellers. We were frequently 
entangled among droves amounting to many thousands, of the 
large, long-horned, dun-coloured oxen, from the plains of the 
Ukraine, which were being taken to St. Petersburg. The trade 
and travel between Moscow and {the modern capital is very 
great, and will prove, when the railroad is completed, a source 
of immense profit to the Government. 

As we proceeded, we reached the Valdai hills, and com-* 
menced the ascent of the highest ground in European Russia. 
These hills rise only thirteen hundred feet above the sea, extend 
a considerable distance to the east and west, and from the gra- 
dual rise on one side, to the extreme depression of the other, may 
be about thirty miles in width. Insignificant as they really are, 
they do make something of an appearance on the surrounding 
plain. Extra horses were attached to the vehicle, to overcome 
these formidable heights, and it is only necassary to observe, 
that we went up at a gallop, to convey any idea of the diflGlcul- 
ties or the dangers of the ascent. From the Valdai hills and 
the lofty table-lands around them, the Volga, the Dwina, and 
the Dnieper, take their rise, and flowing along the impercep- 
tible inclinations of the great plains which they drain and irri- 
gate, fall into the Caspian, the Black, and the Baltic Seas. 
After the occupation of Moscow by the French, the Emperor 
Alexander retreated to these highlands, with the determinatipn 
of making his last great effort for the preservation of the mon- 
archy. This circumstance has given to the Valdai a certain 
historic interest. The lovers of the romantic have also dis- 
covered something exceedingly picturesque in the peasantry of 
the hills. The men who manufacture the little bells which are 
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fixed to the collars of the borses, are supposed to be as moEnc^ 
its mountaineers in general, and the maidens who sell little 
round biscuits to the passing trareiler, have the reputation rf 
Being t|uite as pretty ns Alpine maids can be. The Valdai 
have therefore been called the Switzerland of Kussia. 

Leaving the hills nnd passing several unimportant towns, v 
reached Vishnej Volotchok, a place of some trade, sitoated 
upon the canal which connects the rivers Twertza and Msta, 
IVe passed the latter, orer a very handsome stone bridge, which 
had recently been construcfed. This bridge is 6^5 feet in 
length; was three years in building, and cost 72,000/. The 
bridge over the Connecticut river has six arches; is 1260 feet 
long; cost 24,000/., and whs finished in one year. The wages 
of labour in the United States arc many times greater than 
they are in Russia, and the cost of materials is about the same 
in both countries. But the American does at least five times 
the work of the Russian, and by means of assistance derived 
fVom improved tools and machinery, and greater mechanical 
skill, the bridge of the American is nearly completed before the 
Russian has fairly commenced his labour. Besides, all works 
of this kind in Russia, originate with and are coiistmcted by 
the Govornment. This may to some extent account for the 
difference in the cost; for that upon the Connecticut was the 
result of private enterprise, accompanied i>y a careful and 
economical expenditure, wliile that on the BIsta was a puhhc 
-work, attended with the extravagance and waste incident to 
public works of other and more enlightened Oovernments. 

We pursued our journey along the causeway, running in a 
straight line as far as the eye could reach, and marking the 
interminable and dreary plain, which on either side stretched 
away to the horizon, with a monotony irksome and unpleasanL 
IVe passed for many miles through the forest, and again fi)t 
many miles through the fields. Field and forest succeeded 
each other at intervals, and each presented the same silent and 
Tinintereeting picture. The Kazarms, the carriages, the herds 
of cattle, the villages were all the same, and for days we 
traretled without a break in the dull uniformity of the scene. 
5Phe road as usual was thronged, but it was with the same 
■WBwIeis and unrarying multitude, and off the road all was 



HIS COURT AND PEOPLE. 117 



silent as the grave. The breeze sighed through the branches of 
the graceful pine, but no sound of bird or beast came to us 
firom the woodland. 

At Torjak we lingered awhile at the Pojarsky hotel, the best 
public-house we saw in Russia, to taste the cutlets for which this 
town is renowned in Russia, and then pushed on for Twer, the 
capital of the province of the same name. Twer is admirably 
situated on both sides the Volga, at the influx of the river 
Twertza. It is a neat, well-built town, and was occupied by a 
detachment of the French army during the invasion of 1812. 
When the successors of Ruric divided the country into great 
fiefs or dukedoms, Twer became the residence of the chiefs of 
the surrounding territory. In the course of time the Government 
of Russia devolved upon the princes of Twer, and gave to their 
city a degree of political importance which excited the jealousy 
of the dukes of Moscow, before whose power it finally fell, and 
to whose dominion it was afterwards for ever attached. 

The inns, or rather the Imperial post-houses between St.^ 
Petersburg and Moscow, are kept by Germans, and afford better 
entertainment than is found upon any road in the empire. They 
are large, and furnished in the dirty magnificent style of Russia. 
Queer-looking frescoes cover the ceilings, and the tawdry orna- 
ments are funny and forloiii beyond description. Every public^ 
room contains a portrait of the Emperor, for whose use the prin- 
cipal apartments are reserved. These are never opened except 
for his accommodation, and are always closed immediately after 
his departure. The traveller may enter the hall and rest upon^ 
the hair sofas, or may go into the restaurant, and seek whatever 
refreshment he can find in the nauseous compounds with 
•which he will be served by the greasy garqons of the estiiblish- 
ment. 

Again we * crossed the Volga, and passing onward, left the 
Government of Twer, and entered that of Moscow. The face of * 
the country presented much the same aspect, except that the 
forests seemed less extensive and the villages more numerous as 
we advanced. Hour after hour passed away, but we saw nothing 
which told of our approach to the far-famed city. The late twi- 
light, succeeding the long summer day, again obscured the road, 
and midnight was approaching when the turrets of the palace of: 
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tB be consoled. The Grand Duke, struck with remorse, re- 
paired to the Moskwa, to S3mipathize with the injured lady; but 
finding she was not to be moved by his entreaties, and would 
BOt eyen deign to see him, returned to his capital full of sorrow 
and contrition. Neither despair nor dissipation afforded him 
relief, and summoning his suite, he went again to the banks of 
the Moskwa, and pitched his tent beneath the castle-wall. The 
liidden beauty was now in a state of siege, and the sighs of the 
distracted lover, caught up by the wind, were wafted to her 
silent tower. Still she resisted, and still he pressed his suit. 
In the meanwhile the Court had deserted the capital, to follow 
the sovereign prince. Houses were built, and a city was grow- 
ing up around the castle of Agaphia. At last the widow con- 
sented to receive the Duke, who was of course enraptured, and 
bestowed upon the enchanting princess every proof of his high 
consideration. The castle was enlarged, was made their mutual 
residence, and Moscow became their capital, and subsequently 
the seat of a vast empire. 

Although this city was utterly destroyed by the Tartars in 
the fourteenth century, and again by the Poles in the seven- 
teenth, and partly again during the inyasion of the French, it 
has lost none of its original character, and is more populous and 
splendid than at any former period. It covers an immense 
extent of ground, and measures more than twenty English miles 
in circumference. The gardens of the palaces and churches, the 
public squares, and open places, occupy a yery considerable 
portion of this spacious area. Many of the houses are not 
above one story high, and it is the variety of shape and colour, 
rather than the magnitude or dimension of the buildings, which 
most distinguish Moscow. The streets, broad and irregular, 
turn and twist in every direction, and in their windings con- 
stantly present some singular and novel feature. Churches, 
palaces, barracks, and cottages of various architecture, in red, 
blue, and green, succeed each other with a rapidity and con- 
fusion which at first surprise and then bewilder the passing 
stranger; and it is not until he climbs the Kremlin towers, and 
takes in the whole at one great view, that he is enabled to 
receive a fixed and decided impression of the capital of the 
Muscovites. 
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.of St. Basil, the most grotesque of human monuments* Of 
▼arious proportion and of every colour, with tapering spires and 
turbaned domes, it is the ne plus ultra of conceit. A riddle 
without, and a labyrinth within, it seems a sort of harlequin 
among the multitude of strange and fanciful structures of the 
capital. It was the whimsical creation of one of the Czars of 
the sixteenth century; and the Italian architect who was em- 
ployed in its construction, was deprived of his eyes, for fear that 
he might erect such another temple in another land. 

It was near this spot that Ivan the Terrible, a monster, whose 
atrocities so far exceed all former precedent, as to be almostf 
beyond belief, erected his instruments of torture. Among these 
were cauldrons of boiling oil, into which he threw the victims 
of his fury, while he addressed the assembled multitude upon 
the justice of the punishment he inflicted, and exclaimed, ^^I am 
your god, as God is mine; my throne is surrounded by arch- 
angels, as is the throne of God." Here, also, Peter the Great 
superintended and assisted in the execution of the desperate 
soldiers who had opposed his innovations. Seated upon a 
throne, he witnessed the dying agonies of two thousand of the 
Strelitz, and when tired of the rack, he compelled his nobles to 
complete their destruction with the sword. With the wine-cup 
in one hand and the cimeter in the other, he swallowed twenty 
bumpers, and cut off twenty heads in a single hour, and as if 
proud of the achievement, he invited the ambassador of Prussia 
to try his skill. Eighty of the guilty Janizaries were subse- 
quently held up by the hair before the crowd, and decapitated 
by the hand of the infuriated Czar. 

The scene of these sanguinary feats was now thronged with 
Hussians and Russian vehicles. The merchants were numerous.. 
They are men of prodigious corpulence, and their faces wear an 
expression of stupidity, in curious contrast with their cool, keen, 
cunning eyes. They are all bearded and all dressed alike, in 
the dark-blue or brown surtout, called the caftan, which is 
bound about the waist with a red or yellow sash. The loose: 
trousers are tucked into the long boots which reach the knee. 
A low, bell-crowned, felt hat, with a broad band and buckle, 
covers a head of thick and well-greased hair. These merchants 
conduct the whole inland trade of Russia. Some of thftixsL h&x^ 
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igentfl in P«lciD. Puis, and London. Officers and eoMiras % 
isdbI composed & |>art of llie crowd, and squeezing throng 
Item til!, came the serf io the Eheepskin, with a hnge glass ju 
>f quass or sugared water, nhich he pours into a tamblet silI 
iclls to the ihitsty tradesmen. Here, too, was the Jew and 
t^ar, equally engaged in the pursuits of trade. Tlie hum of 
roices and iLe pnssing and repassing of horsemen and pedes- 
rians, gure to tliis place an appearance of activity not alwaji 
seen iu the wide tioroughfnres of a Russian city- 
Crossing the square, we approached the walls of the Kremlin, 
and stood beside the Spasxnia H'vrotH, or holy gate, beneath 
which several bearded men were bowed in prayer. It appeaB 
that this gale is regarded with strong religious veneration by 
the Russians; but the reason is altogether a matter of conjec- 
ture. Some say the tower over the gate was dedicated to a 
saint, who delivered the city from the ravages of a pestilence, 
and others that it was erected in coramemoration of a holy 
warrior, who drove out the Tartars. It is not improbable, that 
the sanctity attached to this entrance to the precincts of the 
palace originated in the times of those Cears who cltum divine 
honours from the multitude. The latter, besotted by ignorance 
and superslition, have pcriiefuiited the worship of the gateway, 
and forgotten the infernal despot by whom it was erected. We 
doffed our hats according to the custom, and passed the eentif 
into the square of the Kremlin. In the front arose the ctrcnfair 
tower and dome of Ivan Weliki; on one side of the various 
palaces, from the old Tartar Keep, to the modem and magnifi- 
cent erection of Nicholas; and on the other extended an open 
prospect of unrivalled beauty. The eye lingers upon this exqui- 
site and unbounded view. From the foot of the terrace on 
which we stood, a gentle declivity, covered with verdure, reached 
down to the exterior line of battlements. Beneath these vras 
the Moskwa, whose current flows along the southern side of the 
KiemlJR walls. Beyond were the motley colours and fascinating 
forms of the gorgeous city, and again beyond, the villas, tha 
monasteries, the suburban gardens, the plains watered by the 
winding river, and the heights which are called the Sparrow 
hills, the whole presenting an aspect incomparable for its varielj 
and unequalled for its effect. 
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From the terrace we approached the great bell of Anna 
lyanoma, which is larger than many of the houses of the pea- 
santry, and then commenced the ascent to the gallery of the 
tower, filled with hells of erery size, from one whose clapper is 
swung by the united efforts of three strong men, to others so 
small as to be worked with a single hand. From this belfry we 
looked down upon the whole of Moscow. The inclosure of the 
Kremlin, about a mile in circumference, is filled with palaces 
and churches, and surrounded with battlements of stone, 
painted alternately in green and white, and fianked with turrets. 
This is encompassed by the Kataigorod or Chinese town, where 
the bazaars and the church of St. Basil we have spoken of are 
situated, and which is also surrounded with walls and bastions. 
The Kataigorod is encircled by the Bielogorod, or White-town, 
and this again by the Semlanoigorod, or Earthen-town, so called 
because of the earthen ramparts by which it was formerly pro- 
tected. Beyond this last circuit lay the straggling slobodes or 
suburbs, abounding with convents and villas, among which the 
Seminoya, with walls and towers of every hue, stands forth in 
fentastic grandeur. On every side around us, for miles and 
miles, extended the multiform and variegated mass of buildings, 
•—six hundred churches, checquered walls, red and green roofs, 
and cupolas and spires without number. The courts and pas~ 
sages immediately below us leading to the churches and public 
offices of the Kremlin, were thronged with people and equipages 
passing to and fro in an unbroken stream, and filling with life 
the foreground of this, the best of panoramic views. 

There is no remaining evidence of the fire of 1812. The 
fortifications of the Kremlin, which were injured by the French, 
have all been repaired, and the Chinese and White quarters, 
which were almost wholly destroyed, have been entirely rebuilt. 
The Kremlin is undoubtedly the most interesting Imperial 
palace in Russia. Besides its singular and antique appearance, 
it is remarkable as having been the residence of the Tartar 
Princes, the Grand Dukes of Russia, and of Napoleon. The 
parts which were inhabited by each of these may all be seen, as 
well as the banquet- halls of the modem emperors. It contains 
also the holy cathedral of the Assumption, where the sovereigns 
are consecrated and crowned, and yrlieie a\V \.\i^ C^iax'Sk \\&xvss^isi» 
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to tihe tune of Peter wei« inleizei]. The tombs of Ivan tlie 
Qnat, Iraa Ae TeniUe, of Michael and Alexis, — ^the Ust of the 
Boe of Rmic, snd the fint of the dynasty of the Romanoffs, aie 
■n togeditx tkoK, coTHcd alike with palls of brocade, worked 
irith gold ond silrer, ond slodded with jewelleiy. 

The chxir^ coolaim maay images and relics of the saintti 
It boaats » portrait of the Viigin Slary, said (like that in the 
chuivh of the Madoniia delta Goardia in Bologna) to haie 
been puinlrd hj Sc Luke, and, like that also, celebrated for ita 
power of working miricles- Another famous image of the Yir- 
gin was taken bj Peter from this <:athedrul, and placed in the 
first church he built in Sc Petersburg. The fiussians, discon- 
tented with the new capital, perccired that the Virgin was ia 
tears because of the desertion of Moscow. Peter ordered the 
inuige to be taken down, and upon examination he found that a 
few drops of oil had been placed in thi! cavities of the e3'es by 
the priesls, iwd made to trickle down upon the face of the pic- 
ture. The church of St. itichael, also within the Kremlin, is 
filled with gold and silrer ornaments, and makes a great display 
of jewellery. It claims, with the cathedral of Treves, that it pos- 
sesses the identical garment of our Saviour. 

The Arsen;d of the Kremlin is filled with military trophies 
and miiiiy hundred cannon taken from the foes of Hussi:i, and 
(here is a treasury containing thrones and diadems of the con- 
quered kings of Siberia, Kazan, Poland, the Crimea, and other 
countries. The regalia, sparkling with iimumerable diamond^ 
gold plate of prodigious weight^ coronation robes, saddles and 
housings covered with emeralds, amethysts, and turquoises 
of inestimable value, are preserved in this place. There are 
also piles of swords and cimeters, and weapons and armour of 
every kind, and many memorials of the deceased kings and 
heroes of Russia and other countries; not the least interesting 
in the collection is a small box with golden clasps, which con- 
tains the constitutional charter of forsaken Poland, — a charter 
once worth much more than all this hoarded treasure, and no*r 
altogether worthless. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

ViUa of the Grallitzins — Sparrow Hills — ^Nobles of Moscow — ^Manner of 
Laving — Intelligence — Presence of the Emperor — Gaiety of the 
Muscovites—Shops — Caf^s — ^The Foundling Hospital. 

A PINE view of Moscow is obtained from the Kousmeizom 
Mosia^ or the street of the blacksmiths, and another from the 
tower of the Seminova monastery ; but that from the Sparrow 
hills is the best of all. To visit the latter we left the city and 
passed by the Kalouga road, through the long suburbs, filled 
'with huge convents, hospitals, and barracks, until we reached 
the villa of the Gallitzins. This is the most elegant of all the 
summer residences of the Russian nobility, and for the natural 
beauty of its situation is unequalled in the empire. It lies upon 
the bank of the winding river, and is surrounded with parks 
and gardens. This chiarming place, whose beauty would hardly 
be noticed among those of any other region, had been coveted 
by the Emperor. His Majesty offered its proprietors a large 
sum of money for their suburban paradise. The Gallitzins re- 
ftised the money, but immediately offered the estate as a present 
to their Sovereign. The delicacy of the latter would not permit 
him to accept it as a gift, and for a time the beautiful domain 
will remain in the possession of its ancient masters. 

Not far beyond this villa are the Prigorok Notorago^ or Spar- 
row hills, very trifling elevations, but quite conspicuous in the 
niidst of the surrounding plain. The day was radiant, and the 
city of the Muscovites lay spread out beneath us like a gilded 
toy. A thousand burnished domes and cupolas in blue and 
gold, glittering with silver stars and clusters of graceftil minarets 
and spires, white terraces and towers, roofs and walls of every 
Colour, all confused and shapeless, yet all gay and curious, 
sparkled in the light of the declining sun. The white buildings 
of the Kremlin, the gaudy eminences of St. Basil, the red and 
white inclosures of the Donskoi convent, the antique battle- 
ments of the Devitchei, were below us; beyond, as far as the eye 
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iould reaoh, infinite in varietj and almoat endlera in sncceSBHi, 
iroio otber fantastic forms arrayed in the same biitliant colaaoi 
—the whole exciting more wonder than admiration, more 
iriiw thiin pleasure. Far away toward the south and west «■ 
«nded a fertile jilain, and meandering throogh tlie meadowi 
lowed the shilling Jfoskwa, "aline of silrer in a&inge of green." 
rhe ^rdcns and orchards, the grtun and cattle, and the beonti- 
iil njipetirance of the enTirons were pleasant to the sight. Botl 
■ity mid country, seen at noonday from the Sparrow hiHa, con- 
rcys llic most lirely impression it U {lossible to coneeiTe cl 
Mosrow. 

Wliiit mnat hare been the surprise of the French legions, who 
had mnrchpd for a thousand miles along' desohite and deserted 
pliiitia, until from th^se heights they first looked down upon this 
daB>liiif( and abounding picture ? Their toils and dangers must 
have been nt once forgotten, for as they passed to the snmmit, 
gnning tvith umiizement upon the exaggerated promise of liiiuiy 
and WMlth, the cry of Moscow! Moscow! passed from regiment 
toregiinonti and with all the enthusiasm of Frenchmen, they 
clapped their hands and repeated AIoscowl 

Napoleon had already entered the Kremlin, and from the 
casements of the old palace of the Czars, he'wat^ed his soldieD 
and their waving banners as they defiled along the hill. An 
array of soldiers, with whom he dreamed of conqnerii^ the Eas^ 
was now before him in all the pride of Tictory, and ail joyous in 
the golden light of the September sun! In one ^ort month 
from that time his romantic prospects were for ever blasted-^ 
the city was destroyed — the snow covered the plains — &mine, 
cold, and the lance of the wild Cossacks, intercepted his retreat, 
nnd of those who entered Moscow, a few only repassed the 
KuHsian frontiers. 

Tho burning of Moscow is undoubtedly to be attributed to the 
wretches wlio escopcd from the prisons previous to the entry o£ 
tho French, They were actuated in this matter partly by feel- 
ings of revenge against their late oppressors, and partly by the 
hopes of plundcr.Patriotism had nothing whatever to do with 
it. No Russian ofiicer would Lave dared to take the responsi- 
bility of firing the sacred city. The Emperor Alexander would 
never have consented to such a proceeding, as is believed by 
many intelligent Russians. 
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Moscow is, in many respects, the most agreeable and inter- 
esting of the Russian capitals. The climate is less yariable 
ibs(a that of St. Petersburg, and it has little of the rectangular 
moaotonj of the latter city. It is also purely national in aspect 
and chanu^ter, and is the residence of many of the elder members 
of the most noble families of the empire, who hare been gra- 
cioiisly permitted to retire from the fatigues of the Court and 
camp, and remain in Moscow. They retain many of the old pre- 
judices, and^exhibit much of ancient hospitality. The introduc- 
tion of railways is considered by them as especially intended to 
destroy the last yestiges of the rights and privileges of their 
order. They deplore the power and policy of the Czar, the 
influence of foreigners, and the declining wealth and energy of 
the younger members of the aristocracy. With little pretensions 
to the high style or fashion of modem date, they prefer the bar- 
baric show and splendour of their sires; and in the number of 
their menials and the magnificence of their entertainments, they 
strive to display the extravagance and profusion of the olden 
time. Amiable in manner, fond of high living and amusement, 
and accomplished linguists, they betray in many instances a most 
ludicrous ignorance of many things, which in other countries are 
taught in the common schools. 

Several old gentlemen manifested much curiosity in all that 
related to the United States. We were regarded as objects of 
zaie interest, and asked all kinds of questions. The tiger and 
tibe crocodile, and monsters of every imi^inable kind, were sup- 
posed by some to be so abundant in America, as to infest the 
very doorways of our houses. Several were surprized to see 
such fair-complexioned men from beyond the sea. Doubts were 
even entertained, as to the fact of our being the genuine article, 
because our native tongue was English, and because forsooth all 
former Americans, who had passed the vision of some of these 
Muscovites, were as black as the ace of spades. One old prince 
was so satisfied that there was a mistake somewhere, that he 
insisted upon oiir going with him to the theatre, in order to 
sbow us what had hitherto been his beau ideal of our far-famed 
republiciuis. We entered the parterre of the house devoted to 
the representation of the vaudeville and petite comidie of France. 
The audience was very respectable in appearance, and consisted 
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principally of officers in gay uniforms, ladies Leautifnlly atdred, 
and many stout noblemen of the old school. We were not seated 
[cog, before we discovered the dnrk object who liad mystified the 
friiiFe. A well-dressed negro, whose hair looked as if it Imd 
been frosted, was seated in the orchestra, and tuned up his fiddle 
Ln concert with the Torious instrUTnents of Frenchmen, Italian9| 
Gierinans, and others who formed the company of musiciau. 
No mistake could exist as to the nationality of the sahle pK- 
former before us. His style and manner of bowing was "Virginia 
all over. We told the prince tliut this interesting subject mx 
undoubtedly an American although not what we considered pre- 
cisely " le vrai bouquet." 

A cheerful espression, and a certain unrestrained gaiety of 
manner, seldom noticed elsewhere in Russia, prevail in Moscow. 
This was particularly the case during the ad mini at rat! on of the 
Into Governor General Gallitiin. The moment a Bussian is 
relieved from the attention of the police, bis propensity to laugh 
and grow fat, becomes remarkable. The Muscovites have not 
been so much eiposed to the exactions which have irapoTerished 
the population of some other provinces, and this may possibly 
account for the portly appearance of the noblemen and merchants 
of the sacred city. 

In court or country, and wherever the Imperial person may 
chance to appear, every body looks'bappy, and greets the ap- 
proach of Majesty with expressions of delight. When lus 
coming is announced upon the highway, the villagers clothe 
themselves in holiday suits, and appear as felicitous and as 
mral as possible; in the towns his arrival is greeted with reviews, 
Te Deums, and salvos of artillery. All are glad when he is 
gone. In St. Petersburg his continual presence throws a stiff- 
ness and coldnessof demeanour over the whole surface of society, 
and creates an apprehension which completely stifles the joy 
and serenity he professes to admire. Nothing is so impressive; 
nothing perhaps, which conveys so complete an idea of human 
vanity and weakness, as these scenes in which the great minis- 
ters of the empire appear before their mighty master. They 
have climbed to the last step of the ladder, and trembling they 
stand upon the giddy height, beyond which there is no advance 
and from which there is no retreat, except in disgrace and 
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death. Nicholas as Grand Duke, trembled with awe in his 
interviews with his Imperial brother Alexander, and Nicholas as 
Emperor in vain commands his courtiers to be happy and rejoice 
in the light of his gracious presence. Care is indelibly written 
upon the countenance of the Autocrat, and dismay upon the 
faces of his servants. He may smile, but all who have seen it 
liave felt it to be fearful, and they may smile, but theirs is the 
sardonic smile which proclaims the agony of the heart. 

Moscow is in some measure relieved from these painful efforts 
to be merry upon occasion, and whoever has resided for any time 
in the ancient and modern capitals of the Empire, cannot fail to 
distinguish the hearty hilarity prevailing in the one, from the 
empty and counterfeit happiness of the other. Animation per- 
vades the shows, theatres, and promenades of Moscow; pleasure 
reigns in her festivities, and apparently alleviates many of her 
miseries. There are to be seen fine shops, with clerks speaking 
French and English; cafes and restaurants, and salons, in the 
Parisian style ; there too is the largest ball-room, and the most 
spacious manege in the world: extensive monasteries are there 
also and asylums, and last, not least, the most extensive found- 
ling hospital in Europe. 

Catherine the Second, who, by the way, has been called the 
mother of her country, established these receptacles for infants, 
in every large city of the Empire. That of Moscow is con- 
ducted on the usual scale of Russian magnificence. It exceeds 
in length and breadth, and excells in the amount of its revenues 
and the numbers of its inmates, any institution of the kind in 
either hemisphere. It contains chapels and school-rooms, 
offices and dormitories, all of vast dimensions. In the neigh- 
bourhood of the city are the farms and farm-houses, the gardens 
and summer-residences, the cattle and the peasantry, appertain- 
ing to and forming part of the establishment. Its treasury is 
a bank of loan and deposit. It has a governor and deputy- 
governor, directors, and teachers, male and female, and a regi- 
ment of wet nurses, six or eight hundred in number, who are 
Tecruited every month according to the wants of the establish- 
ment. From twenty to thirty infants are received daily, and 
upwards of nine thousand children are constantly being reared 
and educated here. The infant i8de]jo«ite^\xv^^Va.^^^Y=»^«5v5iA^ 



ISO THE CZAB, 



for the purpose. The parent may or may not be known, and 
may or may not leave a name to be given the child in baptism. 
If it be a boy, and roubles amounting to 10/. are left with him, 
he will receive an education, and at a proper age be appointed 
an officer in the army. If he bring no money, he is destined 
to become a common soldier. If it be a girl and she comes 
with a silver spoon, she is carefully instructed in music, embroi- 
dery, French, and Italian; and if not ultimately reclaimed by 
her parents, may become a governess, and instruct the children 
of the nobility. Many of the girls are taught singing and 
dancing, with the view of joining the corps de ballet^ and choirs 
of the theatres. The great majority, however, receive a very 
limited education, and are employed in various labours, the 
proceeds of which are applied to increase the funds of the 
institution. The parents of these children may at any time 
visit them, and send them money or remove them; and this is 
often done by those whose circumstances permit them to do ao. 
The poor parent, however, is generally willing to leave her 
offspring to the superior care of the matrons of the hospitaL 
The nurses who crowd about the doors seeking employment, 
are glad to leave their homes and avail themselves of the com- 
forts of this place. 

No doubt can exist as to the fatal tendencies of these esta- 
blishments. The seclusion and privacy of the domestic life of 
the Russians at an early period, were attended with notions of 
female chastity, which prevail with more or less rigour among 
barbarians. Adultery was considered a most heinous crime* 
It was so regarded among the commoners long after the civiliza- 
tion introduced by Peter; and in spite of the open depravity of 
Anne and Elizabeth, and even so late as the days of the second 
Catherine, the guilty were punished by being buried alive up to 
the waist. This Empress changed the penalty to that of an 
ordinary crime, and at the same moment that she set an example 
dishonourable to her sex, and which was the immediate cause 
of the universal profligacy of the nation, she opened and en- 
dowed the hospitals, w^here the offspring of the adulteress 
mother was sure to be received, and reared at the expense of 
the state. But Catherine did more than this for Moscow and 
for Russia, and to-day we can trace the operation of her infla« 
ence upon hex successors andiupoii the Em^ixe. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Catherine the Second — Her Influence and Art — Council of Moscow — 
Destruction of the Political Importance of the Nohles — Ukases — Civil 
and Military Governors — The Senate — ^The Emperor Alexander. 

When Catherine the Second became Empress of Russia, the 
nobles gained a little of the importance they had lost since the 
accession of Peter the Great, They frequented the Court of 
their Imperial mistress, and followed her precepts of extrava- 
gance and luxury. The wonders of the Winter Palace; the 
enchanted gardens of Potemkin; the groves of orange and of 
myrtle, which appeared as if by magic among the ice-hills beside 
the Neva; the Academies of Science and of Art; the brilliancy 
and the prospects of military life; — each and all, held out in- 
ducements to the Russian noble to hasten forward and engage 
his time and wealth in the race of ambition or of pleasure. 

The privileges of the nobles were confirmed by Catherine. 
She even abolished the confiscation of private property, and 
ratified the old charter of Michael Romanoff, which permitted 
the nobles to reside abroad, and which guaranteed their here- 
ditary rights and dignities. But the Semiramis of the Nortb 
was as ambitious of despotic power as any sovereign could be; 
— ^and while she amused her nobles with promises and appear- 
ances the most plausible, she proceeded to assert and to establish 
this power by one of the most politic measures which can be 
conceived. 

She recommended and decreed, that deputies of knowledge 
and honour should be chosen from among the nobles of all the 
districts of the Empire, who were to meet in convention, for the 
purpose of revising and correcting the laws. The sitting of this 
assembly, thus invoked, was opened in Moscow, by the Empress 
in person. The magnificent patroness of the arts, the learned 
correspondent of Voltaire, appeared before her delighted nobles 
in council assembled, as the sage under whose supervision a 
code of laws was to be digested. 
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ment, these charters could be yitiated by subsequent decrees? 
The power to publish ukases existed before the time of the 
council -we^refer to, for we know that in many cases they were 
published by the predecessors of Catherine ; but it is very ques- 
tionable whether, by the ancient organization of the govern- 
ment, the Sovereign had the right to make one law to-day, in 
direct opposition to that of yesterday. Every vestige of the 
power of the aristocracy, so far as it was an element of the 
Kussian Government, was destroyed by the principles assumed 
at the great council of Moscow. Every effort was made to ob- 
literate and eradicate from the public mind, and the public 
records, the evidence of the former interposition of the nobles in 
public affairs. 
. The ukase is as contrary to the ancient institutions of the* 
country, as the proclamations of the kings of the House of Stuart 
were contrary to the provisions of Magna Charta. We have na 
written authority for such assertions ; those who have written 
in favour of absolute power, have done so under the fear or 
the favour of the autocrat, for whom they find proofs of sove- 
reignty, divine and unlimited, through all by-gone times. Our 
opinion is based upon the belief of many educated Russians, 
upon well-established rules of reason, and upon the undeniable- 
and well-known usages of the Slavonic tribes. If the energy of 
Peter the Great merely threw the political qualifications of the 
nobility into abeyance, at a moment when such qualifications 
were of no immediate service to the country, the craftiness of 
Catherine destroyed them to all intents and purposes, when she 
thus publicly aspired to, and openly assumed, by the seeming 
consent of the nation, the exercise of a power more despotic and 
boundless than any recorded in the Russian annals. In 1613, 
Michael Romanoff was chosen Czar by the Boyards and Burghers, 
and made oath to maintain their laws and liberties. In 1676, 
Alexis consulted the assembly of the nobles and citizens respect- 
ing a revision of the laws. In 1700, Peter abolished the court 
of nobles, and established a Senate of counsellors wholly depen- 
dent upon his pleasure. In 1730, Anna was elected to the 
throne upon cerfciin conditions, limiting the power of the Crown* 
These few historical facts are sufficient to show the former- 
importance of the Russian aristocracy, as an element of tke^ 
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Goyemment. The people went for nothing, it is true, bat 
owing to the jealousy >vhich existed between the Bojards and 
the Czar, the people were in some degree cherished and pro- 
tected. The collisions of interest between the baronsr and King 
John, led to the first mitigation of Anglo-Saxon serfdom ; and 
by one of the articles of the Great Charter of English freedom, 
the destruction of cattle and of men by the monarch was forbid- 
den, without the special license of the proprietor, who had fall 
power over the life of Englishmen, 

Not many years after the great council of Moscow, the French 
Revolution broke out with fury, and civilization, loosened from 
the folds of error and custom, leaped forth with prodigious elas- 
ticity and vigour. Catherine, faithful to her ambitious projects, 
guarded her western frontiers from its inroads, and from that 
moment French literature and French science lost its influence 
in the North. Tragedy and comedy, Voltaire and Moli^re, were 
banished from the Court; Washington was declared a rebel, 
and the statue of the incendiary Fox was dashed to pieces. Not 
a new idea, or a new principle, springing from the improved 
state of things, was permitted to invade her borders. The lights 
of civilization which came forth in 1 789, penetrated to a greater 
or less extent, every European country except Russia, which 
alone remained untouched. Alone in her retention of old 
abuses, it would seem as if she had relapsed into the state of 
utter darkness, from which Peter the First had redeemed her. 

It is a matter of very little consequence, perhaps, how the 
despotism of Peter or Catherine was established, but it is inte- 
resting to know and see the different effects as they differed in 
motive and degree. The power of the one, rude, bold, and fear- 
less, was employed to force open the avenues for the ingress of 
ameliorating influences ; the efforts of the other, subtle, vain, 
and treacherous, were used to baffle every project, which did not 
tend to swell the importance and power of the Crown. Both 
were successful, and both will exemplify the extraordinary means 
possessed by the head of an absolute Government for effecting 
either good or evil. Peter the Great left his country in a won- 
derful state of progress, and Catherine left a crown, the emblem 
of the concentrated majesty and magnificence of a capricious 
and selfish sovereign. 
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ISnce the time of Catherine, no change has taken place in the 
political condition of the country, nor can it he shown that the 
personal welfare, or individual comfort of the people has in- 
creased in any way. Vast provinces have heen added to the 
eastern and southern frontiers of the Empire, the colossal arms 
of which, stretching throughout the hemispheres, seem ready to 
emhrace the glohe. Russia in Europe contains one twenty- 
eighth part of the surface of the earth, and one -sixteenth of 
the human race. The whole Empire, with a population of sixty 
millions and an annual increase of one million, is divided into 
fifty-three Governments, which are subdivided into many dis- 
tricts. Each district is represented by a deputy, chosen by the 
nobles to sit in the general assembly of the deputies of the 
Government. This general assembly is to guard the local in- 
terests, to appoint some inferior officers, to confer through its 
marshals with the superior officers of the Empire, to petition 
the Emperor, and render him homage for the rights and privi- 
leges they enjoy. For every act or decision contrary to the 
law, this general assembly is liable to a fine, amounting to 
30/. 

Each Government is administered by a civil or military 
governor, or both, who are appointed by the Emperor. The 
civil governor has certain specified powers; the military go-' 
vemor acts at discretion; and where the authority of the two 
afilict a province, the influence of the former is destroyed, and 
the latter rules as with a rod of iron. These governors are 
oftentimes incapable, and chosen because of their devotion to 
the Imperial person, rather than for their integrity or intel- 
ligence. They are followed by hordes of rapacious dependents, 
who fill the minor offices, organize the civil and criminal courts, 
traffic in justice, and oppress the people. The Emperor him- 
self has been obliged to degrade some of his lieutenants, who 
had obtained a notoriety for their repeated prevarications; hut 
in the majority of cases their abuses escape the observation of 
the Czar, and the Senate (who are bound to watch the public 
interests) dare not attack a favourite. How often is it in the 
power of ministers to deceive their sovereign. " Secluded from 
mankind by his exalted dignity, the truth is concealed from his 
knowledge; he can only see with their eyes, and hears nothing 
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\»ii their repreaentationt; — he confen tlie nost iinpoTtaat o&oes 
ipou vice and weakness, and disgraces Uie most rirtuous and 
itaet\'u\g among his BuhjecU. Bj such iolitiiious arts, i^d ihe 
tlmpcror Dioclcsian, the best and wnsest of princes are sold to 
ihe vciiiil curruptiiin of their courtiers." 

The BuHHtui Senate is composed of an anliinited number of 
lonators, iippoinled liy the Emperor, and is divided into eleven 
ilepiirtmentB. In genenU assembly it has power to inquire into 
the conduct of the employes of the Government, and report to 
tlie Minintw*. These are twelve in number, and at the head 
)f tha viirious Departments of Stale, from that of the interior to 
■hat of fjimnce. Eiiclt Ministry is divided into many section^ 
tnd cvnry Btrction into many bureaus. There is a bureau de- 
folcd to every deacriplion of business, from that on commerce 
ind manufactttres to that on theatres and stables. Besides the 
UitiiBters, there is a Council of the Empire, of which the 
Biaperor is President, and which is also divided into viirioos 
lepartmonti and sections, having different powers. Legions of 
.'unclionarics are attached to all these branches of the admi- 
niitmtion. Tlie labour is imncnae, from the very nature of the 
Oovi'riiiiK'nl, and it is rendered still more so because of tlic 
iiii'irii'lrcicy nnd (be corruption of its agents. Any system so 
vniiiilile, urbitrarj and incomplete; so diffuse, intricate and 
Yonul, is wliolly beyond the management of the Autocrat. The 
greatest possiUu ability :iml activity could not prevent disastrooa 
uonsc-<iuciiucH resulting from such institutions. 

Tho Emperor Alexander, who had become convinced of thft 
oxlrcmo dcgriidation of his country, and who was aware of hi& 
ability to ctTcct most important changes, was known to havo 
•uriuuily entertained projects of improvement; but be possessed 
11(1 douition of churnctcr. The uncertainty of success, the diffi- 
oullici of tho enterprise, and the want of confidence in himself 
nnd uthiiri preyed continually upon his mind, and occasioned 
lliut mvliuicUoly which huriied him to his grave. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Accession of Nicholas — His Policy — Motives of his Ck>ndiict — ^Military 
and Naval Forces — Cormption of the Grovemment — ^The Aristocracy 
— ^The Russian Chiirch--Conflict of the Laws — Courts — ^Decree^— 
Judicial Proceedings — ^Political Difficulties — The Spirit of the Age— -^ 
Its advance and Lafluence. 

The present Autocrat assumed the Imperial office in the midst 
of dangers and difficulties. A few officers who had studied liberty 
in the wars against Napoleon, pronounced in favour of constitu- 
tional monarchy, and a few regiments obedient to their com- 
mands followed them in their impotent and fruitless efforts to 
effect refom. Nicholas triumphed, but never could he forgiye 
or forget this attempt at reyolution. A prince by birth, and a 
soldier by education, he was accustomed to command and to be 
obeyed; and now thaf he was called to exercise despotic power,, 
the slightest check to his authority — the slightest murmur or 
suspicion, awakened his indignation, and called forth all the 
severity of his character. By nature ardent and generous; 
possessing most noble and most honourable qualities; gifted with 
very considerable mental ability, great personal beauty, and 
bodily strength ; his errors are to be regarded as those of posi- 
tion, rather than those of inclination. The cruel death of his 
father, the weakness and misfortunes of his brothers^ and the 
bloody events attending his own succession to the throne, seem 
to have determined him to pursue a course of policy more ia 
keeping with a soldier'^s idea of order and security, than one 
distinguished for prudence, wisdom, and moderation. 

To secure the acknowledgment of Imperial power without 
contradiction, and to exercise it without the complaints or 
criticisms of others, have been the first and the darling object 
of his ambition. To this all other considerations have been 
sacrificed. Ever on the alert to detect the most trifiing in- 
fringement of his commands, he pursues his object with an 
impetuosity which carries him beyond his mark, and transforma 
into violence and injustice what was intended to b^ do\ift viith. 



nsdce, prudence, and decision. Disappointment Tronnds his 
ranitj', and he gires way to those momentary fits of melan- 
choly and anger peculiar to his family, which nothing can 
withstand, and which conceal, for a while, the higher and 
nobler rirtues of the man. The fears of political innovation^ 
of new political systems and ideas, are constantly forcing tbem- 
upon him ; and to combat these, he employs the most extiaoT' 
dinary meaaures, and exhibits the most rem^kable enei^. 
The military and naval forces of the Empire, surpass in noiitbei 
anytliing ever seen before in a time of peace in Europe. Ig- 
norant of the cuases of this martial spirit and display, the 
nations look with apprehension upon the warlike preparations 
of the Crur. The police, counting its thousands and tens of 
tfaousandi!, of public 'and private, open and secret agents, toim 
another mysterious element of the GoTemment, while sosp- 
cinni of all kinds rest upon the motives and intrigues of Russian 
diplomacy in every quarter of the world, 

Europe, however, hns been deceived as to this important 
array of the military, constabulary, and diplomatic regiments of 
the Autocrat. They are not intended ibr the invasion ot final 
subjugation of the nations. On the contrary, they are designed 
to prot(:i;t Russia from the attacks of those principles of libe- 
ralism which seek to penetrate her borders; they are employed 
to arrest, at the threshold, those ideas and those innovations 
which would dispute with the despotism of Nicholas. Europe 
lias nothing to fear from the armies of the Emperor of Russia. 
His diplomatic agents are more particalarly instructed to watch 
tho conduct and opinions of their countrymen abroad, than to spy 
out the land; and his domestic police, a most formidable body, 
are only charged with the duty of attending to the business of 
every one within the limits of the Empire. 

A despot, like one of the oiden time, who unites in his own 
person all the powers of the Government, and who can use 
these powers with vigour and in the full confidence of his might, 
could truly alarm those who feared an exhibition of his wrath; 
but n ile-ipnt who has not this confidence, and whose vigour is 
wasted in watching for the safety of his prerogatives, should 
give no anxiety to his neighbours. Never was there so genera! 
Or so grave an error as that prevailing among European states- 
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men and politicians, in attaching the importance they do to the 
weight of Russia in the halance of European power. The time, 
the talents, the actiyitj, and ambition of Nicholas are deyoted 
almost wholly to suppress the whispers which speak of revolu- 
tion or of liberty. Haunted with real or fancied dangers, 
troubled with dreams or imaginings of conspiracy, he strires 
with his forebodings as with an enemy at his palace-gates, and 
would obliterate the very shadows proclaiming events which are 
to come. 

It is easier to imagine than to describe the real effects of such 
a state of things upon the people of the country. A system of 
espionage of the most disgusting and degrading character is in 
Togne, — a system so complete as to extend throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, embracing society in all its 
ramifications, and reaching individuals of every condition in 
every part of the world. To this, more than to any other cause, 
we may trace the corruption which prevails in every depart- 
ment of the public service; glory, justice, dignity, and place 
being often the fruits of bribery, humiliation, treachery, and 
deceit. There is no favour, no place, no man which money will 
not buy; and woe to him who prides himself upon his honour, 
his independence, or his knowledge of right and wrong. 

In pursuit of the phantom which troul>]es his repose, which 
irritates the worst and conceals the best principles of his cha- 
racter, and in pursuance of those maxims of supremacy esta- 
blished by Catherine, the Emperor Nicholas has by a word 
vitiated the charter, which secured to the aristocracy certain 
personal rights and privileges. To detain this aristocracj 
beneath his own eye, to prevent their inhaling the air of foreign 
freedom, he forbids them to reside abroad, and if disobeyed, he 
appropriates their property to the state. At the same time 
renegade foreigners, or a new class of nobles from the army, fill 
the posts of honour and of profit. The remnants of that bodj 
which elected the first Romanoff to the Imperial dignity, are 
not only deprived of all ability to serve the country, but are 
persecuted with a degree of resentment as extraordinary as it is 
unjust. In this respect as in many others, the measures of his 
Majesty are perfectly unaccountable; and whether they are the 
resolt of his own reflection or paationt, oc iDbft t«sc^ ^ ^^^ 
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■efiections or passioDs of hh coDnscUors, they show what histoiy 
las often exemplified, " lliat public employments and poner 
mprore the understanding of meu in a less degree than Utej 
leryert (heir Tiews." 

One of the most remarkable efforts of the domestic policy of 
he Emperor, (inasinuch as it is a part of the system upon which 
le expects to sustain the undeviating sourues of his soTereignlj,} 
a in the centralisation of the Government and the assimilatioD 
)f the people of every portion of the empire to one religion, one 
angungp, and one set of habits and customs. The Idtin 
IJliurch, at one time the only clmrcli of Poland, has almost 
liiappeiired from (bat country, and beneath the efforts of tht 
Propaganda of the Greek doctrines, the Lutheran population of 
S'inhkTid and the provinces of the Baltic are yielding up the laich, 
vliicli in this part of tlie North ivus established by the great 
Sustiivus. By force and intimidation, hy reward or punish- 
nent, the wretched people of all these lands are compelled to 
low to the Greek altar, and perpetual iroprisoninent is the doom 
of liim who, baviog entered, would retreat from the boaom of 
the church. With the Russian creed, irbich teaches the divine 
authority of the Czar, (the representative of God on earth, and 
to dUjmte whose will is to incur the displeasure of the Most 
High.) comes the Russian language and Russian customs, 
OBtablishing, as far as can be established by such methods, the 
influence of the Russian Government. On the south-eastern 
borders of the Empire, and about the countries of the Caspian, 
Other measures have been resorted to, equally inconsistent with 
every notion of morality. Persia is at this moment little better 
tlinn n desolate frontier province of Russia, and the principalities 
of Walluchia and Servia are overrun and demoralized by Russian 
agents. As we have said before, the great object sought for in 
these extraordinary proceedings is to guarantee the security of 
tlio Imperial authority; and this is the great principle which 
has actuated the present Emperor, in every public undertaking 
of his reign. It has impeded every act of public benefit. 
Whatever was intended hy bim to he really and truly a public 
blessing, has completely failed, from his endeavours to turn its 
action to the advantage of the Crown. Such causes as these 
hare prevented the liberation of the serfs, nud thrown impedi-. 
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mentsin the way of the improYements which hare heen promised, 
but never carried into effect. 

The complicated and confused collections of contradictory 
ukases, hardly deserre to be called the laws of a country. The 
Council of Moscow, of which we have spoken, assembled for 
the avowed purpose of revising and correcting these, and form- 
ing them into a regular code, but by the care of Catherine, 
nothing was done but to discover precedents in support of her 
pretensions, and to destroy all data which appeared to conflict 
'with her supremacy. More than forty years have been now 
employed in collecting the remaining ukases. Count Speranski, 
-with the sanction of the Emperor, devoted himself to this task* 
He succeeded in obtaining vast volumes of matter. But it has 
been found that many of the old laws are much too liberal, 
while the eternal ukases of his Majesty, the continual expres- 
sions of his absolute will, triumph over every eflbrt to arrive at 
any regular system. jThe Court, having jurisdiction in all 
minor matters, is called the Tribunal of the District. The next 
in importance is called the Tribunal of the Province. The 
majority of the members composing these courts, may decide 
any question brought up for their adjudication. From either of 
these a cause may be carried up on the appeal of either party, 
to the department of the Senate — the members of which are 
obliged in all cases to decide unanimously. Notwithstanding 
this unanimous decision, however, the attorney-general or repre- 
sentative of the interests of the Crown, may carry the case to 
the general assembly of the Senate, which must decide by a 
majority of two-thirds. The opinion of this body must next be 
submitted to the Minister of Justice, who may pronounce his 
veto or place the w^hole proceedings before the Council of the 
£mpire, a sort of supreme court, combining both legislative and 
judicial powers in certain cases. The decrees of this court must 
finally receive the Imperial sanction. Now, it is to be observed, 
that the Senate and the Imperial Coimcil are composed of old 
generals, superannuated diplomatists, poets and others, who are 
readily influenced, and who would never read (if they had the 
time,) immense folios, containing the pleadings in a case. An 
analysis is, therefore, ordered to be made by the clerks in attend- 
ance^ who will insert, upon payment from either ^^it^^\i\^^^^^s. 
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foinu tfcer BUT ibinlt pn^xr lot ihe instrocHon of the learned 
jodge*. Such it Ui« practice in cifil caaes, and sucfa the em- 
Mraeliim of the ooarts nppoMd to i>« rened in the laws, which 
■fter tfce Wwir of forty jwts, Mc not ytt rcTised and correded, 
la erimiail cmcb, the Miamirj- anil epeedr process of couits- 
KUtial is piefaivd. AUkoa^ tJi« EJcapcror it&s Been the efii 
rSetta of ndi pntMedings, and pnpand a new penal code, he 
(rill meet with tbe «Be dificolties in his attempts to rectify, 
from the c«nMaat interference of hia will with his preTiousI; 
expressed (fpinioDS. ''Tbe luDe,' nji De Lolme, at "which 
the power of admlnisterit]* jnstioe ta ladiriduids is separated 
from tie mtlitarr power, (an erent which happens sooner ot 
blet in different countries) is the real era of a sjslem of lam 

It woold be folly to sappose that by internal revolution*— b; 
the diiBUBibenMBt of the Empire, or other riolent proceedings, 
that Itaw i i tan be placed in a line of march towards tbe poii- 
tioa aaw ooeafted by the oonatitittional States of Europe. Be- 
volutiaas have beem attenpted, tbe Utcb of the Imperial persoas 
haw been taken by eoaspiratois, but deqiotisn has suirived 
thsra all : indeed, rather it has derived an impetus from these 
unnatural and feeble obstructions to its progress. It has amen 
with renewed rigour from the anarchy whidk for a isomeBl 
threatened its orerthrow; from anarchy which first depriTO 
society of its natural liberty, and which always has been, and 
jjtva.i's 'nill be, the ruin of all free gorerainenta, not properiy 
baltuK-ed betneea liberty and law. It is not in war, revolution, 
iui:irehr, or riolence, then, that we must look for the political 
re^-neratton of such a country as Russia. Nothing in the cou- 
ditiou or circumstances of the people is foimd to warrant any 
such conclusions; on the contrary, we should as soon be dl^ 
pose<l to look f»r a thorough iiud effective reform arising fr«n 
the disposition or the wishes of the despot, as from the igni>- 
rnnce and lnu-barliy of the mass; for " it would be as wiisig l« 
suppose that no virtue can reside in the head of the government, 
M to believe that a fuir admiuistration of justice can originate 
from a debased and degraded [>eople." 

The intluence of the character of the Russian Emperor, who 
ll)t«s in his person the majesty (both civil and religions) of 
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the realm, who combines the legislative and judicial functions, 
not by a fiction of law, but dejure and de facto ^ can scarcely be 
imagined. But this influence of the Emperor has not been used 
fur the political and moral regeneration of the people : were it 
not for another and higher influence, an influence which gives 
him more care and more anxiety than all the world besides, we 
might dei^>air of finding a hope for Russia, beyond that afforded 
US in the reflection, that the best principles of human liberty are 
sometimes developed in despotic states. 

Happily for mankind, there is none who can escape the 
power of this age; and no one can tell how great may be its in- 
fluence upon the princes and people of the Russian Empire. 
The exercise of despotic power has always been precarious, in 
ages which could not boast the superior intelligence of the nine- 
teenth century. The day is past when despotism can contend 
successfully against the ceaseless encroachments, and the sure 
though almost imperceptible advances, of public freedom. Rus- 
sia, of all existing despotisms, is most exposed to the spirit of 
the age; for having entered the family of the nations of the 
west, she must finally receive the rules and regulations by which 
that family is generally governed. Retreat is impossible. The 
unconquerable spirit of intelligence, ever on the advance, too 
vigilant and too crafty for the sentinel, passes the barrier un- 
seen, and whispers things, which will one day be proclaimed 
aloud. We have seen this spirit peacefully creating a constitu- 
lional government in Norway and in Greece; — we have seen 
it growing and expanding, until nearly all Germany rejoices in 
its name. 

This is the spirit, — the irresistible spirit, — the intelligent, 
thoughtful, religions spirit of the age, which would effect reform 
in Russia. It clamours at the portals of the Empire — it taps 
for admittance to the council chamber; it even addresses the 
judgment and the virtues of the Czar, and begs to be established 
beneath the fostering aid of his prodigious power. It would 
wrest from him not an unmeaning or a momentary triumph — 
not the mere shadow or the name of liberty; but some substance 
for the visible creation of an enduring fabric, worthy a great 
king, and proper for the happiness of his people. It would tell 

I, in the limguage of I^ord Bacon, " that ixv^ia. m t\i^\i YsssskSy- 
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TKlioH iliould follow the example «f time ItEdt, wfakb iimo- 
*atelh greaity, Irat gwitly, and by degrees scarce to be pw- 
eeWed.* !t would teach him to yield up prerogatire*, whiek 
jnutt 1j« forced from hi« euowssors. Il would assure faira, iiat 
order and IranqnilUty would flourish better b«ne3l]i the dTU 
than the military law ; that those attached to the glebe conid be 
declared freemen without danger to the State; thai religion 
toleration, and perfect Eecnrity of person and of property, would 
mat* him the Peter of the nineteenth century, and gratify Jiii 
fonlest aspirations after fame. Whether he will adopt wg- 
gMttona, which must have forced themselres bo often upon ]ii» 
obvervation; whether his vanity or his ambition can withstand 
the appenls of the better qualities of bis bead and heart, it ia not 
ftr UB to say. If, however, the remainder of tbe life of bo ener- 
getic and so capable a prince is to pass, as heretofore, in combat- 
ing a civiliKation which gathers strength with time and circnm- 
itance, we must look beyond his career, for a successor who may 
not be so energetic, or so able to resist tbe imperative demands 
of reason and iatelligence. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



FiutB and FoBtivals — Holidnys — Central Russia — Sapremacy of the 
Ciicat Rusaiim — His Cliaracteristics — Serfs — Tlieir Number and 
ConJitioii— Tlieii- Privileges and Obligations— Their Houses— Bathi 

' — C lotlii 11 g— Personal llubita. 

Eahlv on the morning of the 15th of August (when thon- 
aands of bells were making tbe most discordant and deafening 
chimes, to celebrnte the termination of the fast of tbe Blessed 
Virgin, a fiist of fifteen days) we left Moscow, The -whole 
BuMinn year seems to be made up of fasts and festivals. Besides 
the great fust of Lent, and this of the Blessed Virgin, there ia 
8|. Philip's fast, which begins on the 15lh of November, and 
luta until the Qath of December. Wednesday and Fridays are 
ftUo observed as weelclj fasts ; thus making for the year nearly 
•M hundred and fifty days of fasting. I'he use of milk, eggs, 
^•Mt bttttVT, is tUso prohibited upon some of these occasions, and 
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80 Strict is the Russian peasant in Lis obserrance of them, that 
nothing can induce him to touch the most tempting food. Dur* 
ing the greater number of the fast days, however, it is lawful to 
eat fish; but as he can seldom obtain this article at any time, and 
as his ordinary diet consists of milk, salted cabbage, raw carrots, 
mushrooms, cucumbers, linseed oil, and black bread, made of 
unboulted rye flour, the peasants'* fast may to all intents and 
purposes, be considered perpetual in duration. 

Holidays are quite as numerous. The birthday, the names- 
day, the days of betrothal, marriage, death, the day of the Em- 
peror and St. Nicholas, and the festivals of the numerous saints 
and heroes unknown beyond the realm of Russia, are commemo- 
rated to a greater or less extent, among all classes. Drunken- 
ness is the besetting vice of the peasant on all occasions of 
excitement, and this prevails particularly during times of festival 
and fasting. The Church does not limit the potations]^of its 
devotees; and the State derives a considerable item of its revenue 
from the sale of brandy. The influence exercised by the civil 
and religious authority is so complete, that not an apple will be 
eaten before the fruits are blessed, according to the annual 
forms and ceremonies of the Church; and the same influence, 
acting upon the same fears, and the same superstitions, might, if 
it were disposed, immediately limit and abolish the manufacture 
or the use of vodkee. 

. We left Moscow. in a ialega^ the common travelling carriage 
of the country. This is a long, cradle-shaped and clumsy wagon, 
with a cover over the hinder part, and a leathern apron in front. 
It has no springs, nothing indeed to recommend it but its strength, 
and the advantage with which the traveller can extend himself 
at length within it. Our carriage was thought too frail to pass 
over the roads we were to follow; we accordingly seated our- 
selves upon the straw which was laid in the bottom of the ialega, 
and commenced the journey. Unfortunately for our comfort* 
the invention of McAdam had not been applied to the improve •>> 
ment of roads to the eastward of Moscow. Very soon after 
leaving the barriers of that city, thumps and bounces most feel-^ 
ingly persuaded us that we were now beyond the limits of European 
civilization. A chausse was being made, but the ordinary high- 
way was a beaten track, which from time out of mind had been 

1a 
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ilonghod by wheeU innnmerable, and never been repaired. Tlie 
His were deep mid dangerous; but oar stout talega, dravn by 
our steeds abreast, went rapid); orer all tbe ineoj^uaiities at 
urface, without regard to its own injury or to ours. As no 
DBS are to be met nith upon the roads in tbe interior, the 
faveller rides day and night, £br days together; and rests iritlia 
certain degree of comfort upon tbe cuabioBS and furs with which 
le usually lines the veliiclc. We frequently saw ladies aod 
;enllenien reclining as they rode, upon spring- mat trasses and 
lillows of eider-down, and seeming as snug and cosy as we were 
brlorn and miserable ; for, baring neglected all these precautions, 
ind vainly trusting to a thin layer of straw, we auftred tortures 
ilmost insupportable. 

Our course was towards the south-east. The country appeared 
lopulous and well cultivated, until we entered tlie eitenaive and 
leserted heaths, which occupy a large portion of this proTince. 
These presented the most lonely and desolate aspect, and the 
vhite birch-trees planted on either side the road, with tbe most 
provoking regularity, increased tbe monotony of the scene. For 
many tedious hours we traversed this sandy waste, and at hut 
entered Ihc more fertile districts upon the borders of the Govern- 
ment of Vladimir, 

We were now in the very centre of Russia Proper. The 
woodlands [had almost entirely disappeared; the villages were 
numerous, and the open £elds on every side in a state of culti- 
vation, Weliki or Oreat Bussia, including the central provinces 
of which Moscow is the chief, is distinguished as the nucleus of 
the empire, and in point of wealth and the industry of its popu- 
lation, is justly entitled to this distinction. That portion of the 
Slavonic tribes which conquered this country and interraingleti 
with the Finns, lost by tbe latter process many of the prominent 
features of their race ; — their manners and customs being modi- 
fied and at length confounded with those of the aborigines o£ 
the country. It is in this way we would account for the striking 
difference which prevails between the people of Great and Littlo 
Russia, a people springing from the same stock, speaking dialecM 
of the same language, and having many of the same superstitions 
and customs. The Malo or little Russians, who occupy tho 
Ulcraioe and. the south-western paits of Sussia, retain tb« 
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marked peculiarities of the Slayi, and notwithstanding the for- 
mer oppressions of the Poles and Tartars, they have preserved 
their personal freedom and escaped the degradation of slavery. 
They are gay, frank, and generous* and are easily distinguished 
among the Russians for their lofty stature, fine features, dark 
bair and eyes. It is from these that the Cossacks derive their 
mn^n. 

- But the Malo Russians are comparatively insignificant, when 
compared with the numbers and the influence of the Great 
Russians. The rapacity and cunning of the latter have com- 
pletely overshadowed, and promise to absorb, all the distinctive 
features of the original race. The Great Russian is predomi- 
aant among the various people of the Empire. His power is in 
the ascendant, and he stands forth conspicuous, the type of his 
name and nation. He is commonly distinguished for his red or 
yellow hair, coarse features, fine teeth, small gray eyes, low narrow 
forehead, and badly proportioned figure. He is avaricious, 
sayage, and sensual ; and although capable of great endurance, 
is deficient in elasticity and vigour. His muscular strength is 
not remarkable, but his passive resistance of privation and 
fatigue, and his obstinacy under the most severe and painful 
punishment, is almost incredible. Many of these peculiar traits 
he derives from the Finns, with whom he has amalgamated, and 
with whom for centuries he has existed in a servile state. The 
Qveat Russian lives to an extreme old age, — ^longer upon an 
average than the man of any other country. His generative 
vigour is remarkable. In central Russia the increase of the 
population is beyond all former precedent in Europe. While 
the natives of thee onquered provinces are diminishing with fear- 
ful rapidity, the population of the whole Empire, refreshed from 
this inexhaustible source, counts every year another million 
among its multitudes. Thousands and tens of thousands, in a 
perpetual stream, flow from this fountain-head, into the vast 
regions of the north, east, south, and west. In every country 
and among every people, beneath the sceptre of the Czar, the 
Weliki Russian will be found, asserting the supremacy of his 
race, and showing his skill and cunning. All the tribes with 
whom he comes in contact yield to his activity, and dwindle in 
insigaificance before the progress of his eucio^eYimet^Viik. ^^ <e\^iSQL 
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«Mctr«t«a b*yftBd ths fwnitiers of the Empire. While he profits 
I It Ut^Khnut, b« U onen the secret agent o{ his country. Uig 
dvEbBcc preovdcs the march of armies, and Lie aggressions pare 
tl« via^ to cuiik|uest. As he is persereriDg in the pursuit of 
|niu, io is lie iiishou*«t i os he is ignorant, so does he bold all 
Ah#t naltfu* )i> wDiempt ; luil as he is superstitious, so does be 
Miliovt that the Kussiou Empire is to be unirersul, and attri- 
kUt«« la (lie Ku«aiim people a great mission for tbe social regene- 
ik^Wu of iiMuikiud. 

b»«id«* Oiis free Uktl floating mass, ixbose migrations, like 
JktNW vf the !«)K'i0Ut l^ythj^uis, are continual, forty itiiilioDS of 
Wit^ tui) to bu tifuitd iu UruaC Russia, the largest slare-popala- 
i\tu m the wwld; fiwty niUions of men, gleOi^ adtcripti, 
^tukwl to ihtf »oit, bougikt and sold nith the soil on nbich the/ 
U* Wo, lUtil vn which they die! Upirards of tirenty milliaiw 
ti thcov utth belong to thd f.'^wu, — the remainder to the 
li>l)le«i t*t«vivu<i to the sixteenth century, the peasanby of 
iiwai KuMift Mitutted tho privilege of moTing from place to 

^^0111 the ftw» tliaposul of ibeir persoas, and sold their 
H D» » tMU vf y«un. In 159tt, «h«i Boris Gudeu&f 
(tuviuluJ ihu ihi-om', ^iiiii iou^bt the support of the nobles, he 
itii»b It Utw bv whiuh the peasant was bound to the adil, and 
bv^'tiiuu ihu property of the noble. 

'Ihu vittue of lAu t'siHte iu Weliki Rus^a depends more upon 
\hv iiiiuiWi' vi ii» pea&iiitts than its acres. Some oixapj a vMt 
^.VkiiL of i'ouiiti'\, and L'vutttiu as many as one hundred. t]tea- 
«ttutl »>uIm. Chu proprietor pays an annual tax of about 6*^ 6d. 
Vi)i>n v^t'^ »''■ '^'^ umdition of the latter varies aeco(£ag 
hi ihi> viKUiiiatitnceij. anil disposition of the master. Asa general 
tub, bo li.ka n hoUM; anil » pie<.-e of ground, and the prinlege ef 
tfi iliiiLt -t I'l-^k u)i\>u tlio common near the Tillage. For these he 

Siit« "lib biM 'ubour. 'i'be steward of the lord asagns hiai a 
ii";iv Luk, «hivh lit etisily accomplished before noon. The 
tt iii»ii»i>H buui" HIV at bis uwu disposal, except iu harrest and 
U'tUtiit "ibvx tiiiii-s tibuii bv and his wifi) must turn into tlw 
tit'ltl. M" i»i>iK't ktiv<; tbe estnte, or leuru a trade, widMMt 
i.Hii»i>wii'H, 'K\\v iimater must mainiaiu bim, ftiraiA himwi* 
(t^xt Hud mLiliviii.i >vhcii it i» iittcessarr, and is liable to a &m M 
L^k ftrttMt vk«l'l>»lv tM bwjpjUn ugaa di« highway. Sti^ Mi^ 
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mnawajs, or peasants, whether free or hond, roaming ahout 
without a passport, are detained and advertised; and if not 
reclaimed or relieved hy the owner or some responsible person^ 
are sold at pablic sale. The proprietor cannot oblige the serf 
to marry contrary to his inclination; and on the other hand, the 
clergy cannot marry him without the permission of the master* 
The serf cannot be sold off the estate, or separated from his 
family; and many other humane provisions have been made for 
his happiness and safety. 

But it is futile to speak of rules and regulations in a country 
where wealth and birth give despotic power. The proprietor is 
governed in his action entirely by his interest, and he treats his 
peasants precisely as he pleases. He sells them whenever a 
good price is offered, and he sends them wherever it suits his 
convenience. He makes them weave or plough ; he hires them 
out by the month or year, just as it pleases him. In the same 
way he may treat them with kindness or with blows; but as 
they are generally regarded as insensible and ungrateful, they 
get more kicks than favours. The serf cannot accuse the master* 
If the blows of the latter cause death within three days, he is 
fined; but if the serf live more than three days after severe 
punishment, the master is not liable. If the serf be killed 
without premeditation by any other than the master, the killer 
pays the master 611. 12s» If he be killed with premeditation, 
no indemnification can be made to the master, and the mur- 
derer is responsible to the police. 

Sometimes the peasant obtains permission to leave the estate, 
And follow some trade in the large towns, upon the condition of 
paying to the owner a certain share of the profits of his business 
Instances are known where the serfs have become rich, and 
offered large sums of money for their freedom. In some cases, 
freedom has been given them, in others it has been refused. 
Emancipation is sought for by the peasant, more to satisfy his 
propensity in trade, than from any desire to relieve himself from 
the odium or burdens of servitude. The posadki^ or freedmen, 
cannot hold lands or serfs; but they have other privileges, and 
in the distant provinces display, as we have mentioned, all the 
natural vigour of the race, and are distinguished for industry 
and the most indefatigable perseverance in. t\ift Y^assjx^ ^^ ^\\^w 
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But the serf has not the same inducements, and exhibits mm» 
of the activity and industry so remarkable in the posadki. Ht 
is the creature of apathy^ and all the stirring qualities of his 
nature are latent and undeveloped. He works as he is directed^ 
and manifests the same rude ability in any employment he may 
follow. He is ordered to be a musician, a mechanic, or a 
manufacturer; and becomes either of these with astonishing 
fecility, though he excels in none. Neither the fear of the lash^ 
nor the promise of reward, can force him to work with the 
plane or saw; but with the hatchet, which he always carries at 
his girdle, he will hew the forest-trees, prepare his logs and 
plank, build a house, and make his furniture. He never exerts 
his full strength. If the burden be a heavy one, he calls for 
assistance. It is a common thing to see a hundred men holding 
to a rope, and hauling a stone or piece of timber which would 
have been handled with ease by twelve or twenty Englishmen. 
On such occasions, before the united effort is made, the Russian 
workmen sing for two or three minutes in chorus, and the end 
of the song is the signal for the pull altogether. After two or 
three pulls, they stop, and the singing begins again, and so on 
to the completion of the work, — more than half the time at 
least being passed in these musical interludes. The task is 
therefore often light, and easily performed. When it is finished^ 
the labourer is at liberty to employ himself as he pleases. 
Should he do* double duty, however, he would not be rewarded, 
and instances are known, within the observation of the writer, 
where the offer of the peasant to perform the extra task had 
been rejected, and for the reason, that any such proceeding was. 
unusual, and calculated to produce confusion. So the ser^ 
leaving his wife to cultivate his garden and tend the loom, 
loiters away the balance of the day in indolence. 

The Russian peasantry reside in hamlets, which are scattered 
about upon the various estates. These hamlets vary in extent 
and population, but are much the same in appearance. Those 
which are built upon the road, form a long straggling street of 
low log-houses, which are frequently separated, the one from 
the other, by an inclosure or garden. The greater number of 
these habitations resemble the miserable chalets of the Upper 
Ups. The better class have rudely carved and painted gables,- 
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apon the road, and a long roof which runs hack and covers 
kouse, and ham, and stahle. They are all huilt of pine-logs, 
!fteatly dovetailed into each other at the angles, and filled in 
with a layer of moss. If the huilding is of two stories, the 
vjpper room, which is generally fifteen or sixteen feet square, 
'imd six or seven feet high, is used as the family apartment. A 
•tair or ladder conducts to this chamher. A small window 
•dmits the light. Long wooden benches are placed round three 
rides of the room, and thepeetcky or stove, occupies the fourth side. 
A table, two or three stools, a teapot, a few howls, plates, and 
irooden spoons, earthenware dishes, old sheepskins, spinning- 
^ribeels, bunches of flax and hemp, and an image of the Virgin 
toBpended in a comer, constitute the sum total of the utensils 
imd the furniture of the Russian cottage. Some may have a 
Mttle more, but by far the greater number have not so much. 
All the inmates eat and sleep in this one room. They lie upon 
the floor or benches in the summer-time, and in the winter upon 
the stove. The Russian stove is built of brick and mortar. In 
the palaces they are of different proportions, faced with porce- 
lain, and ornamented with various devices. In the hovels they 
are uniform in shape, and resemble a baker'^s oven, with a 
Inroad flat top, upon which the men, women, and children, love 
to sleep when the nights are cold. The stove is also used for 
baking bread, cooking food, and for the vapour-bath. 

For the latter purpose, the ordinary temperature of the room^ 
which ranges from seventy to eighty degrees, is increased to one 
hundred and twenty of Fahrenheit. By throwing water every 
few minutes upon the heated surface of the stove, the tempera- 
ture is raised, and the room filled with steam. Then perspira- 
tion flows from every pore; the inmates of the cottage, in a 
state of nudity, and exulting in their agreeable sensations, whip 
and rub each other, with twigs of the birch, and pour pailsfuU 
of cold water over the body, or run out and roll in the snow. 
Almost every week the peasant indulges in this bath. It is his 
panacea for all diseases, and although regarded as a luxury he 
has imported fi-om the East, is as common a practice among the 
Indians of North America, as it is amon^ \\ift OTxevsXssi^'^* 
In all the citiea of Russia axe to \)e toNm^^xs^^vi «xA.^x>:^'^^fc 
ing-^bouBes. The latter contain At^awi^.-TWKA.S^'^^^S^ 
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VHj conreiuence uid comfbri ; lli« per^oo talcing the uth it 
bampooF^ and mbbed dowa br tke pMiple in attendanoc Tbt 
>ablic batlis are Treqiicnted bj tbe lower aria*. Tfte price cf 
kdmiMion is about 2(f. Soldiers and mn^eks wlio reiOTt to 
licm, usually club together for mntu&l ksnsnnce in the manw 
MilalioDB, and ))Uj soap enough for the complete lustration of 
Jie parly. A hundred of them together, corered with lathci, 
imoking ivith steam, and scrubbing each other, is not an tm- 
uual liglit; nbile in an adjoining aparlment maybe seen at 
nniij women In the same prcdieamenl. From such siglita, and 
lounds, and smells, St. 'Anthonif defend us! Xot long since, 
.he sexes mingled indiscriminately, and in spite of the precan- 
.ion» of the police, and ordinances to the contrair, male aod 
'emale, old and founp, might be seen in the summer-tinie^ 
iwiniming perfectly linked, and all together, about the islands 
n the Neva. 

Notwithstanding the hath, the Russian is a filthy animal. 
Bis cabin is very dirty; for want of ventilaiion, and from the 
inceatant heat of the peetch, it is filled witk an atmosphere 
pestiferous to all but him. He wears a sheepskin almost all 
the year. Tliis, indeed, is the costume of the country, both for 
the men and women. It is put on like a coat, descends bdov 
the knee, and is fastened with a girdle. Pieces of cloth wrapped 
about the legs serve as stockings, and the feet are protected by 
shoes of linden bark, Tbe neck is always open and exposed to 
the cold, and a cap of yellow wolfskin covers the head and can. 
The wool of the sheep is worn next the person ; the skin turned 
to the weather. In constant contact with different substancei,' 
it takes n dark-brown colour, and a polish like thatoFparch^ 
ment. In this drca^, and wilh the face and neck concealed itt. 
n thick coarse beiird, the Russian looks very like a bear. A: 
sheepskin lasts him for a life-time; as he eats, sleeps, and 
works in it, for months and years together, it abounds with- 
vermin and vile odours. If this notorious and most disgusting 
want of cleanliness were confined to the peasantry, we might 
attribute it to extreme destitution; but as it pervades all classes 
of society, and prevails to a greater or less extent in and about 
the houses ami hotels -of many of the higher orders of the 
country, it is impossible to account for it, except by supposing 
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that it results from the absolute igDorance of the nation gene- 
lally of any proper idea of personal neatness and refinement. 

The Great Russian peasiint is not so destitute as is generally 
imagined. His food, his raiment, and his habitation have been 
described, and these ai*e sufficient always to protect him from 
cold and hunger. The absolute degree of bodily comfort he 
enjoys is better by far than that of thousands in Great Britain, 
and is immeasurably superior to that of the Irish cottiers. Per- 
eonal and unprejudiced observation in both countries has con- 
firmed this opinion* 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



Agricultural Products — ^Hemp — Manufactures — Tariff — Russian Sta« 
tistics — Ships and Commerce — American Products — Cotton — ^Tobacco 
-—Influence of Commerce — Free Trade. 

. Thb soil and productions of the prorince of Vladimir and 
Moscow are much the same. The cerealia are largely cultivated, 
but so numerous is the population, and so great the consump^ 
tion, that a large quantity of grain is annually imported from 
the adjoining districts. Flax is grown in Vladimir in immense 
quantities. It is not harvested until the weather becomes quite 
cold. After being cnt, it remains in the field for some time, 
exposed to the frost and rain. 

We saw large patches of hemp. By far the greatest quan- 
tity, and the best of Russian hemp, is said to be the produce of 
the central provinces. Much care is observed in its cultivation. 
The ground is well tilled and manured to receive the seed, and 
as soon as possible after the plant springs above the ground, 
the male and female stalks are separated. When it is ripe, it 
ifl pulled by the hand, and placed in clear water to soak until it 
has lost its cohesive qualities. When it has lost its cohesion, 
l^t is to say, when the husk peels easily ofi^, it is baked upon 
the oven in the cottage until perfectly dry. That portion 
which is so dried in the winter time, is called winter hemp, and 
18 readily known by the smell and colour, which it is supposed 
to take from the smoke and effluvia of the cottage. That por- 
tMm which is dried on the oven in the tsi^Tvik^-tm^ dnA& 'Vifi^ 
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naiiiB of Beyeral of these proyinces to excell in particular 
Inmches of domestic industry. But beyond the coarse fabric 
tf natural productions, few of the arts are carried to any degree 
of perfection. Although extraordinary efforts are beiug made 
9d introduce and encourage erery kind of manufacture, the 
■Mult has in no respect been attended with any real benefit t» 
Ae country. 

Most of the manufacturing establishments of Bussia result 
ta&m the enterprise of the Imperial govemment, and the success 
•f all depends to a very great extent upon the continuance of 
tibe Imperial favour. Great sacrifices hare been made to sustain 
them ; and although little can be said in praise of their pro* 
dnctions, exertions to build up the domestic system are un^^ 
flUminished. There are instances, indeed,'where certain articles 
Imre succeeded; but this is altogether owing to the absence of 
foreign competition. The import duties levied in many case» 
amount to prohibition, and tbe manufacture of these yield 
enormous profits to those whose means enable them nearly to 
monopolize the market. 

The capital invested in the legitimate pursuits of trade in and 
about St Petersburg, amounts to less than one-half the amount 
employed in the same way at Boston in the United States; and 
it is only when extraordinary inducements are offered to indi-» 
▼iduals of wealth, that the means of establishing any particular 
branch of manufacture can be obtained. The certainty of 
receiving an immense interest for his money alone induces the 
xich noble to make advances for any imdertaking whatever. If 
lie is sure of the favour of the Government, if he is satisfied 
&ere will be no competition from abroad, no change in the 
commercial tariff, he engages in the manufacture of anything 
which will reward him with an immense return. He is per- 
£9ctly satisfied if he can sell his goods, and utterly indifferent 
'as to their quality. Although the cost of labour and the ex- 
pense of living are five times greater in England, yet the 
Englishman pays fifty per cent, less than the Russian for his 
doSi. 

The fabrics of Moscow alone produce axiXL^iablV^ fe^ax VinsAxwL 

and £fty thousand pieces of calico; ioxw \i^3isvixfe^^^^^*^^,^=^^ 

^a/a/jfa or nankeen; more thaa two m\\\Vmft ^'i V^aSS^'steisssSk 
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and other articles, amoounting in all to forty millions of or- 
chineSy — nearly thirty- two millions of yards, — of" which thd 
value, according to the proprietors themselyes, amounts to 
more than 1,200,000/. 

The other provinces together manufacture goods to nearly 
4he same amount. These productions are mostly sent to the 
fair at Nischney Novogorod, and sold for exportation to China 
and Central Asia. Many silk, cotton, and woollen fahrics have 
sprung up and flourish upon the protective system. The Gh>* 
yemment looks with great complacency upon its apparency 
successful efforts; rewards with a decoration the speculating 
aohle for what is called a patriotic spirit, while the Englishman or 
German employed to superintend the works is named a general, 
and permitted to appear in dress as an officer of the engineer 
corps. It is in this way that the manufactures of Russia have 
been fostered, and this too, without any apparent injury to the 
commerce of the country. The Count Cancrine, late Minister 
of Finance, was an ardent supporter of the high tariff theories. 
He referred to the increased and increasing amount of tha 
public revenues, derived from the foreign trade of the country 
during his administration, as an unanswerable argument in 
support of his position. Statistical tables showing an immense 
increase of the imports and exports, were produced; the ex-^ 
cellent condition of the public fiinds, and the general improve^' 
ment of the country, were all attributed to the operation of the 
high tariff. 

A particular reference to the documents of the minister 
would be improper here, nor indeed are Russian statistics 
worthy the slightest credit or attention. We will admit, how- 
ever, that the increase of the commerce of the country has been 
rery great; but we must give it, as our opinion, that this in- 
^ease has been caused by the natural increase of the popula- 
tion and the growing prosperity of the country, not by any 
particular laws affecting the import or export trade. As well 
may we ascribe the causes of the progress and improvement of 
the United States, from 1775 to 1800, to the War of the 
Revolution; as to suppose, with the late Minister of 'Finance^ 
that the prosperity of Russia, during his term of office, is to be 
traced to his hostility to free trade. The commerce of the 
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comitrj has undoubtedly increased; but it is the opinion of 
many enlightened Russians that it would hare increased in a 
tenfold degree, . if the notions of Count Cancrine on political 
economy had never been embodied into actual law. 
' From twelve to fifteen hundred vessels arrive annually at 
Gronstadt* Many of them come in ballast, and all depart 
freighted with the various products of the empire. That there 
should be so extensive a commerce, notwithstanding the heavy 
xestrictions, is only another indication of the importance of the 
natural productions of the country. Hemp, tallow, flax, wheats 
noD, canvas, and cordage, are exported to an immense amount, 
to England and the south and west of Europe. There is no 
connt^ in Europe whose extent of territory, or diversity of soil 
and climate would enable it to compete with Russia in the pro** 
duction of these great staples. The United States alone can 
become her rival. A few years since feathers were one of the 
principal articles shipped for the American market. At present, 
the preparation of feathers is an extensive branch of business in 
the United States. The demand for other kinds of Russian pro* 
dace, on American account, has decreased to a very great extent* 
Samples of Missouri hemp, of the very best description, have 
been seen in our markets ; our iron is inferior to none, and yet 
the canvas with which we dress our ships, and a large portion of 
the iron which we use, is sent us from the north of Europe. It 
is a well-known and surprising fact, that within a comparatively 
recent period, large cargoes of Baltic wheat were sent to the 
United States. When the great sources of our mineral and agri- 
cultural wealth shall have been properly appreciated, capital and 
industry judiciously and economically applied to develope them, 
a new vigour will be given to our commerce. 

The export trade of the United States to Russia is not of any 
great importance. From fifty to sixty ships arrive annually at 
Cronstadt from Boston, New York, and New Orleans. Some 
of them come by the way of Rio and Havana, with cofiee or 
sugar, and some bring cotton, rice, or lead,— the principal ship- 
ments at the present time. American cotton, to a large amount, 
reaches St Petersburg in British bottoms, and it is said to be 
preferred by the Russian manufacturers, after it has been assorted 
by the Liverpool dealer. The Sound duties upon cotton twist 
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are lighter than they are upon the raw materiaL This- has been 
a great advantage to British interests. The importatioii of 
American tobacco has been of very little consequence since the 
tariff of 1839. It is worth six times as much per pood as die 
indigenous plant, and is greatly esteemed on account of its 
superior strength and flavour. Segars manu&ctured at Ant- 
werp and Bremen, from the American leaf, are imported in 
great numbers, and sell for enormous prices. In the south and 
east of the Empire, the weed of Turkey and Perda is used is 
pipes, and nothing of the American article is seen except in the 
slu^ of a segar, manufactured at Malta, and introdueeci 
through the ports of the Black Sea. 

The American trade with Russia is mostly confined to St 
Petersburg and Riga. One ship arrives annually at Odessa 
from the United States, and there are two or three vessels^ 
owned at Boston, which supply the garrison at Kamtschatka 
with fresh provisions. The communication between that distant 
region and St. Petersburg is by no means frequent. There is 
a mail only twice a year between the two places, and the gover- 
nor of Kamtschatka often receives the latest news from heacU 
quarters via Boston. When his watch or clock is out of order, 
or any thing else wants ''fixing,'^ he sends it to Sam Slick, by 
one of these trading-vessels. Such is the commerce of Russia 
and the United States. 

The articles hitherto manufactured in Russia are of a coarse 
description, and such as are only used by the army and the 
inferior orders of the people. The only great foreign market 
which has yet been found for them is IGakhta, upon the fron- 
tiers of China, where they are bartered for teas, wares, and 
trinkets. Nankeens and other Chinese stuffs were former^ 
taken by the Russian merchants at Kiakhta, but this is no 
longer the case. The cotton fabrics of Bucharia and the East 
continue to supply the wants and gratify the peculiar taste of 
the Asiatic portion of the population; and such has been the 
advance of civilization, that the importation of American cotton, 
extensive as it is, has not diminished the demand for that of 
Eastern growth. The introduction of the latter, though trifling 
compared with the former, continues to increase. 

The condition of the serf is such, however, as to forbid any 
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decided superiori^ of workmanship. Not that his intelligence 
is so far above his actual situation, or that his serritude is so 
bard as to preyent an exhibition of his skill. On the contrary, 
Ilia ignorance has almost seemed suited to a state of bondage, 
iriiile his prejudice has not permitted him to adopt the tools of 
successful labour. A fatalist, he cares but little for the future, 
and in accident or misfortune he sees the will of Grod. With-> 
<mt an effort or a wish to improve his condition, he trusts to the 
maiiter, who must feed him when he is hungry, and clothe him 
when he is cold. Peter the Great seems to have been aware 
cf these disadvantages, and while he did all that good policy 
would justify towards emancipation, he encouraged the settle- 
ment of foreigners, free intercourse with foreign states, the use 
of improved tools, and the ridicule of old habits and super- 
stitions. Conqueror and innovator as he was, he could not 
conquer custom, nor completely change the relations which had 
so long existed between the lord and vassal. He tried in every 
way to induce the Russian to cut off his beard. He tried to 
inixoduce the use of implements of a new construction. His 
e£R>rts were in vain, and to-day the Russian merchant rejoices 
in his beard, and the Russian mechanic throws aside the hand- 
saw and the chisel for a clumsy hatchet, which he handles with 
wonderful dexterity. In the progress of civilization these pre- 
judices may disappear, and the talents of the Russian artizan 
be displayed to more advantage. The versatility of his genius 
is remarkable. In the field in summer, in the factory in winter, 
— a soldier to-day, a sailor to-morrow, — ^he shows a capability 
in whatever is required of him which is truly extraordinary. 
In imitation he has no superior. He is cunning to effect an 
object for his personal gratification, and in a bargain he is with- 
out an equal in the world. When it was represented to Peter 
the Great that the banishment of the Jews would prevent the 
plunder of his simple subjects, the sagacious monarch is said to 
have replied, that the Jews were welcome to all the profits they 
could obtain from Russians. But as long as the Russian is a 
ser^— dependent upon a master who must feed and clothe him, 
and who can exact only in return the performance of a trifling 
task,— Hso long as he remains ignorant, — so long as the popu- 
lation of the country is sparse, and the agricultural productions 
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tincted the attention of the popular enlightened Minister of the 
Interior, Peroffskj, This gentleman surprised the cabal one 
-one day with an unexpected visit, and announced his deter- 
alination to put a stop to their proceedings. He accordingly 
iegulated the price of the articles thej had on hand, and prohi- 
lyited the sale of them at a higher yaluation. The monopolists 
thereupon affirmed that they would, in consequence of this pro- 
cSeeding, be reduced to bankruptcy. The Minister in reply took 
I^Ofisession of their books, and after an examination, he told 
them, if they did not at once consent to pay their creditors in 
foil, they should depart instanter for Siberia. In this instance 
the determination to correct abuses of this kind, and the manner 
6£ doing it, is fully apparent. 

' A disposition manifested to foster and encourage trade and 
manufactures, to maintain credit ; the introduction of railways^ 
the recent ukases, reducing the terms of enlistment in the army, 
the prohibition of the punishment of soldiers, without the 
authority of a competent court-martial; the granting to English 
suitors in civil suits before Russian tribunals, the same privileges. 
in relation to security for costs, &c., as are enjoyed by Russian 
suitors in British courts; — all indicate the progress of enlightened 
Tiews, and efforts, no matter how mistaken or unsuccessful, to 
bring about improvement. 

A great advance of refinement and the arts in Russia, must 
result from the higher intelligence of her people. The time has 
been when civilization perched upon the banners of successful 
mur, and forced her way along with the march of armies. She 
now pursues the paths of peace. She sits upon the prow of 
commerce, and the arts, her sisters, follow in her wake. Com- 
merce, free and unshackled commerce, must be the harbinger of 
that civilization, which will completely vanquish prejudice and 
superstition, and place the Russian people on a level with those 
of the rest of Europe. Nothing but such a commerce can effect 
this desirable object, and until it is effected, neither protective 
tariffs nor unlimited prohibitions will tell them how to make, or 
teach them^how to want and wear, the beautiful fabrics of other 
lands. Let the doors be thrown open to free trade, let men of 
all nations throng her ports, let tliem "jeikfcXx^Xfc \.ci\i^x ^^ksrJvss^ 
holders, and descend her rivers from l\i^ io>xTvV\&CL\ft^^^^'^%'*^s^ 
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the tnuiDpti of Stuaan milixBtioii would be half aduered. 
Tben a demand would be created tor the c^on)f»Hs and Inxurin 
of life, now known (o a rrtf small portion of (lie popuktiot. 
Then would be seen what arts wiD flonmh best npon her soil, 
and which of them, if any, wiD need the jndkions care of Go- 
rernment. 

Such, unfortimatelT, is not the poficr of the continestal 
BtaCei ; such is not the present po!icT of Russia. High tariffi 
to promote manuiiictaring interests, without regard to c^tadlT 
or fitness to excel), and without reference lo other interests wF 
more importance, are the order of the dav. R^procit; ie the 
cry throughout the world, hut there is no redprocity. Seized 
with the prevailing mania of mauufaeturiitg in self-defence, and 
of creating a new branch of industry within herself, Russia en- 
tera the field with gignniic competitors. Wtalerer may he tbe 
advantages to bederiTed from measures adopted for the puUic 
Tood, it is to be regretted that any impediment ehoald be inter- 
aofted to the benefits of commerci^ intercourse to such a coustiv 



CHAPTER XXVII. 



VTadimir — Alexander Nevsky — Connlrv Residences — Conntiy Life — 
Resident Nobles — Pastimes of the Peasantry — Priests — Chorchea — 

Superstition. 

A BIDE of thirty hours carried ns from Moscow to Vladimir, 
the capital town of the province of tbe same name. This city 
was founded by and named after Vladimir the Great, who en- 
braced Christianity in the tenth century. Before the rise of 
Moscow it >vas the residence of the Orand Dukes, and after the 
conquest of Kief by Andrew, in 1 165, it was enlaiged and em- 
bellished, and made tbe metropoHs of Russia. To give it 
iuterest in the eyes of a superstitious people, and to gain for it 
a reputation for peculiar sanctity, the politic Andrew carried 
away from Kief the much renerafed image of the Virgin, whose 
shrine, erected in the gorgeous cathedral of St. Mary, was wor- 
ahipped by all Kussian pilgrima. Here also were subsequently 
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deposited the lenuuns of Alexander, Prince of NoYogorod, who 
WM called Neyskj, from his yictorjr over the Swedes upon the 
banka of the Nera. The heroic yirtues of Alexander have illus- 
tmted the early history of his country. His memory was che- 
iiahed, his deeds were magnified, and his name exalted among 
the saints. His lifeless body was supposed to be inyested with 
miraciilous power, and his tomb was risited and adored by 
iBjrriads of the barbarians. Peter the Great, anxious to secure 
all the fame of the saint, and the favour of the multitude for 
his new capital, transferred to St. Petersburgh the dust of the 
hero and the devotion of the people, and Yladimir, deprived of 
its divinity, was almost deserted. 

In the twelfth century, Baty, the grandson of Ghengis Khan, 
at the head of his innumerable hosts, poured like an avalanche 
through the passes of the Caucasus, and turned the resistless 
progress of his arms upon Northern Europe. His march from 
the Yolga to the Baltic was marked with blood and desolation. 
He massacred the population and destroyed the towns as he 
advanced, that his conquests might be one boundless pasture 
for his roving flocks, and a home for his bands of herdsmen. 
When he appeared before Yladimir, the afirighted inhabitants 
took refuge in their churches, and besought the protection of 
their saints. A few Tartars climbed the walls without re- 
sistance, and threw open the gates to the eager warriors, who 
rushed in and commenced the work of extermination. Princes 
and princesses were consumed in the burning sanctuaries, and 
the rest were slaughtered in the streets, without distinction of 
age or sex. Yladimir was subsequently rebuilt, and although 
the seat of empire was removed to Moscow, prospered again for 
a hundred years. But when Tamerlane appeared upon the 
Yolga, and passed like a whirlwind towards the west, Yladimir 
fell before him, and has never since recovered its importance. 
It has a university, and boasts the first ecclesiastical seminary 
in Russia. It contains, also, a number of sacred edifices in the 
Russian style, among which is quite conspicuous the old cathe- 
dral of St Mary, built by Andrew, prince of Susdal. 

Beyond Yladimir we stopped at the chateau of a Russian 
noble. The country residences of any pretensions to elegance 
axe few and ha between, and these are generally in dilapidation 
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or decay, from the effects of the climate and neglect. The 
insipidity of country life in Russia is almost insupportable, and 
hence it is that the great proprietors seldom, if ever, visit their 
possessions. Those who do so, rarely remain beyond a few 
weeks to shoot and hunt, after which they return to the large 
towns. The nobles constantly residing upon their estates, are 
small proprietors. This class is very numerous. In some of 
the provinces they are as many as thirty thousand. Having no 
influence with the Government, and little consideration with the 
people, suspected by the one and hated by the other, these petty 
princes regard with apprehension the awful fate of the nobles of 
Gallicia. The recent revolts in the provinces of Worensk, 
Tchemigof, and Witepsk, where the peasantry murdered their 
masters and plundered their dwellings, exhibit the melancholy 
condition to whicli many of the resident proprietors are reduced. 

The mansion we visited was built of logs, weather-boarded, 
and painted white, a double piazza, supported by columns of 
pine, extended round two sides of the building. It stood in a 
bleak, open place, at the head of the village occupied by serfs, 
and was surrounded on every side with badly-cultivated fields^ 
and woodlands of white birch and pine. The only remarkablcf 
occurrence during the stay at this place, was the baptism of the 
infant son of the proprietor. One of the most powerful and 
enlightened men in the empire officiated as godfather. The 
parents were not permitted to witness the ceremony. After the 
priest had performed a portion of the service, the deacons^ itt 
military costume, commenced chanting some sacred melody** 
While the child was thrice immersed, and thrice crossed with 
holy water upon the arms and legs and every part of the body, the 
distinguished godfather turned round, and spit upon and chased 
away the devil, who was supposed to be present, and intent 
upon interfering in the process of baptism. 

It was a prasjiik or holiday, when we resumed our journey. 
The inhabitants of the villages were lounging in the sunshine. 
They seemed, by general consent, to have relinquished the schube 
for their summer costumes. The men appeared in coloured 
shirts, and the loose red charavari or pantaloon, which below 
the kn?^ descended within the depths of a capacious boot. The 
women were arrayed in the saraphan; — a bright red gown, with 
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a yellow border, and a row of white buttons down in front. 
Beneath it is a white boddice, fitting tightly about the neck, and 
loosely about the arms. Connected in some way with this 
boddice, there is a broad strap, by which the enormous bosom 
of the Russian maid is pressed down towards the stomach, giving 
her a waistless and heavy appeai-auce, amounting almost to 
deformity. A red band, resembling a tiara, or a crescent-shaped 
. bonnet, adorned with beads, tinsel, or mother-of-pearl, is worn 
upon the head; — a string of glass beads about the neck, and 
large drops of brass or silver in the ears. The hair plaited in a 
long tail, falls upon the back. Red slippers cover the feet, and 
as red is synonymous with beauty among the Russians, the faces 
of the girls were beautified with a rouge, extracted from some 
vegetable of the country. 

The men were sitting lazily before their doors, or lounging 
about the kabak, or village inn; and the women assembled in 
groups, as sad as the men were surly, maintained the most pro- 
found silence. Sometimes, a couple of the younger people were 
seen dancing a sort of jig or playing see-saw; — sometimes we 
heard the sound of song, and the tinkling of the balalaika^ the 
Russian banjo; — sometimes we heard the shrill and painful 
squeakings of the reed pipes, called the dukla; but this was not 
often, and a more sombre and sorry set of rustics we had never 
seen before. The children are good-looking, but have no 
sprightliness; and the adults, whose hideousnous is perfectly 
unaccountable, have a most morose and ill-natured expression of 
countenance. 

The Great Russian peasant, however, is said to be both hos- 
pitable and pious. His virtues are those of the barbarian, his 
rices those of the slave. But he seldom feels happy, except 
when in a state of intoxication. He loses his sobriety nnd 
his gravity together, and when in drink is as gay and polite as 
possible. His loud, harsh, querulous tones are changed for low, 
sweet accents. He greets his neighbours with profound bows, 
and though his steps are devious, and his eyes are glassy, he 
never falls, and never fails to find his cabin. He kisses his 
wife and children, applies to them the most extravagant terms 
of endearment^ and goes to sleep w'lOi t\ve Vxsi^x^^ivysv "^"^^^^ ^^ 
4be moat amiable of mankind. But \ie \y.y^«^«^^ "^^ ^^-^ 
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Bstnan who passes bj, or who is about to enter, tmcoyers and 
1m>ws in prayer. 

. The sanetvary is separated firom the body of the church, by 
like ietmoMias or screen, which is hung with pictures of the saints. 
Gaudies and lamps are constantly kept burning before the repre- 
sentations of the Sariour and the Virgin. Behind the screen is 
the taactum sanctorum, containing the holy table with a canopy 
above it, from which a doye is suspended as the symbol of the 
Holj Ghost. The cross, and a box, containing the holy ele- 
flieats, are open upon the table, and concealed on either side are 
the choristers, who repeat and chant the prayers after the offici- 
ating priests. The old Slavonian is altogether used in the offices 
of religion. Few of the people understand tiiis language, but 
tiiey listen with attention, and bowing repeatedly, exclaim, 
^' Gaspodi pompiloui" God have mercy upon us. 

The pictures of the Virgin are seen in every building, and 
receive the adoration of the Russians, who pretend, however, to 
disclaim the worship of images, and to abominate the idolatry 
of the Romans. The great article on which they differed from 
the Latin Church, was that the Holy Spirit does not proceed 
firom the Father and the Son, but from the Father only. Pre- 
yious to the time of Peter the Great, this and a few other pointa 
ooBStituted the main distinctions between the doctrines of the 
Greeks and Romans. This prince nominated and confirmed 
himself as the patriarch of the Christians in his dominions, and 
he and his successors in moulding the spiritual, to suit and 
secure the temporal power, widened the breach between the 
churches of the East and West, and closed for ever the prospect 
of reunion. The Church in Russia is now entirely controlled by 
the State, and the Emperor, as high-priest and king, is the 
governor absolute of the civil and religious concerns of his 
people. A synod composed of bishops, selected by him, meet 
under the supervision of one of the aides-de-camp general of his 
I^j^Bty, who presides in full military uniform and regulates 
ecclesiastical affiEiirs. 

Formerly the bishops, monks, and ruling elders were very 
numerous and wealthy, and wielded a power formidable to the 
CjBars. The Metropolitan of Moscow^ ^fe^V.^^Tr^QtsL^s^^^'^^"^^ 
conducted by the reigning prince itom \iSa ^^a^s^Rfc ^» ^^ ^*«»r^ 
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things which he of all frail mortals is most apt to do, he is sud- 
denly taken with a fit of deyotion, — bows, makes the sign of the 
cross, and ejaculates ^^ God be merciful to me a sinner/^ 

He is completely under the control of his religious feeling. 
Through this he may be reduced to the ^depths of despair, or 
exalted to the highest pitch of enthusiasm. When it is remem- 
bered that this, the mainspring of his action, is in the hand of 
a temporal ruler, who may touch and regulate it as he will — 
who claims by divine authority the deference and submission 
of his people — ^who fulminates at the altar his curses upon 
Boris Gudenof, Pugatchef, and Mazeppa, and all who have 
usurped the crown in times gone by, and who calls down the 
vengeance of Heaven upon those who may dispute his supre- 
macy, now or hereafter, — the stupendous power of the Russian 
Autocrat may be readily comprehended. Various sects exist 
in Russia who dissent from the established church. Some of 
these profess the most extraordinary doctrines, and practise the 
most abominable rites. There are many people, calling them- 
selves Milkmen, who reject all the forms and ceremonies of the 
Greeks, and confine themselves to the teachings of the Bible. 
The present metropolitan is an avowed opponent of all schisma- 
tics, and has evinced a disposition to prevent the distribution of 
the Scriptures among the people. 



CHAPTER XXVni. 



Military Colonies — Recruits — Officers — ^Term of Sendee — Pay — Gardens 
— Fruit — ^Wheat — Fertility of the Country — Fanning--Seed Time 
and Harvest. 

We passed on the road straggling companies of soldiers, be- 
longing to a regiment which had been ordered to repair to 
Moscow. They were in undress gray caps, long gray over- 
coats, and wearing a neat moustache, certainly appeared every 
way superior to their brothers in the dirty beards and sheep- 
skins. A large party marched in a crowd together, and joined 
in the burden of a most monotonous and mournful song. 
Others followed in little troops at intervals of a mile or two, 
committing depredations upon the peasaatiY^ xQ\^bvEL% tk<^ ^^t^^s- 
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The only concern manifested by the serf it during the time f>£ 
conicription. five ont of eyerj thousand men are ieried an- 
nuallj by the Goyemaent. The owner of a serf taken for the 
army receires no compensation, on the contrary, he is obliged to 
pay four-and-twenty shillings for his outfit. The term of ser- 
Tice has lately been reduced from twenty-two to fifteen years 
in the guard, and from twenty- five to twenty-two in the line. 

Fear of being enrolled fills the serf with anguish. Thou^ 
he may be flogged until life is nearly extinct without uttering a 
groan, he will cry aloud and deplore his fate when chosen for 
the ranks. He will bitterly bemoan the loss of his beard. This 
he carefully preserves after it is taken off, that it may be buned 
with him, to propitiate St Nicholas, who might not recognise 
him, and refuse to admit him into heaven. But once enlisted 
he mibmits to what he considers is the will of God, and makes a 
solemn vow never to desert his colours. Each regiment has its 
artel, or treasury; all the money, clothing, or provisions which 
the recruit brings with him, and all the plunder the soldier can 
procure, go into the artel. When he is sick or wounded, he is 
provided for out of this common stock. His pay averages 
about one cent per diem. £!ach regiment has its priests and 
«aered banners; and the superstition of the Russian, (quite as 
much as his capability to endure privation,) makes him a bold 
and determined soldier. The troops of Suwarrow, in the ever- 
memorable campaign of Italy, consumed with a relish the so^ 
and candles they found in the deserted farm-houses; and the 
same tro(^s fought and fell in battle, in the belief that in three 
days they would revive again, and live for ever in immortal 
glory. 

Passing the large town of Murom, and crossii^ the Oka, wo 
continued our journey. We seldom stayed in any of the vil- 
lages, except to make a break&st of bread and tea, or a dinner, 
]»rincipally composed of eggs and soup made of cabbage. This 
was all we obtained, with the exception of a few pears and 
appks. Fortunately, the fruits bad been blessed on the 6th of 
August, and it was therefore lawful for us (now that we had 
reached a region where they were abundant), to eat withouit 
#Bar and without reproach. The gardens attached to the houses 
of the peasantry in the eastern parts of the province^ are ^l^aaiift^ 



IT* THE CtSK, 

Tlw latter are Uniftf, bnt 
ttantj. The apples are of 
^n mm m^ emf^. bat hmi ^d mtelesi. The transparent 
fffk, MfpMLl •• be a ntire af Cbina, and asparagus and 
Mbor v^cteUc^ an wrjr abvadiBl. 

Ik uMiUi*. H we iJ^iimiJ, wis Icoken with gentle anda- 
■naa^ aDa ancr nc a^M bvel of dte plain, appeared quite 
p**wt>ipfc Thr raffing mm wai eanred with tall ripe grain, 
wUck, waTug Mai iiii J ri iag ia tbe brecxe, resembled a sea of 
goU. For mile* aad lailes, not a tree or hedge was to be seen— 
■Jl was a bnad aad anbanaded field of wheat; a prospect like 
which we bad bccb ia m> other coantrr, and compated tvith 
which, the f^raia-pndnctag districts of the South, as extensire 
and as beaatifU as tb«j appear, sink into ncter insignificance. 

To oar infinite s ar p tise, the Yenshtck l*ft the beaten tract, 
Mid dashing throagh the growiog wheat, trampled down whole 
Kres to avoid a had piece of road. We were now in that part 
rf Hossia so celebrated for its estreroe abundance. We hud, 
indeed, entered the proTince of Nischnei Norogorod, nhich is 
considered the finest of Central Russia. The soil is a sandy 
lonni, like llmt of JIoscow and Vladimir, and although neaily 
in the same latitude, is much more temperate and on a lower 
lerel. The yast exuberance of these regions, extending east- 
ward to the borders of Asia, and south and south-west through 
Little Russia, and the Polish Ukraine, has always been remark- 
able. Some pretend that this natural fertility attracted first the 
Slavonic tribes and Gotliic warriors, who established here the 
officino; gentium, the cradle of those nations who afterwards 
descended upon the Roman Empire. 

The excess of production over the consumption of the popu- 
lation, is sufficient to supply any deficiency which may exist in 
southern Europe. Many millions of bushels of grain are ex- 
ported annually, and the surplus could be increased to an almost 
indefinite eitcnt by an improved system of cultivation. In the 
winter-time, immense quantities of prorision are sent to Mos- 
cow. Twenty thousand sleigh-loads of frozen beef from the 
country of the Don ; ten thousand of frozen fish from Astracan, 
nnd hulter and game io a very large amount from Siberia, pro- 
wed to lUo western provinces, which are not so productive. In 
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some parts of this district the peasantry were collected and 
busily engaged in the yarious labours of the field. Troops of 
women were reaping with the sickle, and binding the heavy 
sheaf. Carts loaded with the gathered bundles moved off to 
give place to the plough, whose fork-like prongs merely scratched 
the earth, and prepared it to receiye new seed from one who 
followed after. The seed-time and the harvest are one and the 
same in the far north. The summer is short. The crop is no 
sooner gleaned and garnered, than the young wheat begins to 
germinate* 

Farming in Russia is conducted after the old methods-— the 
arable lands producing two successive crops, and lying in fallow 
every third year. The sheafs of wheat, carried into the huts, 
are suspended upon poles, and dried by the heat of the oven* 
The grain shrinks very much during this process, but it is sup- 
posed to be less liable to the attacks of insects, and preserves 
its nutritire qualities for many years. During the winter it is 
sent to market* Sometimes, at this season, the snow melts and 
disappears, and the roads become impassable. This circimi- 
stance is productive of very serious consequences, inasmuch as 
the grain is wasted and destroyed because of its abundance, 
while the inhabitants of whole districts upon the Baltic and in 
the north, are in a state of starvation. Railways will soon 
remedy this evil, and fully deyelope the agricultural wealth of 
Russia. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Niachnei Novogorod — ^The Governor-General— Nisdinei Fair — Teas — Fnzs— * 
Carpets— Cashmere Shawls — Value of Merchandise sold — ^Russian Markets 
— Caravans — Influence of Russian Merchants — Treaty with Sweden — 
. Exclusive Trade of Russia — Commercial Relations. 

It was late when w«f entered the town of Nischnei-Novogorod. 
Objects were indistinctly seen, but the noise and confusion which 
preyailed in the crowded streets, reyealed enough to satisfy us, 
that we had arrived in time to witness the Fair, for which this 
place is famous. 

Weary with trayel, we left the talega, and entered the Dom 
Yermoiloff, (the house of Yermoiloff,) the principal hotel, which 
like all the principal hotels was magnificently tawdry, and 
abominably dirty. The room assigned us, for we could obtain 
but one, contained neither bed nor bedstead, and the sofas we 
were expected to occupy in lieu thereof were furnished with 
nothing whatever in the shape of sheets, quilts or blankets. In 
reply to our call for these articles, we were informed that the 
proprietor of the establishment could not provide anything oi 
the kind. We were much too fatigued to be particularly 
unhappy with this information, and as we fared quite as well as 
the grandees who occupied the greater portion of the premises, 
it was useless to complain. We soon forgot in slumber the 
inflictions of the industrious little creatures who shared our 
couch. We rested long on the following morning, and should 
probably have rested longer, had we not been roused with intel- 
ligence of the approach of the governor-general of the* province ; 
who, informed of the arrival of our distinguished companion, 
had chosen this early hour to welcome him to Nischnei. We 
had scarcely time to collect our half-sleeping senses, or to 
reflect upon the extreme negligi of person and apartment, when, 
by the clinking sound of spur and sword, we knew the governor 
was already in the entry. It was impossible to refuse him, 
and in the attempt to draw on boots, or arrange some articles of 
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dreai, the door was thrown open, and his excellency the Count, 
attended hj three gentlemen in brilliant uniforms, entered and 
receiyed the salutations of three travellers in dishabille. The 
distinguished gentleman for whom this visit was especially 
intended, had forgotten to remove the variegated bandanna that 
served him as a nightci^ and in this most inconsistent costume 
he returned the bows and compliments of the illustrious governor, 
to whom we were next presented with all the ceremony the 
ridiculous circumstances of the occasion would admit. These 
oeremcHiies being finished, our guests were seated upon the sofas, 
which had but lately held our weary bodies, and the conversation 
became general. 

The governor was a good-looking man, of one of the best 
fionilies in the realm, of the most finished manners and address, 
full of fire and fun, and shrewd withal. He referred to the 
United States, and in his frequent and subsequent inquiries, 
manifested a desire to be correctly informed with respect to a 
country of which he was completely ignorant. He told us that 
the fiedr was now in all its glory, and laughingly remarked, that 
several Chinamen were hourly expected, equally with whom 
we should share the public curiosity. He requested our frequent 
visits to his palace, directed one of his aids to remain and wait 
mpon our party, and take us wherever we wished to go ; and then 
with a profusion of bows, the amiable governor and two of his 
gentlemen disappeared, leaving us in charge of a handsome 
young officer, in full feather, who was to be our cicerone. The 
confusion which prevailed in our forlorn lodging had not even 
attracted the attention of our visitors, and the son of Mars who 
remained, and made himself perfectly at home, was so indifferent 
to the matter, as to smile at our efibrts to explain what he con- 
sidered as very natural, and probably attributed our anxiety to 
a very amiable and interesting trait of American character. The 
effect of the governor's visit upon the conscience of the land- 
lord was immediately apparent, for this worthy came in person 
and displayed a quilt, and several minor articles of bedding, which 
he had not been able to find the night before. Two servant-men, 
with oily faces and well-greased heads of hair, were placed at 
the orders of Laronne, and brought water, basins, and every 
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thing else required, and endeavoured to make themselyes both 
useful and agreeable ; one of them even condescending to take 
from his pocket a dirty wooden comb, which he offered for our 
use with much complacency, and which, to his sxirprise, was 
taken by the valet and thrown from the open window. Whea 
the toilet was completed, breakfast was prepared ; and here, too, 
was a change for the better. The tea was served in cups instead 
of tumblers, and the whole arrangement of the table was an 
improvement upon that of the previous evening. 

Our martial friend, the Captain, for such was his rank, not 
only partook of the repast, but called for various dainties, the 
delicacy of which he commended, and which he consumed with 
appetite. He was a merry fellow, but rather odd ; at least we 
thought so, for he carried razors in his pocket, which he frequently 
offered, to sell us at a bargain. After breakfast we sallied out, 
went up to the palace, paid our respects to the family of the 
governor, promised to dine with them in the evening, and then 
hastened to the fair. 

Nischnei-Novogorod, or Lower New City, is situated at the 
junction of the Oka with the Volga. From the advantage of 
this position, and the rapidity and ease of the communication 
between the north and south, the east and west, it has become 
the great central mart of Russia. The town is built up the 
sides of an acclivity, upon the right bank of the Oka. Upon 
the eminence is the old fortress and government palace, called 
the Kremlin. The ordinary resident population of this town^ 
is about nine thousand. Directly opposite, on the other side of 
the Oka, upon a low flat reaching out from the point of the 
confluence of that river with the Volga, is the site of the great 
annual fair. Upon this flat was erected booths and houses 
for the accommodation of the traders, who assemble irom almost 
every part of the world. Nearly two hundred thousand people, 
of many different nations, had arrived with their various pro- 
duce and manufactures. They came from Siberia and the frozen 
seas ; from the foot of the Chinese wall ; from the confines 
of Persia ; from beyond the Indus, to barter with men from the 
West. 

Besides the numerous productions of Kussia itself, nearly 
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every article of foreign growth and manufacture, was in the 
market. Of European and American imports, indigo, drugs, 
dye-woods, wine, fruit, and fine oils, were in the greatest demand, 
«nd sold to the largest amount. Small quantities of American 
cotton and tobacco were offered ; and a quantUy of Brazilian 
coffee remained unsold. Tea was the principal article of 
Eastern import. Tea brought to this fair in 1842, by way 
of Kiakhta, and by the Kirghises, across the borders of 
Siberia, was valued at nearly ^1,000,000. There were more 
than fifty thousand chests of fine teas of various descrip- 
tions. Another kind called, from its peculiar form, the ziegel, 
or brick tea, consisting of cakes, was sold to the amount of six 
thousand boxes. It is used by the Nomadic tribes of Siberia 
and the Steppes, — and is composed of coarse particles of the 
plant. The Tartars boil it with milk, into a kind of soup. 

All articles in bulk, such as bales of cotton, fiax, and hemp, barrels 
of soap, wax and tallow, packages of hogs' bristles, horses' tails, 
dried fish, and piles of other material, were stored in temporary 
sheds erected near the spot, which were occupied with the retai 
ahops and habitations of the traders. These were divided into 
streets of booths and houses, and each street had its pecuhar 
and separate commerce. The hardware of England, Germany, 
and Russia ; the tobacco of Turkey and Virginia ; the cottons of 
Armenia and the Carolinas ; the silks of France and Persia, were 
placed side by side, and displayed to the best advantage. From 
Bucharia raw and spun cotton were brought, and a himdred and 
fifty thousand pieces of favorite cotton stuff, called Bakhta ; from 
Arabia per^mes and spices ; from Turkey, damasks and velvets. 

The supply of furs and peltries from every region, was very 
great. The sable, beaver, lynx, ermine, the Siberian squirrel, 
and the silver and black fox of Siberia; splendid black bear- 
skins fi'om America; raccoons and martens from Canada: the 
fitchet from Germany ; tiger skins from India ; valuable lamb- 
skins of the Kalmucks ; and immense piles of wolf, horse, and 
sheepskins, used by the peasantry, were all in the market. The 
Russians are very expert in the preparation of all kinds of furs. 
They employ the common catskins for lining boots and gloves, 

N 
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snd from the dificrmt colors of tibe sune skiii, thej nnke 
Bereral different furs, and dye them with so nmdi art, a» to 
deceire the moat practised eye. Grreat frauds are pe rpetrat ed 
upon the Chinese, hj those engaged in this trade. Tlie darker 
the fnr, the greater is its Talne. Tlie bkdc fox is pnaed above 
all others. The price of the pelisse of this material, Taiies 
from ^100 to ^1000, according to the quality. 

From the quarter of the furriers, we passed into anodier, where 
sted work, pladna boxes, and ornaments of brass from Tola were 
exhibited ; from this into a street, whose shops were filled with 
embroidered leather, and bespan^ed slippera of Kazan ; thence 
mto others with Chinese toys and colors ; the mnsks of Thibet ; 
carpets of Heran ; silks of Mascara ; jewellery, and &ncy artidles 
collected from the East and West. Shawls of Cashmere, sixty in 
number, were valued at ^23,000. Only twenty-two of them 
were sold. Rubies and turquoises from Turkeston, were very 
numerous and beautifrd: the latter were sold to the amount 
of ^9,000. According to the published statement of the 
Russian Grovemment, the imports frxmi Europe and America 
sold at this Mr, in 1842, amounted in round numbers^ to 
^600,000, and those of Asia, to ^1,575,000 ; while the vahie of 
iron, copper, linen, canvas, cloths and cottons, refined sugan^ 
and other articles, the growth or the manu&cture of Russia, 
actually sold, were estimated at the enormous sum of ^5,250,000. 
A large proportion of this immense amount of Russian produce is 
taken for Eastern exportation, and carried by the way of Eaakhta, 
into China ; from various points of the border, into Independent 
Tartary; and across the Caspian, into Persia. It is in these 
distant regions, that Russia finds a profitable market for her 
domestic fabrics, and through the agencies employed, at the 
annual fair at Nischnei, that market is opened and supplied. 
Her traffic with Asia is greatly on the increase, and largely in her 
fi&vor. Her active policy, assisting and assisted by the perse- 
verance of her traders, has enabled her to open a communication 
and secure commercial privil^es, which Great Britain, fi^r a 
hundred years, had in vain endeavored to attain. 

Caravans which leave Orenburg, consistiBg sometimes of thirty 
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thousand men, tncverse a great extent of western aad northern 
Asia, (partly by the same route which was followed by the 
ancient» in tiieir expeditions from Byzantiimi to the frontiers 
of China.;) fireqnent the distant fedrs of Thibet, Yarkand, and 
Bokkaia, and penetrate to the remote regions of northern India ; 
-^r^jions better known to the Russian agents than to any 
other European people, — the religion, language, and character 
of -vfhose inhabitants are perfectly famihar to many of the 
employ^ of a certain section in the department of foreign 
afEsira in St. Petersburg. 

The infloenoe of Russia in the East, sustained and augmented 
by this commercial intercourse, cemented and secured by diplo* 
matic art, is extending from tribe to tribe, and from province to 
province, and will pass on without a riyal, until it is arrested 
somewhere near the Indus by the British bayonet. As early as 
1735, several conquered and useless proyinces were restored to 
Persia, upon condition that the Russians should enjoy certain 
commercial privileges in that coimtry. The whole of the Persian 
trade has since that time been monopolized by them, and every 
fiuality has been afforded the merchants in their operations with 
the tribes farther to the eastward. Russian commerce is extend^ 
ing also across the north of the Scandinavian peninsula. By a 
treaty made with Sweden in 182S, Russia has secured a free 
trade to the north of the port of Tromsoe. Some five hundred 
vessels from the coasts of the White Sea trade with Lapmark, 
and the Lafodden Mands, and the natives of habitable regions 
within the Arctic circle, 

*' Who boast the treasures of their Northern seas, 
And pass long nights in reveby and ease." 

Only four years before this treaty vdth Sweden, by which Russia 
obtained this free trade in the far north, a convention was 
concluded between the latter power and the United States of a 
very different character. By this convention it was substantially 
agreed that, in ten years thereafter, citizens of the United States 
should neither frequent the harbors, nor settle, nor trade upon 
the Pacific coast of the North American continent north of 
54» 40', without permission from the Ruamii Qcw^Tmweci;.. '^^vsa^ 
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singular coDcessioa, by which the \ortIi Pacifie is to all interna 
and purposes a mare clautum, so far as the UDitcd States aie 
conceraed, has secured to the Russian American Fur Cnmpanj 
the moDopoly of a lucrative commerce ; to the Rugsiaa mercWti 
an exclusive trade in the North Pacific, and the exclusive privSege 
of passing with their peltries over the great uorthcm roads into 
the Chinese froutiers. 

Russian vessels are not permitted to enter Canton. 'When 
Knisenstem appeared off that porl, during his celebrated voyage 
round the world, the Chiiiese denied his right to display tit 
Russian flag, and doaouiiccd him as sailing under fidse colors. 
Thev coidd not comprehend how he managed to arrive at 
Canton by water, and have ever since invariably refused admit- 
tance to all Russian merchantmen. In consequence of this 
singular ignorance or caprice, the traffic between the two empires 
is principally conducted overland ; and hence, perhaps, the 
anxiety of Russia to open for herself, and close to others, the 
navigation of the oorthem seas. 

The trade of the Americans on the north-west coast has 
dHiiidled into insignificance, being cimfined to the fen- vessels 
that carry provisions from California to the Russian settlements 
on the northern coasts. The Russian mission at Pekin, which 
was established under the pretence of being simply an institution 
for the study of the language, has assumed a political character. 
Strenuous efforts are being made to establish commercial rela- 
tions with the Chinese, by which merchants will he protected 
from the attacks of the Mongol tribes, and the extortions of 
Chinese speculators, and by which Russia may secure the entire 
commerce of the north. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Yarioos Nitkns ai the Pair— Tea Houses— Tnurtirs— Cuisine— Sterlet Soap 
— Caviare — Wines — Dissipation — Women — Music — Gipsies — Shows — 
Corn 



It is impossible to describe the animation which preyailed in 
and about the £ur of Nischnei, and useless to attempt to portray 
the Tarions people who were there assembled. The inhabitants of 
the Empire, it has been estimated, form at least eighty different 
natioDs. It is sufficient in itself to illustrate the singular interest 
of Nischnei £ur, to state that most of these were represented, and 
mingled with the Swedes and Danes, and others from the West 
as well as with those who came from different parts of Asia 
Greeks, Amauts, and Albanians from beyond the Black Sea 
Annenians, Persians, and Arabs from beyond the Caspian 
Serrians, Croatians, and Wallachians from beyond the Danube ; 
Kirghises and Baschkirs, fivm the tribes of himters and herds- 
men beyond the Urals ; Bucharians and Kalmucks, Turks and 
Tartars, and eyery variety of men, gave to Nischnei the sounds 
and confrision of another Babel. 

Actiyity, anxiety, the air of business, the whispers of specula- 
tions and of sales, of prices and profits, and all the peculiarities of 
merchants and markets, the wide world oyer, were e3diibited here. 
The " pressure" and the " times" were the burden of the song 
of Jew and Gentile, and we really did not know, whether to be 
mortified or flattered, when a banker of some pretension to 
sagacity traced the scarcity of money, and the unusual stagnation 
of trade to commercial embarrassments which had so lately 
afflicted our distant coimtry. Early in the evening the shops 
were closed, and shows and theatres were opened. Thousands 
thronged the streets, or occupied the places of amusement and 
refreshment. The tea-houses were a favorite resort of the 
Russian merchants, who talked over the transactions of the 
day while sipping a glass of the much-loved beverage, or 
smoking the common Turkish pipe, filled with the tobacco of 
Podolia. 
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Teas vUcli reaeli Europe and America from Caston, kk 
either inferior in quality, or adulterated or injured by the 
foj-age ; those brought by the Russiaus overland from Kiakha 
ire pure, and of the finest quahty. They are of Tarioua pric« 
nod descriptiona, frota the Semipoladnsky, a good ordinary hWk 
tea at oue dollar the pound, — to the Fnutchanskoy, a fine gretu 
tea, with a delieioua houquet, selling at ^'2 to ^63 per pound. 
rhe Tcry beat black teas sell for £1 lo £2, the yellow 
as high as j£4, and the gioldett-calored Footchanakoy st 
£1 10*. Greeu tea, never used by the Chinese, is verv littie 
used by the Russians, being eonsidered iojurious id its efTeets. 
Tlie preparation is very simple. The water is boiled in a 
Samovar ; an um made of a composition of brass and copper, 
provided with a chimney, and having aa open furnace beneath, 
bj which the ignited charcoal is kept burning by the draught of 
air constantly passing through. The water when boiled, is 
poured upon the tea, which is not made strong, dark-colored, or 
astringent, or permitted to draw mitil the flavor and aroma 
are both gone. It is well sweetened, but never diluted with 

The Tractirs, or eating-houses, filled to overflowing, fiimished 
the fare peculiar to almost every people. The cuisine of the East 
rivalled that of the West, in variety if not in excellence. Delicacies 
of the Parisian restaurant ; duties of the Persian nabob ; t^e 
tongue of the reindeer from Archangel ; grapes, olives, £ge, and 
melons, from the southern provinces ; deUcious sterlets from 
the Volga, and sturgeon from the Caspian, were in great demand, 
and in great abundance. If we sighed with patriotic emotioa 
because canvas-hacks, York-bays and green turtle were not seen 
at this feast of nationa, so sighed, perhaps, the newly arrived 
Celestials, over the memory of the soup of bird's-ncsts. But 
aigha were too short-winded to compete with smiles in snch a 
scene as this, and though we had not the pleasure of seeing the 
gentlemen from China, we at least presumed that all was as novel 
to them aa to ourselves. Our cicerone was a gourmand, and 
MDBUmed various dishes which were ordered for the inspection 
4f fail oomptiuonB. It is impossible to enumerate the stews and 
feMhH, compounded of fish, flesh, and funi, which we could jiot 
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eat, but which the indefiBtigable ^yt^in pronounced delicious. 
The Bterlet-fioup is considered the greatest of all the luxuries 
of the Russian table. A single sterlet is frequently sold at 
St. Petersburg for £60. It is from the sterlet and the 
sturgeon, which are much the same in appearance, that the 
cayiare is obtained. The fish is opened as soon as it is caught, 
the roe is taken out and sprinkled with salt, and eaten as caviare. 
When £resh it is verr fine. During Lent it is carried bj post- 
horses from the Caspian, to Moscow and St. Petersburg. 

Besides all these HainriAg^ every Tariety of wine was there, 
including that of the Crimea ; the imitation Sillery from the banks 
of the Don ; the real Cliquot, and pure Bordeaux and Burgundy. 
There was also almost every kind of liquor,^-cordials which are 
takoi by the Russians to whet the appetite, and even bottled ale 
and porter of Great Britain, were here in spite of the prohibited 
importation. The dissipation and extravagance which prevailed 
exceed all belief. Numerous were the Gebers or the worshippers 
of fire, now ardently devoted to the sparkling wine of France ; 
numerous the Mahometans, whose eccentricity of conduct set at 
defiance the grave precepts of the Koran; numberless the 
Russian traders, who since the late fast, had already r^ained 
their ruby redness of nose and wonderful rotundity of figure* 
All that ever graced a carnival, excepting mask and domino — all 
that ever flourished in immortal Donnybrook, excepting the 
shilaleh, was there. Shilalehs are prohibited in Russia, and the 
whip of the policeman was unopposed at Nischnei* 

Tliousands of forlorn women, from the London street-walLer 
to Uack-eyed damsels who hailed from the Isle of Sappho, had 
wandered hither, and the saloons re-echoed with the minstrelsy 
of every land. We heard voices and harps of suiging girls from 
the banks of the Rhine and Danube ; we were entertaiaed with 
the music and dances of a party of Muscovites, whose performance 
raninded us of the exhibitions of the Cboctaws ; and we wit- 
nessed the singular antics of a troop of dark-brown gipsies, — ^the 
latter were the far-famed Tsigani, the wild Bayaderes, whose 
superior spirit or apparent independence, is quite conspicuous iu 
Russia. Their women are verv beautiful, and some of them 
haeve intermarried with the best fimiilies in the Empire. Their 
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supple movements, melodious yoices, and brilliant eyes, with lids 
and lashes dyed like those of the Egyptian almahs, are skilfully 
employed to fascinate the Russian nobles. A famous Russian 
song " Tene par verish/' Believe not thou art beloved, was sung by 
the gipsy queen. The gipsy dance, although very much, in 
step and movement, Uke what they call at Communipaw ''a 
regular heel and toe," excels it much in quickness and animation, 
— the male performer holding himself erect, looking daggers and 
unutterable things, and the female indulging in wanton move- 
ments, while both are exhorted to "put it down" by a wild and 
excited chorus of the gipsy band. 

Under the guidance of our epauletted cicerone, we went almost 
everywhere, and wherever we went, we never failed to pro- 
duce a sensation among the Orientals, who had never seen or 
heard before of the Amerakanskoi, A troop of mounted Cossacks,, 
with lash, lance and fierce hourra, running before the carriage,, 
cleared the way, and before the captain could say " sesame,"^ 
every door was opened. His presence silenced the boisterous 
merriment of the crowd ; and his orders were instantly obeyed* 
On one occasion we entered a theatre, a shabby affair, filled with 
the most heterogeneous audience that could be assembled. Our 
mihtary friend immediately arrested the performance, and directed 
the company to play, for our special edification, a piece which he 
considered of greater merit than that which was being acted. One 
evening he took us to a convent, in which were domiciled 
several hundred nuns. It was late, the gates were closed, and 
the inmates of the establishment had retired for the night. The 
Cossacks thumped against the great doors leading into the 
courts, and by dint of thumping and loud cries, the nims 
were awakened, the gates were opened, and we entered at a 
most mysterious hour, within the walls of a most mysterious 
building. Lights were brought; the wax tapers before the 
images of the Vijgin and the saints, were all illumined. We 
saw the jewels about the altar, but the few ladies who ventured 
near us were both old and ugly, while those arrayed in white, 
who gazed from the obscure galleries, or fiitted about the distant 
passages of the chapel, seemed as indistinct and vaporous as 
phantoms, although the gallant captain plainly insinuated that 
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8dme of them were full of life and beauty. It was often 
after midnight, long aft;er the sounds of revelry had ceased, 
tiiAt we left the fidr ground, but the Cossacks were always 
in the saddle; the captain had the word, the sentinels were 
passed, the drawbridge was lowered, the Oka was recrossed, and 
again we slumbered in the Yermoiloff hotel. 
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The Governor's Palace— The Volga — Its Navigation — River Craft— Scenery 
— Oarsmen — Russian Song — Arrival at Kazan — The Club House. 

* The time flew rapidly at Nischnei. The palace of the 
governor-general was within the walls of the old Kremlin upon 
the hill. A numerous party of distinguished visitors attracted 
from every land, by this famous fair, assembled there every 
day. It would be superfluous to set forth more particularly 
the names or notions of the various gentlemen and gentlewomen 
who were present at the delightful entertainments of the governor. 
Among those we met there was Matskoi, a young Russian 
nobleman who proposed to join us in a visit to Kazan. A boat 
called a romskoi, whose appearance recalled the poet's des- 
cription of the high-prowed galleys of the Greeks, such as with 
Ulysses ploughed the azure main, was hired and prepared for 
the voyage. It was one of the common river craft, open frouk 
stem to stem. A shed covered with matting was erected aft to 
protect us from the unwholesome night air, and a sort of bean- 
pole mast, and some pieces of canvas, were prepared to take 
advantage of whatever wind might favour. The owner of the 
boat was to act as captain, furnish ten stout oarsmen, and 
Laronne was to provide all that was necessary, not forgetting^ 
the samovar^ wherewith we could enjoy the true flavour of 
the bohea. 

"When all was ready, we embarked, and commenced the 
journey down the Volga the largest European river, which from 
£be Valdai bilk to the Caspian Sea, "^xawsL^^ i.<ysv53RR.^^^sasjRfti 
than two thousand miles. It is t\ie peaX. \»c^ '^"cl ^^ ^«sa. ^ 
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pipe ; looking oat upon the unyarying scene, upon the sluggish 
waters and the sterile shore ; and thinking at one time of our 
joomej on the Nile, and at another of our home upon the 
Hadflcm. We passed many clumsy, rudely^carved, and curiously 
painCed craft, something like the Ohinese junks, with galley- 
lAttped poops, and masts coloured precisely after the fashion of 
a harher's pole, and staffs hedecked with streamers. Very little 
iron is employed in the construction of these boats, the thick 
planks being fastened with wooden pins. Each one had an 
image of St. Nicholas conspicuously fixed to some part of its 
huge and unwieldy stem. Women, with ropes about the neck 
and shoulders, walked along the bank, hauling boats against 
the current, while the men, their husbands, sleeping or singing, 
remained on board. Happier far the wives and concubines 
in4io lire imd love beneath the laws and legends of the 
Mussulmen ! 

On the morning of the fourth day of our voyage, a bit of 
canvas, fastened to what was called the mast, caught a fair 
breeze and we hastened onward. A broad bend in the river 
opened fields and meadows to view extending about the base of 
the elevation, upon which were seen conspicuously the domes 
and minarets of the Tartar capital. We reached the harbour, 
climbed the bank, obtained droskeys and started for the city. 
The road, traversing a flat, (covered with water in the spring- 
time) was now parched in the summer sun. A drive for a mile 
in clouds of dust, through which appeared the broad-brimmed 
white hats of Tartar teamsters, took us to the gates of Kazan. 
We lingered liere to receive our passports, and make inquiries 
Tespecting the hotels. Hotels had not yet been established in 
this quarter of the world, and an dfiicer on duty directed us to a 
earavansari. Our Russian companion had heard in Moscow of 
the Club-house of the nobles of Kazan, and thouglit we might 
find accommodation there. Thither we repaired, passing on 
the way over smooth wooden pavements, and through handsome 
Streets lined with palaces, churches, convents, and fine dwellings. 

The Club-house was a large wooden building, with piazzas 
extending around a court-yard, "wViidii ^«» ^oteJt^^ ^swssl *^s» 
atreee. The keeper, an old and T©«p««:^a^^^^sas3>E^^ ^'craKSk^ 
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made his appearance, and in answer to our request for bed uiil 
bnard, stated that he was not authorized to entertain strangen, 
although he had plenty of room to do bo, as most of the mem- 
hers of the elub were out oi'town. The Russiau then aimoimced 
his name and title, which seemed to satisfy the old man, for he 
immediately invited us to enter, and assigned U3 rooms ia tlie 
almost deserted mansion. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

Khins of the Golden 
ligion, 

TiiE successors of Ghengis, after overrunning the whole d 
northern Enroiie, returned to the banks of the Volga, aod 
established at Kazan the seat of the empire of the Khans of the 
Kaptschak, called, from the gorgeous splendour of the tents, the 
Khitn of the Qoldea Horde. 

The Kflptschak formed one of the great diviaions of the 
jMongol tribes, and for two hundred years mmniained its impor- 
tance, from immense tributes and revenues received from Russian 
princes, and the conquered provinces of the West. In the 
fourteenth century, Tamerlane, the scourge of God, extending 
.his conquests from the capital of Hindostan to the countries 
npon the Baltic, almost annihilated the power of the Golden 
Horde ; and in less than a hundred years thereafter, the Rus- 
sians refused their tribute, and Ivan the Great triumphed in 
turn, and took possession of the Kaptschak. But the Tartars of 
Kazan were unsubdued, and as late as 1552. they rebelled and 
took up arms against the Russians. Again they were reduced 
hy Ivan the Terrible, their mosques turned into Christian tem- 
ples, the Khan and the principal men forcibly baptized, and the 
Russian dominion firmly and for ever established upon the lower 
Volga. Nothing remamed to attest the magnificence of the 
fierce chieflaina of the Golden Horde. A beautiful city arose 
where Baty bad pitched his tents of silk and gold, and a queer 
md <ffuiat old Kremlin, yet standing, ia the only memento of 
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the empire of the Kaptschak. The modem city is Russian in 
character and appearance, and the third in the Empire in size 
and population. It is the dep6t of the Chinese and Siberian 
trade, and is celebrated for its manufactures of soap and leather 
It contains about fifty thousand inhabitants, one-fourth of whom 
are Tartars, living in a separate quarter of the town. 

The neat and comfortable-looking dwellings of the Tartars, 
contrast strangely with the towering edifices of the Russians. 
They are two stories high, the upper one only having windows 
upon the street, and these so high above the pavement, as to 
defy the tiptoe efforts of the curious. There is neither porch 
nor portico in front ; the entrance to the premises being through 
a gate, leading into gardens with which each house is surrounded. 
These gardens are inclosed by high fences, over which the linden 
and mountain-ash intermingle their branches and thick foliage, as 
if anxious to provide still more against impertinent intrusion 
upon the terrestrial paradise of the Tartar. We looked in vain 
upon the trelUsed windows, and through the garden gates, for a 
peep at the damsels, who live like sultanas in seclusion. We saw 
them not, and because we did not see them, we fancied they were 
beauties. The men are a handsome, athletic race, with fine eyes 
and faces indicating intelligence and great good-humour. Upon 
their closely-shaven heads, they wear the turban, or a skull-cap, 
worked with threads of gold and silver. Loose trousers, shirt, 
and vest of embroidered silk, are covered with a dark flowing 
robe, bound about the waist with a shawl. Yellow boots 
of soft leather like morocco, without heels or soles, are worn in 
the streets with shoes or slippers. They are among the most 
industrious subjects of the Czar, and in manners, as in appear- 
ance, immeasurably superior to the common Russians. They 
have also the reputation of excelling their conquerors in gene- 
rosity, integrity, and intelligence; which may easily be, since 
these are virtues which cannot possibly exist among a people so 
completely reduced to slavery as are the Russians. The Tartars, 
Malo Russians, and the Poles, and every conquered tribe within 
the bounds of this great Empire, who have as yet retained their 
personal freedom, or having lost it, do yet bear it in remem- 
brance, so far as the natural instincts of honor and morality are 



Twtan of K«an we of tke Tbvfcirii bnaA ti the Mmplh 
fitmilT, aiul ip«ak the INnkiah In^a^ iMndlaH it lawihMi 
Cotintatittnople. NotwidBtaBdiig thecfliBttaf ik RoHHUb 
thnr Rrinveraioo, ther ir ^enenDr itadfcit n tlteir drffltiaa tt 
the <l(K-triaes of ihe Koran, mmI carefaUy edocmte tiicir diildRB 
in iu prc-Mptf. PtAjpanf m not aakirAiL, but tstt few ah 
inoTT thnn one wife. Tbcr aic ibor htlnant. chjuiuble, md 
hospitable ih&n their ndghhon of the Gnek foitii. A CliriMki 
■trangFT, whose respectobtlitj entitles him t» attnuton, will be 
invit«il tn enter the house of the Tartar. He will aee the mSt, 
err the wives, as it mRv be. The picture of domestic hap^noen 
will perhaps surprise him. He may hxrt: heard in childluwd, 
the drr'atlful story of old Blue Beard, or of gcane eroel hiubaod 
eallt^d n Turk, or he may liare ktowti up to manhood, with ideal 
of tlic fluprrior social and moral exceneuciea of Ibe Eoropeam. 
With all this, and pRrticnlarly after what be has Been in 
Enropenn and Christian Russia, duriog his jonmf^ from the 
Baltic ti) the conflnea of Asia, he will be able to rcctity hia 
prejudice* md rweiva better impreBsions of Oriental life, by 
wltnesiiuF; tlio nntiirn! tone of refinement, temperance and 
elmttity tlinl prprnil in the patriarchal housebolda of the semi- 
AaialiF population of Kazan. 

Thii line city is the resort of the gentry of the eastern 
provinrrs of niinaia during the winter time ; but when the d(^- 
it&r rages, it is deserted by nil the fashionable class, and is as doll 
and nn rlusty as cajiitala generally at this season. Two of those to 
whom wo were especinlly rfcommeoded for attention and advic^ 
lind fnrtitiintely remained in town. These were Gennan^ 
bmlliiTs. iinclielors and bankers. Their habitation was the 
(■"lu-enlnition of nil those comforts and contrivances which so 
csiili n lifi- of Niiii^te blessedness. The upper rooms were used as 
winlr'v-ipiHHiTH, and a capacions basement, with cool wine-vaults 
(idioiniiif-, nerved a,i a retreat during tlie warm dnys of the 
mnifiiill. 

Never was a siihtcrranenn chamber more ^;reeable. Iti 
irnitiire, thonjch simple, was elegant, and its temperature 
?lightfnl. llic repasts of the brothera were suchas bachdon 
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md bankem can. afibrd. During the sultiy hours of noon, the 
dmns- ivere occupied by redining guest», who smoked the 
imgnHit weed from the plains of Shiraz, and hstened to the 
gnitar, the piano, and the songs of the Fatheriand. Several rich 
Tartan^ and a learned Persian, a professor in the University, 
Omarsing by name, frequented this abode. Omarsing was well 
versed in the Oriental languages, and was perfectly familiar with 
hodi ^ae Roasian and the English. Through his interpretation, 
were enahled to hold converse with the Tartars. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 



The Great Fire— Processioii of the Host — The Princesses— Escape from the 
Flames— The Deserted Caravansari— The Scotchman— Fire in the Tartar 

Qtuffter— Tartar Women — Retreat from Eazan^Disaster on the Road 

BaBnan Peasant— Sudden ColA. 

We had vi&ted the mosques and witnessed the devotions of 
tiie Mussulmen, — we had been with the German brothers to the 
public gardena in the environs, — ^we had seen the pyramid which 
stands upon the battle>ground near the town, where the Tartars 
were defeated with prodigious slaughter in 1552; with the keeper 
of this monument, an old Russian soldier, who had entered Paris 
with the allies in 1814, we had descended into the vaults 
beneath, filled with the skulls of those who fell fighting against 
the infidels, and who on this account are supposed by the 
Russians to have gained the fields of Paradise ;— we had, more- 
over, been asked to visit the house of a Tartar of distinction, — 
and the city had been thrown into excitement by the arrival of 
the minister of the domains. The governor had issued cards of 
invitation to an entertainment in honor of this distinguished 
personage, when an event of a most serious character, terminated 
at once our anticipations of further pleasure. 

On the morning of the 17th of September, a fire broke out in 
the vicinity of our lodging. Curiosity induced us to repair to 
the scene of the disaster. It was evident from the mismanage- 
ment of the people, as well as from the extreme drouight which 
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prevailed, that some time would elapse before it could be sub- 
dued. We drove back to the Club-house, with the expectation 
of obtaining a better view of the conflagration ^om the bel- 
videre. We found this noble building already in flames. It was 
with great difficulty that we saved a few articles of clothing. 
The flames were now spreading with fearM rapidity. The 
glowing embers concealed in clouds of smoke, and carried by the 
wind into different quarters of the city, fell upon the dry roofs, 
which, crisping and crackling with the touch of fire, were 
wrapped almost instantly in its embraces. The efiFbrts of the 
pohce, (whose powerless engines and leaking hose were supplied 
with water brought from a distance,) were wholly inefficient — 
their exertions, badly directed, began to fail. The governor, 
attended as usual with a numerous and brilliant staff, arrived 
with a reinforcement of firemen ; but he effected nothing, and 
the increase of numbers only increased the general concision. 

The large observatory of the University, many of the churches 
and palaces, the governor's residence and the governor's dinner, 
were all destroyed. Despair was pictured upon every face. 
Men, women, and children, crying and complaining, hastened to 
leave the town with what Uttle they could save. Strong detach- 
ments of soldiers conveyed the private papers and the property 
of the governor to the stone buildings of the Kremlin, and those 
whose houses had as yet escaped, held aloft before their portals 
the image of the Virgin, in expectation of the divine interces- 
sion. The Host, before which the multitude fell prostrate, was 
carried about by priests in sacred robes, chanting sacred song. 
At an early hour, we hastened with a carriage to the assistance 

of the family of Prince D . His palace was in a blaze, and 

very few articles of furniture or clothing were saved. The young 
ladies — the princesses — had left their beds to escape to the 
street. The governess, a Frenchwoman, who had probably been 
an actress, seized the occasion to play a conspicuous part. She 
gesticulated, exclaimed, and tossed her dishevelled hair. Dido 
on the funeral pyre, was not half so vehement; at last she 
fainted in the arms of Matskoi, and was taken to the carriage. 
The beautiful princesses, who were quite as composed as ladies 
could be under the circumstances, were also placed in the vehicle. 
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and under the conduct of Laronne, and a strong escort of do- 
mestics, departed for a mansion in the neighbourhood. 

When night set in, and a cold bitter night it was, (the first 
cold night of autumn ;) the fire still raged with unabated fury. 
The city seemed deserted. Silence was only broken by the roar 
of the furious element and the sound of falling timber. We 
had wandered about the whole day, mournful spectators of a 
calamity we could neither avert nor diminish by our efforts or 
advice. Tired, alone, and the unwilling witnesses of the pro- 
gress of destruction, we turned away to seek shelter and safety 
for the night. Laronne had been directed to join us at a cara- 
vansarai upon the outskirts of the town, and thither we now 
proposed to direct our steps ; but the way was not easily found, 
and the pavements, blazing on every side, arrested our retreat. 
With incredible difficulty we passed the fiery barrier and reached 
the E^emtin. Here the Russian regiments were stationed, and 
from the vigilance which was manifested, it is probable that 
some apprehension of a popular outbreak was anticipated. A 
number of suspicious characters had already been arrested. Our 
Russian friend having ascertained from the soldiers the way, we 
walked to the caravansarai. The fire had not reached this neigh- 
bourhood, but the inhabitants had nevertheless removed with all 
their effects to the open fields outside the town. It was mid- 
night when we entered the spacious tavern, deserted by all 
except ourselves and the servant who met us there according to 
appointment, after his return from the country mansion, where 
he had left the family of the prince. Towards morning the fire 
approached our quarters, and drove us again into the street. 
We now thought of leaving the town, but by the advice of 
Matskoi, it was determined to avoid the observation of the 
excited multitude, who, seeing that we were foreigners, might 
possibly be disposed to look upon ns as so many heathen devils 
sent to bum down their city. So we retreated towards the 
Kremlin. Soon afterwards the wind changed, and again we 
sought the caravansarai. 

At daylight the proprietors of this establishment returned to 
town, and through them we obtained some refreshment. It was 
now unanimously resolved by out patty to \.'!!^^wfc VcKa\R,^iNaiJi. 
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Meanwhile the conflagration continued with nnahated vio- 
lence. The fire, carried by the wind, had now ignited the 
buildings in the Tartar quarter, but the extensive gardens with 
which they were surrounded, protected many of them from 
contagion. The smoke, however, was dense enough to frighten 
from their retreats, a number of the women. Their dark brown 
oomplezions, large lustrous eyes, and jet black hair, falling 
in long thick tresses upon the naked shoulders, and the peculiar 
dress which half concealed and half disclosed some other beail- 
lies, were exceedingly interesting. Shawls, hoods, and cloaks 
had been neglected or forgotten in the confusion, and never 
jbefore had these dusky damsels appeared in such a plight in 
public. Some of them retained their veils, and some escaped 
the mtrveilloMce of their lords, more perhaps for seeing and 
being seen, than from the fear of danger. We noticed one whose 
utmost care was manifested for the preservation of a night- 
ingale. Her head and bosom were dressed with jewellery, a loose 
ckemiae de femme of Persian silk, deeply embroidered with 
silver thread-work, covered her graceful person, and a foot of 
exquisite proportion, was encased in a bespangled slipper, which 
would have proved a teazer even to Cinderella. She guarded her 
little cage with much anxiety, and addressed words of comfort 
and good cheer to the frightened songster. 

The Tartars manfully attempted to save their dwellings, 
and in many instances their efforts were successful. Before 
one of the houses then on flre, walked the master and his 
wife, a young and noble couple. Their hands were clasped 
together, and they paced slowly to and fro, serene and calm, 
as if they had done all that could be done by mortals, and as 
if love and life yet unconsumed, were worth more to them 
than all the world beside. The personal beauty of the Tar- 
tars appeared to us remarkable. Few if any of the women 
were wanting in the most attractive outlines of form or feature. 
Never had Christian men so good a chance to catch a Tartar ; 
but we had no time to linger or to love, and hastened to find 
the governor and take our leave. His excellency was making a 
final effort to extinguish the fire. He lamented the diaa&trQu& 
Uarmmation of our visit ; had already &eeiv ^t\v^\, vsA ^^>x 

o 1 
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orders for whateTcr v/e required, and wished ns a pleuaiil 
journey. 

We relumed to the caraTansarfti. There we found the Germiin 
brothers, the Princess D., Mr. &nd Mrs. Omarsiog, and old Mf. 
Broce, assembled to see us off. There also we fonnd the kwpw 
of the Club-house nwaiting our return. He bad been ruifled bt 
the fire which destroyed the city in ISI.i, and now in his nlil 
age he was again reduced to poferly. He thanked ns ' " 
tears for the small sum we sent bim ; his servants, to ejpre» 
their acknowledgments for a trifling gratuity, prostrated tbeni- 
selves, and after the manner of tlie East, called down blesainga 
upon our heads, by knocking their own upon the floor. The 
talegaa and post-horses being ready, we Bud adieu to our in- 
tressed and houseless friends. 

Etening was approaching as we passed the barrier into the 
open fields, where thousands of the population had assembled 
and deposited great quantities of furniture and provision. A 
night dark as Erebus, followed the last gleam of day, tsi. 
a lurid glare from the yet burning city was all that appeared 
upon the black curtnin enshrouding the heaven and tk 
eartii. A mournful mIuJ auug requiems > the culd iocreaKd, 
and the r^n pattered upon the top of the talega. We 
drew up the leather apron, and sought repose, until aronsed 
by a sudden toss of the vehicle, and the outcry of the 
attendants, we sprang from the nearly overturned carriage. 
We had lost the road, and were very near going oyer one of Uie 
deep ravines common to this open and naked country. It WM 
entirely owing to the sagacity and keen sight of the horses, thst 
such a catastrophe was prevented. The three individuab who 
occupied the bos, viz., the carrier, the guard, and the driver, 
were blind with drink, and insisted upon urging the horses to 
pass into the abyss. We were obliged to resort to force, and 
afler a short struggle in the mud, and a few blows passed at 
random in the dark, we obtained possessiou of, and broke the 
bottle contwning the vodkee, and reasserted our authority. 
.- The-carriage was turned about, and slowly we went along, we 
\ jyA whither. A light was at last discovered upon the 
if for it, and entered the lo^-hut of a Russian 
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peasant. It contained one room only, and this as usual was filled 
to suffocation with heat and vile effluvia. Upon the floor lay the 
fiither, mother and a new-bom infant. The lamp before the 
image of the Virgin was burning in consequence of the nativity 
of this latter, and diffused that light which had attracted us to 
the cottage. The walls and ceiling were literally alive with bugs 
and animalculfle. It was a living collection of the various 
varieties of the vermin of the country. Thousands of the large 
blacky hideous-looking insects, called Tarracans, which are 
regutded wi& religious veneration and never disturbed by the 
Russian peasantry, were creepmg about in every direction. We 
soon felt them within our clothing, and shuddering with apprCf- 
hension, we diook them off and took refuge in the carriage for 
the remainder of the night. 

The storm was succeeded with intense cold, and ice nearly 
half an indi in thickness formed before the morning. At early 
dawn the servants made their appearance. The courier and the 
guard attributed all the delay and difficulty to the poor 
Yemshick, who, fearing a report to the police, fell down upon 
hb knees, and kissed our feet and begged to be forgiven. The 
peasant pointed out the high road, and we started again upon 
the journey* 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 



Post Hovses — ^Yemshicks— -A Detention — A Minister of State-— Tchuwashei 

—Interior of a Tchuwash Cabin — Russian Tyranny— Its Bffects-^EieiKs — 

;jBK::;MfrfBl'im(iession8. ' . ; ' ' ' \ '^ ' i 

■■-.•■-r.-f.'-ts -•/ ( • »<• » » ■,* '••* »•'•" I 

• The post-hou^s .m theinteridr . of R«ssia»A/ haver nothing} Uf^ 
^iftringnifth them from the ordinaiy lo^-hbuibs^ of Sthicpeasanlaryi 
They furnish little or no accommodation or refreshtnent.'" ,Thi 
trayeller generally carries in his carriage a basket, replenished 
with provision in the larger towns. The postmaster procures 
horses; but to avoid delay, it is necessary to excite him to 
aotivity, by giving him a rouble. 

The peasant who owns one or micnc^ oi l\i^ Vi^<^% ^ta^^a^ 
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them to the next station. He is called a Yemshick, is exempuJ 
from the poU-tas, and cannot be taken for the army. He ii 
dressed in the ordinary Russian garb — a sheepskin, uith tht 
addition of a turkey feather in hia felt hat, and a little bell 
hanging at his girdle. The latter is fastened to the collar of 
the horse, when he Is about to etart. Sometimes as niMiy » 
tventj of these Yemahieks assembled about the post-houBe. thM 
arrival of a carriage is the signal for a dispute among them, 11 
to whose turn it vias to furnish horses ; for the rate of postiif i> 
BO trifling, that they are quite willing to avoid employment 
After mnch loud talking and fierce gesticulation, and all the 
indications of a knock down, without a blow being atrnek {{at 
the Russians uerer fight) the postmaster decides ihe matter, uii 
Sve or six horses, looking as if they had been blasted by 
lightning, are led out and fastened to the vehicle. The 
pemshick takes his reins of rope, jerks and scolds the miserable 
uumals, and, after several efforts, they are started and off upon 
ihe road. For a gift of na tsckai, or tea-money, Ihe Yemshick 
will work his horses into a gallop, and pass with great eelentj 
to the next station. Twenty versts, about fifteen miles, is flie 
average length of the stages, and we frequently went this distance 
at the rate of ten miles an hour. The poor beasts, bo Isnk and 
lean, have more endurance than any post-horses we erer saw. 
Keeping his little whip suspended orer the hind quarters of liis 
Rosinantes, the Yemshick constantly informs them, that if they 
hasten on, the mighty lord they are conveying would reward 
them with a good drink at the next station. 

Upon one occasion we were detained nearly half a day at a 
post-house, in consequence of the want of horses. All these bad 
been detained for the carriages of one of the Imperial miniaten 
and suite, who were expected every hour. The pubhc Arniy 
tionaries of the vicinity had assembled in fiiO dress to Teceire 
him, and accelerate his progress. After we had awaited a long 
while, the speedy arrival of the minister was annoimced by the 
clouds of dust seen upon the highway. The soldiers in their 
best attire were stationed before the post-house, and the officers 
with some trepidation repaired to their proper places. The 
biitschka of the minister came in at full speed, thn hotaea were 
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ttlkum. out, and a fresh relay instantly attached. He did not 
descend, but summoned a venerable, white-haired general to his 
e«rriage« and discharged upon him a torrent of invective and 
abuse, because of the badness of the roads. The general had no 
time to reply, for the minister suddenly cried out, "pouscha" 
** go on," and in a few minutes he was out of sight. Other 
carriages came in one after the other, and left immediately to 
pursue the chief. After we obtained horses and resumed the 
journey* we met a Yemshick in charge of the police. Two 
of the six horses attached to the carriage of the aide-de-camp of 
the minister had fallen from exhaustion, and because of this» 
the Y^nshick was taken and ordered to be flogged. The visit 
of a minister to the interior is even more redoubtable than that 
of his Mi^esty. He takes possession of the best houses in 
town and country without invitation, and his aids and doctors, 
cooks and secretaries, help themselves to the best the land 
affords. The officers' wives faint with terror when they hear 
of his approach, and the officers themselves quake with fear 
when in his presence. 

The day aifter leaving Kazan, we passed through the country 
of the Tchuwashes, a powerful tribe in the sixteenth century, 
and with whose assistance the Russians were enabled to conquer 
and dispossess the Tartars. This singular race have none of 
the characteristics of the Sclavonic, Finnic, or Turkish tribes. 
Their origin is unknown, although their dialect and strongly- 
marked features are supposed by some to indicate a derivation 
from the Hunnic nations, who at an early period migrated to 
the Volga. They retain many of their Pagan superstitions, 
mingled with many Mahometan and Christian ceremonies. The 
Russians formerly employed a most summary mode of converting 
the people they subjugated, to the Greek faith. The villages of 
the heathen and heretics were surrounded with bands of Cos- 
sadcs, and all the inhabitants, driven like sheep into the neigh- 
bouring stream of water, were baptized and Christianized by 
force. At the present time, there is a seminary at ELazan, where 
the young Tchuwashes, Tartars, Kalmucks, and others, are 
instructed and prepared for missionary labour ; but Uttle pro- 
gress, however^ has resulted from any oi Wit^ ^^\^.^« ^^^sss:^ 
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of the Tchuwashes retain their idols, to whom they sacriGce 
the Coot of the sacred oaks, and in the coafnsion of tlit 
ohserrancea, and the singularily of their traditions, it hi 
been Burmised that they arc a part of the long lost tribes o 
Israel. 

They hsTe gaered days, when they wilt do bo work. They 
believe it a eriiiie, which would draw down the Tengcance of 
heaTen. if they commence before the twentieth day of Jnlj to 
prepare for harvest. In conHequcUce of this singular superslitioD, 
their grain is not harvested until the autumnal winds and r«in» 
have destroyed nearly one-half the crops. The fertility of theii 
country is such, however, that they reap much more than tb^ 
can consume, and this superabundauee is buried ia the cirth, 
and becomes a heritage. pasBUig IVoin father to son, mitil a bad 
season compels them to have recourse to the hidden granaij. 
They conceal in the satne way all their money and valuables of 
every kuid. This excessive frugality does not result frnn avarice, 
for they are benevolent and hospitable, but from their fears of 
being plundered by the Russians. The Tchnwash never attacks 
hia enemy openly. He carefully avoids danger, is apparcntlj 
inoffensive, and att'-.chcs little value to existence. Ue dreads 
opprtasiou more than death. To fix opprobrium on the neigh- 
bour by whom he has been msulteil, he will kill himself in Ms 
house ; and to punish his Russian adversary, he will hang himself 
before his door. We lingered awhile in a hamlet of the Tohur 
washes to obtain refreshment. A copper-colored man, whose 
head whs shaved, and who wore a sheepskin, led us throt^ a 
low doorway into his hovel. A fire btuned npon the earthen 
floor, and the smoke escaped through an aperture in the roof. 
An old woman, much Ulie an Indian squaw in dress and ^pear- 
ance, boiled some eggs and ])repared some porridge, whi^ we 
ate with the wooden spoons she furnished. No one but this 
shrivelled dame and her husband appeared wittun the hovel, but 
the rustling noise and tinkling sounds outside, convinced us that 
others were near at hand. Turning the comer of the house, we 
discovered a troop of girls. They bounded off like young deer 
M we approached them. A short loose gown, and in some 
UBtancea the full Turkish pantaloon, was the onlj oov«ing of 
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these wild nymphs. To the end of a long tail of plaited hair, 
fidling npon the hack, ytm attached several little hells, Tirhich 
rung with eyery moTcment of the hody. Strings of small silver 
coin hmig over and ahout the forehead, and bracelets of colored 
glass were fixed upon the naked arms. 

The Tchuwash girls were formerly sold by their parents into 
sendtude. This is now prohibited by law, but so unimportant 
are the Russian laws, that we could have selected at pleasure, 
and bought for the veriest trifle, the best specimens of these 
yoathAil savages. The Tchuwashes, the Tcheremisses, and the 
rencmants of other tribes of lineage and language vastly different, 
who inhabit this part of the empire, will soon have disappeared 
and left us no record of their existence. They are reduced to 
extreme misery through the exactions of the officers of the 
GrOYemment. During the winter previous to our visit, the 
outrageous conduct of the tax-gatherers forced the Tchuwashes 
into rebeUion. Many of them were killed in open resistance to 
the authorities, and the few who remain are dwindling away with 
the fearful rapidity which has marked the extinction of whole 
tribes of the American aborigines. 

It is almost impossible for any people to exist in contact with 
the Russians. However oppressive the conduct and character 
of despotism may be to Russians, it is among the subjugated 
tribes that this oppression is exercised without mercy and without 
appeal. There is no limit or control to the severity of the 
Government, and no check to the brutahty and cruelty of its 
officers. The sufferings of the vanquished can only terminate 
with their extermination or their expulsion from the Empire. 
In 1770, half a miUion of Kalmuck Tartars, among the best of 
the Asiatic population of Russia, fled from the lower Volga to 
escape the tyranny of the Russians. They went away so cau- 
tiously, that their march could not be intercepted by the Imperial 
cohorts, and after fighting through the Kirghises of southern 
Siberia, they passed the great deserts of Tartary and reached 
the ancient Mongolia. Here they were protected by the armies 
of the Celestial Emperor, who disregarded the threats of 
Catherine, and restored them to the habitations of their fathers. 

The Coissacks, the Tartars, «ad \i\aa<^ic:iv>Si ^^Sc^k:^ ^^kks^^ 
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ubjected to tiie Russian yoke, are rapidly diminishing in mim- 
ten, or are being fast amalgamated with the Kussian ram. Is a 
ew mure years the Tchuwash will have entirely disoppeared. 
■•etty insurrcctiona among all these tribes, as well as among the 
tussinn ptasaiitry, are much more frequent than would be 
lupposed. Irritated by the cruelty of their task-masters, and 
luafale to resist the desire for Tengeanee, they frequently bum 
he villages, destroy the crops, and riot heedless of the 
nnscqucnces until the arrival of the soldier)-. The fire in Kaiau 
•toa attributed to the dissatisfaction of the people. Esilc and 
he knout are inflicted without mercy upon all who are suspected 
if any participation in these outbreaks. The knout is applied 
rith greater or leas sererity, according to the nature and degree 
if the offence. The skilful operator will merely cut into the 
nuscles of the back, or tear out the intestines so as to produce 
JmOBt instant death. Although capital punishment wsa abo- 
iahed in Russia, and a great parade made thereupon, yet every 
distinguished eriminal in Russia is sentenced to die by the lash, 
the most dreadful and disgraceful of punishments. 

A number of prisoners passed by while we remained in the 
little hamlet. Ninety-six men and women, chained in couples, 
clothed in coarse gray coats, some with and some without shoes, 
and with heavy weights fastened to their limbs, inarched pain- 
fully and slowly along, guarded by a few soldiers. Three kibitkas, 
contEuning several women and children and a dying man, followed 
after ; the whole procession closed with a troop of noisy Cos- 
sacks, with their long pikes resting on the right stirrup, guns 
slung upon the back, and heavy whips hanging from the left 
wrist. The peasantry threw the prisoners pieces of copper c<rin. 
The common people evince their commiseration for the exile or 
the subject of the knout, by giving them the means of purchasing 
gentle treatment. There were several among the prisoners in 
whose appearance we discovered something that assured us of 
their decided superiority to the wretches with whom they were 
associated. One of these, a tall and commanding figure, and a 
noble but emaciated countenance, gazed earnestly as if he would 
have BMd, " Oh ! that I might tell you the secret of my being 
here." Another, who looked tX us im'^Vonii^'j, «n& «ia)&. \iil 
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French, " Do you go to Moscow V was strack in the face by a 
soldier, and ordered to be quiet. My God I was there no rescue, 
no help, no hope at hand I Excited almost beyond control for 
those exiles in whose expression innocence was written, we 
watched the miserable band upon its dreary journey, until the 
rattling of their irons no longer grated upon the heart. 

The exiles, upon their arrival in Siberia, practise the trade 
they understand. The nobles and those who have learned no 
trade, are obliged to work in the mines. There are many people 
now in Siberia who have never ascertained for what cause they 
had been sent there. M. Michelovsky, an advocate of Warsaw, 
was involved in the Polish insurrection, and an order was given 
for his arrest and exile. The police, however, seized by mistake 
another Michelovsky, a notary of Wilna, who was expedited to 
Siberia, and notwithstanding his protestations, obliged to remain 
there until the error was rectified, a process of two years. The 
Emperor Paul commanded an offender to be taken and punished, 
but his minister not being able to find the individual, seized in 
his stead a poor German, who had recently arrived, tore out his 
nostrils, sent him to Siberia, and reported to Paul that his orders 
had been obeyed. The German remained in exile until the 
accession of Alexander, who brought him back to St. Petersburg 
and gave him the sole right of importing lemons. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 



Use of the Whip — Arrival at liscover— Boulderoff's Inn — Midnight Visitors 
—The Master of Police— The Kentuckian — The Special Passport — Russian 
Police— Its Evils and Corruptions— Return to Nischnei— News of the Fire 
-^Return to Moscow — The English Chapel — Return to St. Petersburg. 

Mournfully we resumed our journey and pressed onward, 
our Russian Mend exhibiting a savage sensibility, excited doubt- 
less, by the recent scene. Sitting beside us in the talega, he 
reached forward and struck the Yemshick repeatedly and severely 
upon the head with his cane, and only desisted after many 
temonstnmces. The Yemshick B«iA not, «i. ^ot^ Xsss^ \fiSas&j^ 
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rtiel blows in turn ii{ion the horses, who ran at full speed all 
lie wnv to the nest statiou. Matskoi would scarcely beUere 
It, wbpji wi> Itild him that in our countrv the coachman would 
lave Tvtunieil blow for blon', mid probably hare giren him a 
nuuil drabbing into the bargain. Nor could he credit that 
>e had laws fur protecting even horses from unnecesgArr eruellf . 
' The first slnp that I received in my face when in Germany, in 
*tum for a blow with my horsewhip, was my first leesoa in 
ibeity." wiiil a Russian priuce, and all KusBians admit that a 
csideuce nbniad gives them the first idea they ever had of 
luman dignity. In Uusi>ia the master begins the day by striking 
did abusing his valet. The valet turns upon his inferiors, these 
«tnrt upon the rommon mi^ick, and the mugick upon hii 
rife or horses. 

In the evening we crossed the Volga, and late at night entered 
I small town upon its banks, called Liscover. Worn down with 
atigne and privation, we could no longer resist the desire lo 
I'emain and rest for a few hours. Matskoi, however, was deter- 
mined to proceed, as be was desirous to be the first to t&ke 
thenewaofthc firetoNischnei. He left us to find the police 
master of Liscover, and obtain a podaroshna, or order for poet 
horses, while we repmrcd to the inn of BoulderofF. Mr. Boulde- 
roff seemed a pleasant, portly Boniface, his inn a little paradise, 
the supper and attendance " not so bad," and even the horse- 
hair sofas appeared to the weary travellers like so many beds of 
down. When the pipes were finished the servants were dis- 
missed, and we sought that repose which after so much fatigue 
we supposed was ours ; but in a little while an alarming uproar 
in the street beneath our lodging, disturbed the quiet, 884 
aroused us from the wished-for slumber. At first we thought Hie 
house was on fire, and prepared to hasten out, when Laronne 
entered with fear and trembling, to inform na that the police 
had come to take us prisoners. Scarcely had he said so before 
a number of men, accompanied by Boulderoff and his servants, 
holding lights, entered the apartment. " What in the name of 
wonder does all this mean V said the Kentuckian. 

Laronne, overwhelmed with visions of Siberia, gave no reply. 
The poUcemeu and their assistants gazed silently upon (Jieir 
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victims, until the leader, who was the chief magistrate of 
Liscover adyanced, and walking quickly up and down the room^ 
commenced a violent harangue, eridently intended for our 
especial benefit. But it was in Russian, and not a word did 
we comprehend. Still the master of police continued to walk 
and talk, and still we lay upon our sofas without attempting 
a reply. At last the Kentuckian cried out impatiently, " What 
does tiiis fellow mean?" Before he could answer the courier 
was carried off, and the police-master then wheeled right about 
and addressed himself directly and impertinently to our western 
Mend. He was a large muscular man, and evidently a little 
intoxicated. As he approached the sofa with ferocious gestures 
and loud expressions of anger, the comcracker jumped up and 
threw himself into an attitude of defiance and defence. The 
Russian screaming with rage, dashed upon the gallant Western, 
who with a single blow sent him reeling upon the floor. In 
an instant we were all upon our feet, and with a pistol in either 
hand« awaited the onset of the howling crew collected about the 
door. The stout magistrate had never perhaps experienced a 
defeat. It was some time before he recovered from his astonish- 
ment. His mouth and nose were bleeding freely. He rose 
completely conquered, and joined the crowd of his dependents. 
Several soldiers with muskets and bayonets now appeared, and 
we were summoned to surrender. Matters grew serious : we 
determined to hold a parley, and as an overture, presented a 
special passport. 

The magistrate looked upon this document with amazement 
and confusion. His tone and manner changed in an instant. 
-Whining out excuses, and bowing to the ground, he sneaked 
down the stairs and reappeared soon after with Matskoi and the 
frightened courier. The former explained the origin of the 
difficulty. When he left us he went to the house of the master 
of police to obtain the padaroshna. He foimd the master carous- 
ing with his friends. He was asked for his passport. He 
produced it, and for the first time discovered that it had not 
been vise at Kazan. He tried to explain this to the master, by 
stating that the latter city was nearly destroyed by fire, and was 
still burning when he . left, and that duxviv^ XJaa <isso&x\^^\s. "^ 
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pnvaili-d tlirre he had not obtuned the vi*^, but had tnreUed 
MiiiliT the jirotPCtion of some friends nho had gone to the imi 
ami iiitciiilcd to mnain there during the night. The police- 
iHAstcT linil not heard of the fire, lUsbeliered the whole Btoiy, 
U'ut Mat.tkoi to ]irison, and repaired to the inn for the parpose 
of (U-taiuin)! the rest of the partr, either because he resllf 
belicred there was something wrong, or else with the Tiew of 
exturtini; money. But when he found that we travelled under 
the seal and sign manual of the mighty Minister of Foreign 
Alfairs, this petty tyrant saw that his outrageous conduct might 
he niti-nded with unpleasant consequcncea. He be^ed to be 
exeused, hoped he might be useful, prepared a pass and;ia^ 
ro*htta for .Matskoi, promised to send us the best horses in the 
distrirt for our jonmej- on the morrow, and even assured us that 
he had Ih-ch in America, and loved the Americans with fratenul 
hive, li|i()n inipijring as to what part of America he hod visited, 
we learned that it was Russian America, somewhere near the 
Nurth I'ole. Matskoi who was delighted with the casttgation 
iiillii-tcil n|K)n this Russian Dogbern-, immediately started off in 
II kiliitka, luid once more wc re])osed in quiet on the sofas. 
'I'lii- Hu-^-iaii |m!i('e i^ imi- of tlie most dreadful iusiitutioiis 

.!.>s|i,.,iitr clmrm-fcr, who wiclil an almost irresistible nnJ 
irrc^]inii-:il.l,> jicuviT. it is an iustnmient of evil rather than of 
p""l, ll |uTsiriLles the imioceiit and protects the guilty— 
il ^lilies fiiin]ilinnt and paralyzes the arm of jiistitc. Vetisl 
mill I'cjmipt. it is at the bidding of both the friends and the 
I'liciiiii's of tin- Sovcrcif,ti. It ferrets out conspiracy and revolt 
for tlic one; il assists at regieido and reioliitioii for the 
otliiT. [1 enters oven,- habitation in the empire, it is familiar 
witli every passagi- in the Pflhice. In the moniing it condemns 
the serf, at midnight it nnidiers Paul. It is double-edged, 
,J>°f^^jB|Mfl|HB|K by stealth and cunning, 
"■"^^^^^^^^^^^Mid boldly by the fierce 
^dy protected and trampled 
\Bohce make vast fortunes 
maring persecution. Tlieir 
p by fraud and violence. 
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Stolen goods are seen upon their persons and in their houses. A 
thief caught in the act is discharged hy the magistrate should 
he recognize him as an old friend or acquaintance. 

The Count D arrived in St. Petersburg in the boat 

from Stockholm, and took lodgings in the hotel Coulon. He 
lived in great style. One evening he complained of being unwell, 
repaired to his private chamber, and directed the valet in waiting 
to awaken him at a certain hour the next morning. The next 
morning came, and with it the violent ringing of the bell in 
the room of the noble stranger. The servants rushed with 
alacrity to answer the summons of the dashing Count. They 
found him in a fury, and calling loudly for his pantaloons. The 
domestics could give no tidings of them. This information only 
increased the violence and indignation of the lodger. The noise 
finally called up Monsieur Coulon himself, who protested in the 
name of all the household, that the pantaloons were not known 
unto them. The stranger thereupon insisted on sending instantly 
for the police, stating at the same time, that his pocket-book, 
containing fifty thousand roubles, was left in his breeches-pocket 
the night before. Coulon besought him not to send for the 
police, as they would bring innumerable troubles upon his 
house. "But what am I to do?" said the Count, "my 
pantaloons and property all gone; and I far away from home 
and a stranger." " I will send for a tailor immediately," said 
the landlord, " keep you here comfortably without charge until 
you hear from Sweden, and give you five thousand roubles besides 
if you will say nothing to the police." "You must be a fool," 
reified the Count, " to think I will take five thousand for my 
fijfy thousand roubles. No, Sir, I mean to stay here, have 
the best tailor in St Petersburg, and all my money besides." 
Here Coulon in great distress offered him fifteen thousand, and 
finally twenty thousand roubles, if he would not call in the 
^polio^ who would surely rob and plunder him of every farthing. 
The Count moved by his entreaties finally agreed to take the 
twenty thousand roubles, to accept his magnificent hospitality, 
and be clothed by the most fashionable tailor. He remained 
ftr aome weeks more, and when he left to return to his native 
CQViitryt was overwhelmed with the gratef\]l e;!L^\^^^<siC!& ^ 
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the landlord for his kmdness and generosity. Soon after this 
the cold weather set in, and one day a fire was made in the 
room that had been occupied by the Count. The peetch sent 
forth clouds of smoke. Something was in the chimney. Upon 
examination, an old pair of pantaloons was dragged out, and 

Ck)ulon discovered that he whom we call the Count D was 

an impostor. 

This occurred during the residence of the writer in St. Peters- 
burg, as did also the following. The maitre-d'h6tel of Count 
Nesselrode went to visit his friend, the cook of Count Strogonoff, 
and remained with him imtil late at night. He was never 
seen ahve again. A few days after a footman of the StrogonofTs 
accompanied his mistress, the Countess, to the house of Nessel- 
rode. He carried an umbrella which was recognized by the 
servants of the latter as having been the property of the missing 
steward. The footman said he had bought it from a policeman 
in the neighbourhood. The latter was arrested, and confessed 
that he had murdered the unfortunate man to obtain posses- 
sion of the umbrella, and had thrown his body into the 
Neva. 

Incidents and anecdotes without number might be adduced 
to show the audacity of the police, and the fears of the people. 
We will dispense with these to speak of more prominent acts 
and more distinguished individuals. Perovsky, the Minister 
jof the Interior, the most enhghtened and patriotic of Russian 
statesmen, discovered through his agents an organized band of 
rotAers, several hundred in number, hving in St. Petersburg, 
under the fostering care of the pohce. He had them appre- 
hended, and denounced as an accessory, the grand-master of 
pohce, aide-de-camp-general to the Emperor. His Majesty 
however would not remove his aide-de-camp from office, because 
he had maintained good order in the capital for twenty years. 
Soon after this Perovsky seized the account-books of a fraudulent 
dealer in provisions, from which he ascertained that the pohce 
received their suppUes of food from day to day without charge, 
inasmuch as they were privy to the frauds practised upon the 
people. The aide-de-camp-general was again involved, and his 
Majesty ordered Count Benkendorf, then grand-master of the 
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aeemed to attract uniyersal attention, and all the lorgnettes were 
levelled at Kentucky in the iron-gray. We left the Muscovites 
to talk of the centaur-like appearance of the Amerikanskoi, and 
in two days and a half reached the modem capital, after a 
JQamey of more than one thousand miles into the interior of the 
Smpire. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 



Pott House at St. Petersburg— Departure— Reflections — Winter Moming^- 
. The Trayellers— Dukedom of Lithuania— Refreshments on. the Road— The 
Greek Church — ^The Jews. 

It was the middle of Noyemher; the last steamer had 
departed ; the waters were congealed with cold, and winter had 
^asomed its reign, before we were prepared to leave the North. 
The afternoon was dark and dismal, and snow was falling fast, 
when we entered the parlor of the Hdtel des Posies. It was 
filled with ladies and gentlemen, assembled to say a last farewell 
to those friends who Were to leave that night, by the coaches 
going to various parts of the Empire. The luggage was being 
weighed, the passports examined, and the travellers were wrap- 
ping about them their fur cloaks and coats, in anticipation of 
the moment of departure. 

A horn sounded, and the coach for Wibourg was announced. 
There was an interchange of kisses and affectionate adieus, and in 
another moment the passengers for Wibourg had departed. 
Another horn, announcing the coach for Kief, was followed with 
another volley of kisses and reiteration of adieus. At seven 
o'clock, the same notice summoned us to the coach for Kovno. 
We took our places in the coup4 and shared with a silent stranger 
this department of the vehicle. The conductor mounted the 
box, the postillion laid on the whip, and off we went through 
the Biga gate, and out of the barriers of the capital of the 
North. The night was very cold, and the familiar scenes by 
the road-side in the suburbs, were lost in gloom and darkness. 
We closed the window, and closed our eyes, intent upon 
wooing slumber, but our thoughts Tevetl^d c^ox^^^vn^X^ \Rk ^ 
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ciatiiig the Italian genius. The young woman was very good- 
looking, and spoke French with great fluency. She talked con- 
stantly about the pleasure she anticipated in meeting her husband 
after a long separation, and we should have believed her, had we 
not seen her in the banquette, kissing and being kissed by the 
traveller in the robe de chambre. 

Resuming our journey, we passed on over a most dreary 
country, and through a few poor villages. At regular intervals 
we saw the towers topped with telegraphs, whose long dark 
aorms, with mysterious movement, communicated to the Czar all 
the events in Poland. The weather was clear but very cold. 
Tall dark pines contrasted strangely with the white shroud of 
anow upon the earth, and the inky, sullen aspect of the heavens. 
Their solenm and funereal appearance, in the midst of desolation, 
is cheerless and melancholy in the extreme, and the Venetian, 
yielding to the sad impressions of the scene, bewailed his sepa- 
ration ^m his country. His apprehensions increased with the 
increasing cold. His feet were frosted ; — the horses, badly shod, 
frequently slipped down, and at every delay and every trifling 
accident, he liunented his miserable fate, and imagined it was his 
destiny to die in Russia. On the evening of the next day we 
reached Duneburg, a fortified town, and formerly the seat of the 
provincial Diet of the Livonian Palatinate. Here our female 
companion was greeted by her husband, and received and retiumed 
his affectionate embraces. He was an officer in Aill uniform, 
and exceedingly good-looking. We were all presented by his 
lady, as her very polite and agreeable compagnona de voyage^ and 
lie thanked us all, and especially the man in the robe de chambre, 
imt the attentions which had been rendered. We crossed the 
Dwina the same night, and soon after entered within the limits of 
the ancient dukedom of Lithuania. 

According to the old chronicles, Ringgold, an heroic chieftain, 
who conquered Samogitia, Polesia and other provinces, was the 
first Grand Duke of Lithuania. It was not, however, until a 
hundred years afterwards that this country attracted the attention 
of the historian. In 1386 the Grand Duke Jagellon embraced 
'Christianity, was baptized at Cracow, married the heiress of the 
Polish crown, united the arms of the two countries) end 
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In Kovno the new Greek and the old Latin churches are 
nearlj equal in importance ; hut the recent and vigorous growth 
of the one is as remarkahle as the age and decline of the other. 
The Roman faith, the established faith of Lithuania in the last 
eenturj, has yielded before the progress of a creed already flou- 
riflhing upon the banks of the Niemen. What the Russian arms 
hx^ conquered the Russian religion will secure. This religion 
Ins already passed the western frontier, and it hopes to triumph 
orer the Roman faith, the last and only remnant of Polish 
nationality. This achieved, the Russians and' the Poles, nearly 
aHke in lineage and in language, may possibly be united in 
sentiment and feding and seek a common destiny. 

. The streets of Kovno were thronged with Jews. As far as we 
conld judge this singular people compose the greater portion of 
the population of this district of country. Their vilkges and 
dwellings are wretched beyond description. The men were 
nnrariably dothed in long black tunics, reaching nearly to the 
onlde. Their beards were long and flowing, and in their thin 
sallow &ces we read the patience and the craft for which they 
kave been remarkable. There are probably more than a million 
of Jews in Poland. Oppressed and persecuted elsewhere in 
Europe, they were invited to this country in the four- 
teenth century, and Casimir the Great granted them great 
privileges. Poor and parsimonious, industrious and sober, 
they profited by the wealth, extravagance, and debauchery 
of the Poles ; secured the whole trade and commerce of the 
oofontry, and soon constituted the moneyed interest of the 
kingdom, which was henceforth known as the paradise of 
the Jews. During the subsequent periods of revolution they 
relieved the pecuniary embarrassments of the nobles, and 
advanced large sums of money, the payment of which was 
secured by mortgage upon their landed property. These mort- 
gages were never paid, and a number of the estates passed into 
ibsai possession. 

Since the conquest of the Russians, they have been exposed to 
the merciless exactions of the avaricious and unprindpled officers 
of the Emperor. By the most unjust and cruel decrees, they 
have been forced to enter the army, to leave thftis hfi;\s2fi^ «&^ 
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upon the river. With thirty yeterans of the Guard, he defended 
the gates the whole of the next day, against the Cossacks, and 
was the last to leave and cross the hridge of Kovno. The 
bravest of the brave, who not six months before had passed at 
the head of his brilliant battalions, now found himself deserted 
and alone. Standing upon the bridge, he fired the last shot 
yxpoD. the enemy, threw his musket into the dark waters of the 
Niemen, and disappeared in the distant forests. The Russian 
dead more than equalled the number of the French during the 
invasion and retreat ; the bones of more than 600,000 men, and 
of beasts of burden without number, whitened the plains, along 
which these multitudes had pursued their line of march, — ^where 
they had met in conflict, and where they perished with cold, 
famine, and fatigue. Upon the sands along the Niemen may 
still be seen the reUcs of the grande armde. Many of the sons 
of France had been buried there by their surviving countrymen, 
but the storms and wind have driven the loose soil from o£P their 
graves, and exposed their skeletons to the eye of the passing 
traveUer. There they lie, bleached by exposure and undis- 
turbed, for no Russian will give them burial, for fear of evil 
fortune. 

We crossed the river upon a rail, and as soon as we touched 
the soil of ancient Poland, the custom-house guard took posses- 
sion of the luggage, and marched us to an adjoining bidlding, 
where our persons, passports, and portmanteaus were exposed to 
a strict examination. We had no fear of being found in the 
possession of any thing contraband, except so far as the contents 
of a segar-case, — one dozen Havanas, were concerned; but to 
prevent any difficulty, we produced these, and handed them over 
to the officers, who laid them aside for further reflection. The 
trunks and packages were all opened, and every thing was looked 
through and into with particular care. Our dispatches and our 
special passport, with the seal of State, and the signature of 
Nesselrode, gave us some consideration, and protected our e£Pects 
from ruthless violation. But the bags and boxes of the •thers 
were turned upside down, ransacked, and discomposed in the 
most admirable manner. The guitar of St. Juliano was taken 
out the case, and despite his soUcitations and ours in his behalf^ 



918 THK CZAB, 

vu ihunibcii and fingered by ererj soldier and waiter in atteo- 
dHTice, uid finslly restored to the trembling Italian with jeers aad 
Innghter. The youpg Pole was an object of particular insult 
and suspicion. His pockets n^ere searched, aud his pocket-boot 
and papers examined. They took out the bank notes, and held 
them to the light to see whether they were genuine ; and when 
he ventured to remonstrate, by stating that he had resided for a 
long time as a student in St, Petersburg, had conducted himself 
well, and had never been denounced as a auspiciouB person, the 
chief officer told him to hold his tongue, saying, at the same 
time, in the most ferocious manner, " I do now denounce you as 
a suspicions person, aud I place your name upon the list of those 
who are tlie most dangerous subjects of his Majesty." He did 
not answer, but a tear fell upon his cheek, us he witnessed the 
recording of his name upon a bst of his countrymen, victims to 
be socritieed at the first whisper of conspiracy in Pcdand. The 
segar-casc was returned, less one-half its contents, and St. JnEano 
complained of the loss of his guitar strings. With the disap- 
pearance of these, and a few other trifles, we left the custom- 
house, Ibllowed by a crowd of savage-looking servants, asking for 
money. 

No inn or public-house of any description was to be found 
at this place, and it was with difficulty that we obtained a 
conveyance to a distant post-house, where it was necessary 
to make other arrangements for the further prosecution of the 
journey ; for up to this time, the revenue and pohce departments, 
the post-offices and mail-coaches, were still distinct and separate 
from those of Russia, and under a different administration. This 
post-house stood solitary and alone ; for many mUes, indeed, the 
surrounding country was entirely deserted. By a ukase promul- 
gated to prevent smuggling, the whole population had recently 
been obliged to retire many miles within the frontier. In this 
post-house our passports were again examined, and being found 
correct, we were permitted to secure seats in the mail-coach to 
leave in the evening for Warsaw. Here oui party was joined by 
an old Pole, who had served under Rapp in the campaign of 
1812, and a Russian captain of the cavalry of the Imperial 
Guard. The captain we had known in St. Petersburg, and were 
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very glad to meet him, for it must be confessed, that our com- 
panions hitherto were of an inferior description, if we except the 
youthful Pole, and Signor St. Juliano, who, for the sake of bre- 
vity, we called Medoc ; the latter taking us for Milords Inglesi, 
and seeing the importance of our passport, sought our patronage 
and protection, by taking charge of the luggage. 

The captain, who had made several campaigns in the Caucasus, 
entertained us with long stories of the bravery of the Circassians 
«nd the beaiity of the Greorgians ; and what was more, gave us 
a few stanzas of the veritable '' Jim Crow," and the graceful 
''wheel about, turn about" accompaniment. It is easy to 
imagine our surprise at witnessing this performance in a secluded 
post-house, in a desert of the far North. It appeared that the 
captain had been sent to England some years before, to finish 
his education, and among other accomplishments, which he 
brought home to Russia, was this of jumping Jim Crow. He 
said he amused large parties at the houses of his friends and 
relatives, by blacking his face with burnt cork, and showing folks 
the pecuhar songs and dances of the republicans ; for, until very 
recently, he had supposed (in common with a vast majority of 
his countrymen) that the Americans were negroes. 

At eight in the evening we left the lonely post-house. The 
Polish postillion is far superior to the Russian Yemshick. He 
wears a green coat, trimmed with black braid; he blows a 
stirring peal upon his bugle-horn ; flourishes a long whip and 
lash, and drives with a skill and speed unknown in any other 
part of Europe. On we went all night, and all the next day, 
and all the next night too, passing the samel dirty villages, and 
the same miserable population. On Friday morning, just at 
the peep of a bright, clear day, the horn of the postillion sent 
forth a strain which aroused and riveted the attention of our 
Polish companions. It was a national air, one which was pro- 
hibited. The Russian captain was raleep. The old soldier 
listened undl the last echoes had died away, and exchanged 
glances with his countryman. We were passing the field,— the 
famous field of Growkow, where the Russians under Diebitsh 
were defeated; where the cuirassiers of the Imperial Guard 
were cut to pieces ; and where five hundred gentlemen of PqI«5nsL» 
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Wanaw — Simo — Palurs ~ Popobnon — Ttw Inn Monnnual— The Ennnmi 
—The Grand Duke CooxUBdoc — Coneuion Oath of Nidxrias — Poliih 
RerolnttoD — Punotic CITonj — Auaoli tnd Sorrenda of Waisav— Cuua 
of ihe Pan of Poland. 

Wab and rerolation hare deprived Warsaw of manjr of its 
nHmmneDts ; and lewa and Ra^.3iaiis form a large portion of its 
preMTit popuUtion. The streets are narrow and dirtj, and tbe 
churches in the strle of the Tinaissiaae. The palaces OUM 
inhabited by tbe great seigneurs of Poland, and a few of which 
■till Irelring to those of the aristocracr who have followed the 
banners or enlisted in the service of the Csar, are heavy and 
tasteless edifices. The Zamek, an old chateaa of the Jag^ons, 
now inhabited by Paskevitch, field-marshal, prince of Warsaw, 
and vice-roy of Poland, overlooks the Vistula and the plains 
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beyond. The pictures and curiosities it once contained, were 
draped awaj to Russia by the savage hordes of Suwarrow ; the 
hall of the Diet, and the banquet-chamber of the great palatines 
and castellans, have been plundered of every memento of more 
glorious days. 

It was built by Sigismund the Third, whose statue crowns 
a neighbouring column. The old Palace, that was the resi- 
dence of Augustus, King of Saxony and Poland, had been 
recently purchased by a Russian tea-dealer, and modernized. 
It stands in the Place de Saxe, A fine park in the rear 
has been preserved as a pubUc promenade, and the open 
place in firont is used as a parade, and for the exercise of 
the troops. Upon this parade, an iron monument has been 
erected by Nicholas of Russia, to commemorate the final subju- 
gation, and the annexation of Poland to his Empire. The 
sensations excited in the breast of those, who read upon its base 
the sentence of eternal servitude, and total extinction of the Poles 
from the list of nations, cannot be described ; but every traveller 
must express his indignation at this atrocious manifestation of 
Imperial malice. It is an insult to a brave and fallen foe, 
unworthy a generous barbarian or successftd soldier. While it 
records the Inisfortunes of the one, it equally declares the petty 
spite of the other, and more than any other open and avowed act 
of his Majesty of Russia, evinces a want of good taste and good 
feeling, aUke discreditable to his head and heart. Willanow, 
once the villa of Sobieski, is to be seen in the environs of Warsaw. 
The gardens of Lazienski, by the side of the Vistula, and the 
groves of Ujazlov, are fiUed in summer with a crowd of idlers. 
The Italians were singing in the theatre of Constantine, and Lola 
Montes and the ballet-dancers delighted the Heutenant of the 
Czar ;-T— but Warsaw, which was the residence of the Mascovian 
dukes, and of the dynasty of the JageUons, and of those chival- 
rous chieftains who conquered Smolensko, and Kief, and Moscow, 
— and of those, more glorious stiU, who in later days fell fighting 
for their country; that Warsaw, if not deserted, is yet the 
Necropolis of a gallant people, whose most enduring monuments 
are the battle-fields in every suburb. 

The modem edifices, which appe&i mo^t\rK^^«ai%«SL^^Ni«.'w^ 



'■MM liUlMiwK «W» «f««<M fcr tbe OnuiJ Dake C^o 
«h» JM^V Ui «AHiiaMiMii^ t«d««wiird to nniameiit and em- 
Wiik> t^kM» VWk. » W «» woBt to nU tlie oipltal. This 
tilMJhft tnA vmvMm* y««Ma imMnd his riglit to tbe Impe- 
lU llMMkk U mm W 'l ilA i i * •» awTT Juma Grouainsky, the 
4M|^Mn» <rf « TMhfc fiMlJtai^ tmi haotoK, as he himself 
MMI W f«w*M<4 '*•«» tf li* dk3hM« R«|ui^t« fbr the exer- 
q^ «f ^itewiMMMA.* NSAllv KtMJfafchr Vcam« Emperor. 
liftWNMliMt «Hkfkni*MHn«.B )>^ krI io llte sobse- 
«MMV«»Im<M» «MM«A EI119 «f PihBa. Darmg the cere- 
^-l-rr «NHMlih« t^ h«Hv •mmI. ha ksMM befaK tbe altar 
mA iWdlte %k»wl vwtfc ~li? mr koM. O Bv G^ and 
MwWkWteiy WA W^Mp iM^fcrAafcawin-irf 
wj »«>»^ «**»*» gM? rftV fci^ ■—* ■*-*»B «> *• 

^M<il*tW t Wifi <Na« iltar W «pp«ar bdbn 'Aee n tfac ^ 



eu ncsauiu ami tbe 
I die Diet 
V m. ciM ijOBTces 
t Dubii utKiuin 
sua pnivoeuiiBt. 
r tfiiotti the tree- 
jivf Jia pmple 
00 e axir aiucnc 

1 wit. TTuuMcii ; 



L m niuQctans 



J*iL, 



HIS COURT AND PEOPLE. 228 

aa entrance into the Palace of the Belvidere, the suhurban 
residence of Constantine. Seyeral of the aides-de-camp of this 
prince were struck dead, while defending the door of his 
chamber ; with the assistance of another, an American and a 
fayorite, he escaped by a secret passage, and fled to the barracks 
of the Russian troops. These were ten thousand strong, and 
might at once haye crushed the conspiracy ; but Constantine 
was as remarkable for cowardice as for cruelty, and fled with his 
guards from Warsaw. In a few weeks afterwards, the people of 
Poland were up in arms ; — ^in a few months, victory followed 
victory over their ancient foes. Whole regiments were clothed 
and fed at the expense of private citizens, and young and old 
marched out to conquer or to die, singing the long-forbidden airs 
and verses which breathed of liberty, and their never-dying love 
of country. The memory of the power, glory, and heroism of 
those who stood prominent in the annals of the past, roused up 
an energy only to be satisfied upon the field of battle. They did 
all that men could do, — ^they fought, they bled, they died, they 
conquered. The mother who placed the musket in the hands of 
her only child ; the wife who girded with the good sword the 
husband of her love ; those who offered all and every thing; 
upon the altar of their country, made a vain and useless 
sacrifice. 

For a moment, the cause of a bleeding nation was triumphant. 
Diebitsch, mortified with repeated discomfiture and defeat, 
destroyed himself, or was destroyed by poison ; and the madman, 
Constantine, died from the efiects of constant debauchery. But 
all £urope looked upon the struggle, without an effort in behalf 
of a people who had been the bulwark of Christendom, when 
threatened with the despotism of the Turks, and who could 
again have been a bulwark against the despotism of the Rus- 
sians. Louis Philippe was intent upon maintaining his throne 
and the general peace ; £ngland saw no commercial advantage 
that would accrue to her by interference ; and the star of Poland, 
shining brighter than it ever did before, illuminatiug the poHtical 
firmament with an effulgence which, though it has passed away, 
can never be forgotten, was quenched in the darkness of the 
northern night. 
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by secret spies and unknown agents of the police^ are sent in 
numbers to the mines, or forced into the army. Such is the 
fitate of Warsaw and of Poland. 

However we may deplore the loss of the rights and priyileges 
of a great people, and however desirable it would be to see each 
nation enjoying, within the boundaries of its empire, the 
nationality to which by nature it is entitled; still we must 
remember, that the loss of these is generally caused by a state of 
things engendered in the corruptions of society. To this we 
may trace all the misery which for a long series of years afflicted 
Poland. The monarchs, or rulers of the Slavonic tribes, were 
formerly elective. They were chosen by the boyards, or great 
men of the nation, in council assembled. It was so with the 
Muscovites in earlier times, and it was so with the Polazzi, or the 
Slavonians of the plains. Although the Crown of Poland re- 
mained for several generations with the descendants of Piast and 
of Jagellon, the elevation of each to the throne was attended with 
the forms and ceremonies of an election. The male line of the 
latter dynasty became extinct in 1572, and from that time forth, 
Poland has been distracted with feud and faction. Foreign 
influence, called by Washington the bane of all republics, was 
brought to bear in the election of the monarch. Henry of 
Anjou, through the intrigues of France, was seated upon the 
throne, and at every succeeding contest, various potentates of 
various States had their candidates and hired partisans, who 
disputed the Crown with violence and with fraud. 

The elective system, so long as the electors were pure and 
patriotic, was certainly superior to the boasted virtues of 
legitimacy, and productive of good kings and good govern- 
ment. But when the Polish nobles became corrupt, and lost 
to all sense of public virtue, their dissensions divided the 
country and led to its final ruin. It is a very extraordi- 
nary fact, that John Casimir, in his speech to the Polish 
Diet, 4th July, 1661, foretold with almost the spirit of pro- 
phecy, how, why, and by whom, Poland would one day be, 
partitioned ; and if we follow up the record of the profligacy 
and the outrageous conduct of the nobles from that time up 
to 1770, when Russian gold and Ruaaiaw eat\w?^\Kftw. ^wsxs^^xj^ 
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sapped the principles of its existence, we cannot be surprised 
that this was the result. In 1 773, Poland had lost all that she 
had ever boasted of power and reputation in Europe. The 
ancient Hberties her people claim to have enjoyed, were entirely 
forgotten. The King was without the shadow of authority, 
an insolent aristocracy ruled without restraint, law and order 
were lost sight of in the strife for office. Amidst the violence of 
domestic feud, and the insidious poHcy of foreign foes, the 
kingdom trembled between the dreadful alternatives of anarchy 
and despotism. Alas ! what matters the experience of the past, 
if it does not instruct us for our future guidance. Poland 
is now paying the penalty which nations, Hke men, must pay for 
a long course of disorder, and if this penalty be a bitter one, 
the more should she profit, if she should hereafter recover herself. 
Her fate is decided for several generations, or until some great 
event shall fill the Russian Empire with commotion. Perhaps 
she is lost for ever. Tribes of men springing from the same 
stock are the most unrelenting in their enmity, and their wars 
are often of extermination. Her great oppressor, of the same 
origin and the same race, offers her complete amalgamation or 
perpetual war. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 



Departure from Warsaw— Travelling Companions— Market-day in Lovitz— 
Polish Peasantry— State of the Ck)untry — ^Approach to the Frontiers— 
Brightening Scenes— Leave the Russian Territories— Cracow— Inns— The 
Jews of Cracow. 

It was with a certain degree of satisfaction we made arrange- 
ments to leave the old capital of Poland. We said farewell to 
the Russian captain, who was now attached to the person of 
Prince Paskevitch ; we paid the landlord of the Hdtel d^ Angle- 
terre his bill, in which were charged as extras "three towels, for 
three days," and accompanied by Medoc, who had quite recovered 
from the effects of fatigue and frost, we went to the post-house, 
where places had been secured in the coach for Cracow. Here 
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\ye paid for overweight of luggage, after which the weigher 
hinted the propriety of our giving him a trifle, since he had 
saved us a rouble with a falsehood. The passports, the eternal 
passports, were again examined at the gates, and after some 
delay we were off, and rapidly traversing the level plains watered 
hy the Vistula. We passed through many inferior towns and 
villages, as usual very dirty, but still somewhat better in appear- 
ance than any we had seen elsewhere in t\e Empire. 

We stopped at Lovitz, which was the metropolis of an 
ancient principality, but now a town of very Httle conse- 
quence. It was a market-day, and the streets were filled 
with people. The beard of the Russian serf, and the uniform 
of the Russian soldier, were lost in the crowd of the Polish 
peasantry, whose dress and behaviour showed them to be at 
once a distinct and a different people. Good looks, and 
neatness of attire, indicated an intelligence superior to what 
we had encountered in Russia. Of all the Slavonic tribes, 
the Poles were the first to emerge from barbarism. In know- 
ledge and in literature, in art and science, they have always 
been in advance of their conquerors. The Polish nobles are 
better informed, and the Polish peasantry, degracled as they 
may be, are more civilized than those of Russia. Some have 
supposed that this is the result of a difference of religion, and 
trace the greater improvement of the Poles to the higher influence 
and better instruction of the Roman Church. This may or may 
not be ; but he who enters Poland, after a residence in Russia, 
will scarcely fail to remark that the men and women are as hand- 
some, gay, and agreeable, in the one, as they were ugly, gloomy, 
and barbarous in the other. 

Our companions in the coach were, the one a titled lady, 
and the other an untitled gentleman of Poland. The former 
no sooner discovered that we were from the United States, 
than we heard, what we had often heard before, and what 
every American vnll often here in Poland, " Oh ! how happy 
you must be !" She asked all about our native land, and the 
Poles who had gone thither. The Pole, a good-looking man, 
dressed in a dark coat trimmed with embroiderj wv4\^sv^^^^e^a^ 
far, manifested the same curiosity, Wt \xo\i V)cLfe ^oxrkfc '\aXjSisN^r~- 
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He could not speak French or Grerman, but asked in Latin, 
who was the king or emperor of our country. " Rex et imperator 
sum/' was the reply. This seemed to astonish him exceedingly, 
and he wished an explanation, which we would hare given him, 
if the Latin we learned at Nassau Hall would have enabled us, 
not to discourse Uke Cicero, but to make ourselves understood. 
After several ineffectual attempts to explain the nature of our 
institutions^ during which we referred to the "E pluribus 
unum," we requested our female friend to act as an interpreter. 
They both had friends and relatives who had been involvjed in 
the ruin of their country. Some of them were sent to Siberia, 
and some had escaped to the United States. Of their fate and 
fortunes they knew nothing, as aU communication was cut off, 
and every letter intercepted. The accounts they gave us of the 
atrocious insults and infamous treatment they experienced from 
the Russian soldiery and police, confirmed all that we had 
previously heard. Repeated violation of the common decencies 
of hfe ; systematic persecution of the innocent and the guilty ; 
fraudulent accusations of secret spies, and the corruption of 
judicial tribunals ; the infliction of the knout upon women, 
stripped to the waist, and exposed to the public gaze ; are things 
of every day occurrence in unhappy Poland. 

A young nobleman was lately arrested in Warsaw upon 
suspicion, taken to the citadel, and so badly treated that 
httle hope was left of life. It was then resolved to restore 
him to his family, and two or three days before his promised 
liberation, his betrothed was permitted to visit and console 
him. As she was about to leave, he whispered, "Be careful, 
to burn my robe de ckambre," These words were unfortu- 
nately overheard by the listening jailer, and as she was 
going out of the prison, she was seized, thrown into a dun- 
geon, and tortures employed to force her to tell where she 
had concealed the robe de chambre. She suffered, but not a word 
escaped her. . After being dreadfully mutilated, she was taken to 
her home, and died the following day, as did her broken hearted 
lover. At the same hour, and in the same church, the funeral 
ceremonies of both were celebrated in the presence of a large 
portion of the Polish population of "Warsaw. Silently and 
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mournfully the crowd followed their hodies to the grave, and 
after the burial, the clothes which had covered the hierS* were 
torn into a thousand pieces, and kept as relics. 

Our companions, after a sad recital of their sufferings, passed 
on with the vivacity for which the Poles are remarkable, to 
praise the natural beauty of their country. The Pole wished to 
know if ours was as fair a land, if our people were as handsome ; 
and gallantly kissing the hand of the lady passenger, he inquired 
if the Polish women were not beautiful— |iti/cA^m»uK totitis mundi, 
the fairest in the world. This answer pleased him beyond 
measure. He kissed the lady upon both cheeks, and assured us 
that after Poland the United States was probably the finest 
country in the universe. 

In the evening we reached Raddom, in the old palatinate of 
Sandomer, and formerly the residence of one of the great 
castellans of the kingdom. Here our Polish companions left us, 
with many compUments, and with Medoc we continued our 
journey. The following morning we perceived distant hills upon 
the frontiers of Silesia« It was a fine autumnal morning, and in 
our agreeable sensations we felt that the winter, the snow and ice, 
and the high plains of Russia, had been left far behind us. We 
hailed with almost childish delight, every indication of another 
country ; the gentle undulationTof the Su, the oak «.d beech, 
though dressed in sere and yellow leaves, and the red flower of 
the clover, still flourishing here and there in the little nooks and 
comers protected ft'om the wind. The valleys which extend 
hence towards the Vistula in the waiwodat of Cracow, are exceed- 
ingly beaatiftd and fertile. The charms of this landscape, and 
the pleasures of rural life have been reflected in the pastorals of 
native bards, and are sung in the artless iays of the people. 
Agriculture has always been esteemed in Poland as the most 
honorable of human occupations, and the proud noble who is 
reduced to poverty, retains his sword and frowns upon men who 
follow a profesdon. He prefers the plough to trade or traffic^ 
which he leaves altogether to the Jews. 

In town and country as we passed along we saw multitudes of 
the Polish peasantry* The men appeared in neat surtouts^ linedL 
with wool, high fiir caps, and \>oot& \«\jM2iv x«wfiiJL^ itesw^ '^m" 
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•.nee. The n'omen also wore the soRoat and boots, and ont all 
. «now-white Bcarf, which faUiog from the ahoold^n, oeuly 
tiven^il tlie whole body A white bsndkercbief bound about the 
i«nd c«"i|>lftes the costiimeB of the women of this waiwodat, 8 
tntume which regembles more the dress worn by the Odalisque, 
*ho gow shopping iii the bawars of Constantiiiople, than any 
ther we know of. Mingled with the peasantrr were some of 
he gentry of the country, gay, dashing fellows, all spurred aud 
lootvd, and in embroidered coats, cut i-la-modt, and with eyt» 
parkliiig with aa intelligence which more tfaaa all informed us of 
lur rapid progresB towards the more civilized parts of Europe. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of the same day we 
toppptl nt an isolated post-house. A Russian soldier took 
way tho pwsports, which were esamined and returned. In half 
ill hour after and a few miles beyond, the important documents 
vere agniri exniniiied ; and again a Uttle further on, at the cus- 
om-houae upm the frontiers. Here we were obliged to leave or 
jsohtuige our Russian money, for the exportation of the coin, 
and importati<m of the paper once exported, is prohibtt«d by the 
HuBNiiiii luws. S<i<)iL nfler this lliiril exaniiualiuii of our pcr'sniis. 
and property, and passports, the third within two hours, we - 
uriiHM'd ihu limits of the dominion of the Czar. It was a beau- 
tiful evening. As we passed the painted barrier which reaches 
across the road, the god of day was sinking in the west. The 
whole circuit in that quarter of the heavens was covered with 
purple and golden clouds. Such a sunset we had never seen in 
Russia, and it seemed to welcome us to another land, and greet 
lis with the promise of brighter skies and better prospects. 
Medoc was in ecstasy. His apprehensions of difficulty and his 
dread of the police were now removed. He was out of prison, 
out of danger. Utterly oblivious to the fact of his having volun- 
teered his services as a valet, and that bis beard was of ten days' 
growth, he yielded to the emotions of the moment, and would 
have embraced us with all the ardor of a sympathetic soul. 

At the gates of Crac()w, the passports were taken from us, 
and a receipt given, with the request, that vrithin twenty-four 
hours, we should appear at the poUce and give an account of 
OurBelves. It was quit« dexk when <«« xkbiIdxA. Xte Ron Blnuie, 
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the only good hotel in the city, and kept by a Frenchman. Un- 
fortunately for us, a Polish seigneur and his retinue, had pos- 
session of all the apartments, and even the floor of the dining-hall 
was occupied by his menials. We then repaired to an inn 
adjoining. Here the people were all Jews, and spoke a 
gibberish of German derivation. We halted upon the threshold 
of this forlorn hostelry, doubtful as to the propriety of entrusting^ 
ourselves to the tender mercies of the dark figures who invited 
us to enter the obscure passage. Perceiving the cause of our 
hesitation, they vanished to find a remedy. In a few minutes a 
Jewish maiden appeared, bearing in her hand a lamp, which 
faintly lighted the dim recesses and partly revealed her own sur- 
passing beauty. She beckoned us to enter, and we willingly 
followed up the stairs, and through the winding entries to a 
chamber, where the pretty Jewess, after discoursing upon the 
excellent condition of the beds and furniture, while we were 
gazing upon the fine contour of her features, and long black 
locks of hair which escaped from beneath the blue-and*white 
folds of her turban, asked if we were willing to remain. Of 
course we were, and although we may have been as comfortable 
as it was possible to be in Cracow, neither the representations of 
the pretty Jewess, nor our fatigue nor former trials, could render 
us insensible to the attacks of the detestable little creatures, who 
infest almost every habitation in this part of the north. 

The next morning we found ourselves in a state of siege. It 
seemed as if all the Jews in Cracow had assembled about the inn. 
They lined the staircase and entries, and some with a sidelmig 
step, glided into the apartment. Venders of soap» trinkets, and aU 
kinds of articles, presented themselves one after the other, and 
insisted upon a bargain. One old woman, shaking a bag of eoii^ 
and showing a pocket-book with bank notes, wished to sell U9 
Austrian money ; and another, a chattering and smiling dame* 
taking hold of our watch chain, asked if it was '' goot gekL** 
It was in vain that we requested them to retire. A resort to 
Russian tactics was absolutely necessary. Flourishing a cane 
in a threatening loanner, the crowd of Hebrews instantly dis- 
appeared with their goods and chatty down the staircase into 
the street, wheace, lookiiig up at tlae ntoAxw^* ^iJsafcl fasdJasaa^^^ft 
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oflFer us their wares. Quick, keen, and ever on the alert for a 
bargain, the Jews of Cracow will do almost any thing for pay- 
ment, and chuckle with peculiar satisfaction when paid a small 
gratuity. The Pole, on the other hand, with his fur cap and 
embroidered jacket, is an idle lazy fellow, dehghting in ease and 
pleasure. He is brave, handsome, and intelligent, but has none 
of the craft or cunning of the Jew and Russian. While looking 
upon the singular people thus assembled beneath the window, 
a youthful, dark-eyed son of Israel entered the room, and 
announced himself as the factor or messenger of the house. He 
carried a little ebony cane, and a well-brushed hat in his hvnd, 
and bowed politely when he addressed us. He wore the black 
gown of his tribe, but it was of good material, well-fashioned and 
fastened about his waist with a bright scarlet sash, while a neat 
and highly-pohshed boot, reaching above the knee, completed 
the picture of his exterior. A more prepossessing valet could 
not have offered to conduct us to the monuments of Cracow. 



CHAPTER XL. 

The Zameck—The Cathedral— The Shrine of Stanislaus— The Crypt— Tomb 
ci Kosciusko— Wieliezka— The Salt Mines — The Mound of Kosciusko. 

We mounted the street leading to the summit of the hills 
of Wawel, upon which, in sullen and decayed magnificence, 
stands the royal residence of the old kings of Poland. For 
a thousand years from the seventh century, this rock has been 
the cradle, the stronghold, and the cemetery of its monarchs. 
From its summit, Cracus, the founder, had first beheld the 
rising capital, which in succeeding times was famous for its 
commerce and prosperity, and which still presents in its narrow 
and winding streets, in the quaint forms of its houses, and the 
architecture of its churches, the appearance of a town of the 
Middle Ages. We reached the gates and entered the court-yard 
of the castle. No one barred the passage, and the only loiterers 
there were the paupers and squallid beggars who people this 
immaaBe edi&ce. The halls, whose splendor so dazzled the 



HIS COURT AND PEOPLE. !?.33 

nobles and ambassadors of every country who frequented the 
Court of the Kings of Poland, have been stripped of all their 
ornaments. The galleries once filled with trophies, have been 
divided and subdivided to contain the beds of the poor and 
sick of Cracow. Every sight and sound within the Zameck 
is a startling illustration of the former greatness, and the present 
misery of Poland. 

We passed into the adjoining cathedral, which was and 
is, part and parcel of the palace. If the kingdoms of this world 
pass away, if the greatness and glory of the State is transient, 
not so the splendor or the dignity of the Christian church ; for 
the chapels are as rich in decoration, and as holy as when 
Sigismond the Third, the last King who kept his Court in 
Cracow, celebrated high mass here in 1610. Incense burned in 
sacred vessels, vaulted roofs re-echoed with the psalmody of a 
hidden choir, and many old and feeble men and women kneeled 
before the altar of the Virgin. The shrines were loaded with 
silver, the floors were in Italian marble, and the ceilings were 
covered with paintmgs. We followed the noiseless steps of a 
sacristan, who pointed to the mausoleums of the chieftains of the 
more glorious days of Poland. Here was the stage of solid brass 
where the monarchs were anointed and enthroned ; here the 
shrine of the good Stanislaus, the patron saint of Poland, who 
was slain at the altar by the hand of Boleslaus the Bold ; here 
the tomb of Casimir the Great, who espoused the Jewess Esther, 
and granted her kindred certain immunities and rights, which 
made this country a home and an asylum against persecution ; 
here was the resting-place of the JageUons ; here the sepulchres 
of the Potochis, with their effigies, their arms, and Canova's 
sculptured image of their last hero, who, for the honour of his 
name, fell on the field of battle, while the inheritors of his 
wealth tremble in the palaces and the prisons of the Czar. 
These and a hundred rehcs of the proud prelates and valiant 
soldiers of Sarmatia were all around us, but we had heard of 
greater still than these, who lay in the vaults beneath. We 
signified as much to the sacristan. He shook his head in nega- 
tion. We promised him extra pay, whereupon he called in. twa 
assistants, and raised the heavy Vrou Aoot^ '^i^asScLXv^ xs^^s^^'^o^ 
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churches going to ruin, and the Universitj, — the famous 
University, — ^how changed and how deserted ? 

The carriage which was to convey us to Wieliezka, stood at 
the door. The anival or the departure of a carriage is an event 
in Cracow. All the idlers had collected before the inn, in much 
the same way as people will assemble upon the wharfs to witness 
the departure of a steamer, ^here was no place upon the box 
and no foothold behind for the httle Jew, and we told him to 
take a seat beside us in the carriage. His intelligent features 
were instantly overshadowed with an expression of anguish, for 
he thought that we spoke in derision. We insisted, however, 
and with evident surprise and some hesitation, he did as we 
requested. The miserable creatures standing by, evinced in their 
Looks and murmurs, their disapprobation of this arrangement ; 
and until we left the gates, the Jew and Chnstian, riding 
together, were the observed of all observers. 

Wa crossed the Vistula, into the Austrian province of GalUcia, 
which originally formed a part of Red Russia, and after an 
hour's ride, reached the village of WieUezka. We stopped at, 
and entered the oifice of, the director of the mines. Two or three 
clerks were seated before as many desks. One of these went in 
search of the director, and another showed us the cloaks and 
coverings worn by the different potentates and princes who had 
visited the mines. As soon as the director, a powerful, broad- 
shouldered individual, bhnd of one eye and looking very fierce 
out of the other, made his appearance, the clerks resumed their 
labors with indefatigable industry. The director greeted us with 
politeness, and after examining the permit we had from the 
Austrian authorities, which was a suMci^nt title to his good 
graces, he ordered a young officer to make the necessary arrange- 
ments, and conduct us to the mines. Loose overcoats were 
provided ; the attendants Hghted their pine torches, and passing 
through a door opening upon a staircase, we commenced the 
descent. 

A long winding stair of several hundred steps, neatly covered 
with boards, led to the first story. Long alleys conducted to the 
chambers, which, during the pourse of six hundred years, have 
been excavated in the solid 9»\i. Tixtint <3a»n^x^«2t'i^^-^^ 
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and thought this quite sufficient. The whole mass 

Te was supported by arches and pillars of salt, as solid and 

as adamant. Some of the latter have been cut away, and 

^sIlBUiiense beams of wood substituted in their place. There are 

clefts, or gaps, or breaks in the length or breadth of this 

ions vault. All is solid and secure, and the idea of accident 

^m danger never occurs to the observer. The rock, in its general 

;^;j|jippearance, and in a doubtful light, resembles our gray granite, 

i^.^ttBcept that it has more brilliancy; that kind of brilliancy 

-^^bnparted to the texture of ordinary quarries containing crystal- 

^llsed quartz. Where the water has filtered, crystallizations 

j^i^peax in the form of cubes and prisms, and where these are 

^ptea. with the aid of a number of torches, the effect is very 

'Iwautiful. 

• We rested a while, and listened to the Austrian discourse upon 

iiie monotony and toil of mining life. The director was a 

' ^ant ; Wieliezka was a stupid place, and he feared lest the 

_^ atisne particles would impregnate his system, and convert him 

into a pillar of salt. The ascent was quite fatiguing ; at the 

fcot of the last staircase, we paused again to take breath. The 

'* miners here made the bows and salutations preceding a demand 

fyr a buonamano ; and the Austrian informed us that they did 

Wi, since they would not dare to do it in the presence of the 

omnipotent director. A few zlots were accordingly distributed 

' #mong these hardy men ; and soon after we reached the top of 

the stairs, and entered the office, where the clerks were as busy 

as before, beneath the eye of their master. Gratified with 

our visit, and the urbanity which distinguishes the Austrian 

iirom the Russian official, we prepared to return to Cracow. 

The little Jew, who had been ordered off the premises during 

our absence, returned when he saw us leave the office, and 

during the ride back to the city, puzzled us with questions about 

the mines. 

The morning preceding our departure from Cracrow, we went 
to the mound of Kosciusko. It stands upon a hill a few miles 
from Oacow. The citizens of the xe^xiSa^e. ^^x't ^-vsc^^^^r^^^'^'Cisss. 
jrears in its construction. A circxiAat v?«^ n^w'^^* ^x^cras. '^'^ \s»»fc 
to the summit, from which is seen t\ie ^\lo\e«^«xwa^S^^^^'^^^^ 
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IS -STTH -w -ntn aah £D«d wiA open and 
: r-iusi laafmalnx. hat also with the secret 
^tii^ ji iiSiSit Aisc!Ti. and Pmaaa, wbo BssamiDg the 
lujji:^ wi "-i: r-HKrar:^ (K iVrali. inforiDed thems^ives of 
tN nOus tiii -ofrBn.i:* iif 'liw- con^iraiors, ■rbose inibsequent 
»'t'i;,;' *^ -^i -ihrri.c. ?i»i prored so dreadful and disastrous. 
»V ,-(>^'J^r IX* ij::r}xr. {^nain to be accosted, uuder some 
>.s\\>iv>r A- .■<: •'T-- V* iht =p!t^ of ibe protectii^ powers. 

»"ly-^ i~ -.iiiiiaL^f (•{ pobte eiterior, ^>eaki])g almost every 
V^.\i-vMts ■;jii\i«»J:<' Tbev btroduce themselves with an ^tolog)' 
•S* s«v..'ii ;S,-> Wii-tp ihev have met with him before, or have 
4> >>!\s,S,s: 1.* •b.'V.: he bears a striking resemblance, or make 
• »>quifv, wbifb leads to a conversation, and almost 
fite t'lipR'ssioil of pottica\ OYmiiona. \^. *&«*» me 
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hostile to the views of their masters, the traveller is secretly 
denounced to the police of the three powers^ and his everj 
movement watched as long as he remains within their jurisdic- 
tion. 

The Russian agent is an ugly, hut an amiahle-looking man. 
He is generally advanced in years, and a perfect piece of 
patchwork. His dress, which is of a fashionable cut, gives 
to his figure a youthful expression, denied him in every par- 
ticular of shape, and every lineament of feature. In the un- 
combed locks of his bandsome peruke, and the bespattered state 
of his habiliments, are all the slovenly indications of a dandy 
in dotage. Illuminating his physiognomy with a smile just 
deep enough to erase its wrinkles, and assuming a manner 
which appears as natural as it is distingue, his approaches are 
irresistible, and his acquaintance sougbt for by tbe unwary, 
rather than avoided. Age cannot conquer the cunning of the 
Russian diplomatists. On the contrary, his craft increases with 
his years. When the gifts of nature fail him, he has recourse to 
art. In his long career he has well studied society and its 
affectations, and with a tact which seems intuitive, he flatters 
without appearing to flatter, and intrigues without appearing to 
be an intriguer. Ars est celare art em. We had been too long 
in Russia not to be aware of insidious attentions bestowed by 
these worthies upon strangers, and having also been informed 
that a conspiracy existed, we avoided all communication with 
suspicious subjects. This little republic, only ninety-four leagues 
square, was in a queer predicament. The bayonets of Russia 
on one side, ^nd of Austria on the other, completely hedged 
it in ; its citizens could scarcely turn to the right or left without 
paying for a passport. 

Although by the treaty of Vienna, Cracow was declared 
perpetually free and independent, it was evident at this time 
that it was neither free nor independent, and that the guarantees 
for its neutrality and perpetuity, by the celebrated Congress, 
were also about to prove abortive. A conspiracy is known to 
have existed in Cracow in 1845. It was known to the police; 
to the Russian and Austrian consuls residing there, and to many 
citizens, who denounced those engaged m axi ^clXax^^-nsj^ ^^^^^^ 
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only increMC the calamities of thdr eonntTT. M 
'ytu ettpMJ. NothiDK w&s done to arrest the pn^^m*^ 
GOiupiracy. Kvny thiiij;; was doae to gire it trnpoftMli 
omuiitriicy, until liy hearsay and repurt. and with the aaN| 
■nd nt the Uiitigation of the secret agents of the thne M 

»Vli» had witnessed its inception and watched its ^row^tt 
trifling affair waa magniiicd into an alarming eril. 1 

The An«lriaw Goveniment determined to avail itself (if; 



*>» .•I'Piiiiui uu.i^iuiuEui, determined Co arail itself tm, 
leag wiidkpd-for oppurtunity for annulling the conditions ofl 
treaty of Vienna, no far Kt least as these conditions related 
tli« perpetuity iif the frwdom of Cracow, and preservation gftl 
ri{{lita of the prnvinee of Gallicia. Since Russia had decree 
and I'ruSMia bad couHenled, for certain consideratiops, tiia\ 
Croeow, the key of Upper Silesia, should be held by Austria, 
there was no barrier tu the accomplishment of the dcsigna of 
the lattei power, but the intelligence of the Polish nobles. How 
waa thia intellijjeiice to he disposed of ? By a proceeding whtcli 
will hear comparison, for its atrocious wickedueas, with no other 
in the history of mankind. An ignorant peasantry were told that 
God and Cassar, — the God who was in heaven, and the Csesar 
who was in Viennn, were tlu-ir only masters ; that the nobles 
were tlicir Ivrniits, — tvrniits having no nutbority from God 
or t'seivir but whose lives and property were at the disposal 
ot tl e J e I le 1 Februa y I S46 the conspiracy opened 

r 1 11 o R d tl e Austrian forces appr ached and occu- 
I cd tic re| bl of Cracow almost w thout opposition. At 
tie sa ne t tt e jeaaa tr\ of Call c a rose in arms, not 

ass t tl r at onal tv but aga nst the whole body of the 
r 1 r r wl o oce t or gu 1 y of con p racy, were slaugh- 
r 1 I r 1 t g cruelty Tl o e n oat distinguished for 
er rt e [ 1 In tl roj v ai I poj lar t were the first victims 

I r J 1 end turj The old Co t Kotarski, called for a 
Hrter ol n century, ■' The Father of the Pessants," waa allowed 

r hours to jirepnrc fur death, and after the sacrament had 

'I adniinistered, he was led out to execution. 

'he iiriile of the Polish aristocracy were cut off, and not 

lied with this, tlie jicasantry committed most brutal outrages 

the women, and sacrificed many childiea, i^n«ata, and 
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8erT8nt8 whose appearanee or condition was an indication of 
BoperioT intelligence. Sixteen members of the single family of 
Bognz were immolated. One only of the name escaped, and he 
demanded yei^eance from the Austrian Government upon the 
murderers of his kindred. The Government received his complaint, 
but it said to him, " You are in mourning. This is factious." 
It promised, however, to avenge his wrongs. A few days after- 
wards he was murdered, and l5s voice stifled for ever. Nearly 
fifteen hundred Polish gentlemen were massacred in the single 
cUstrict of Tamow. The work of extermination was carried on 
with the same fearful results in every part of GaUicia. Those 
who escaped from the assassins of their Mends and relatives took 
refuge in the prisons; of those who were left homeless and 
bouseless by this disaster, there were, in the single district of 
Tamow, more than three hundred infants too young to tell their 
names or parentage. Premiums in money were paid by the 
Austrian governors to the peasants who brought in the bodies 
of their murdered masters, and their pretended patriotism 
was applauded in a proclamation signed by the Emperor of 
Austria. 

Such was the result of the conspiracy of Cracow, a conspiracy, 
which was encouraged, if not created, to accomplish the destruc- 
tion of Poland. The intelligence of the country was entirely cut 
off, and the despotism perfectly established in Gallicia. It was 
effected by means which would have disgraced the wildest period 
of the Reign of Terror, and effected too by men, who in the 
name of the Most Hi^, had expressed a holy horror of blood 
and revolution only thirty years ago, at the solemn Congress of 
Vienna. Neither of the Northern Powers has now a title to the 
dismembered provinces, and either may now dispute the posses- 
sion of the other. All the territory has been appropriated, and 
the spoilers will now have to watch each other. In this there 
may yet be hope for Poland, for her enemies will quarrel, and 
one or the other may yet call upon her sons to rise and assert 
their liberties. 

The annexation of Cracow to the Austrian territory, howev^^t 

much k 18 to he regretted, as a violation oi \\vfe ^«vV^ ^H. Xx's^^^-* 

will materially increase its cominerc\a\ «AN«ca\»^«&^ ^sv^ ^^ ^^'*' 
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hnivitt it* rititms. 'I1ic ri'iolutiou has left Gallicia in a dmd- 
All Muidilion. 'Vhv pcA-santrr had imbibed certaio ideai af 
t^uniinutiuiin, and intirilrnHl their mastera, under the impresaon 
lluU they vtvn tlien'dVvr to live in idleness, and riot iu profii- 
«wii. Itut ill lliii lliey were mistaken ; tor they were compeUed 
1(1 Ubot brurfith the eye of the Austrian soldier, and bare dia- 
ii»vort\l that the Ca'ssr in Vienna, is more to be dreaded thsii 
the lor^t that stood bclwcm tliem and the thtous. 

I.mvtiii; I'racow, nc |ui9wd the Vistula to Podgorge, on th» 
light tmuk ol" the river, niid entered the Austrian dominions, 
111 the enuii^ we t«ik the eileaagett, or mail coach, and 
juunieTtd onwkrd night mid day, through Gallicia, and the 
h(«iilil\il iiroThiWR uf Silesia and iSforavia. We left the wintiy 
North b-Iiiud wt, and threw off the furs to revel in the 
fcenial sun^iiie. It was cold, but not one half so cold as Russia. 
The Hiieaiiis were riiiuiiii^ as in summer, the cattle were 
gnuu»)[ ill the fiolda, aud tlie [iloughmen preparing the earth 
Air ned. Tiie hilla and valleys, cottages and hedges, and 
ihi' autunnial diiys were beautiful indeed, when contrasted with 
till- )>1iiom Hiul iiionoiony of Itiissia. The transition was most 
iisii'i'fiilili\ And then the sju'ed and alacrity of northern 
Uhvi'I, ilie ju'euliariiies of the country, and the people of the 
Slim. iv.Ti- cvehnugx'd for the thougbtfulness, phlegm, and 
••i-iiili- ]i!U-es of the Teulonie race. Every thing was German. 
t'ottcbi'.t. iiuis, food, dr^ss. language, and behaviour, were all 
itf till' liilhtTlmid. This change of cUmate, and change of 
Ki'i'tic. liiul its etl'ect upon the enthusiastic aud volatOe Italian. 
Ill' had letl his fears beyond the Vistula, and vahantly denounced 
the Itarhnrians of the north. Austria seemed a paradise to 
St. Juliauo, lie capered like a child, and sung us all the 
operas. At Leigiiitz we reached the slaiiou of the A'orrf 
Kiseiihahi. and hailed wiih joy the rattling cars, which coming 
from Unmii, were to carry us to Vienna. 

Our arrival safe and sound, in the beautiful capital, after a 
long and tatigning jotiniev of more than a tliousaud miles, in 
a cold and dreary season, was accompanied with many agree- 
able seiisitiions. He only who 1ms eK\iericiiced it, can form 
ail adequate idea of tlie dclightfu\ iw^rcssvavis ■^^iiiawi Vj 
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such a change. To tell how we were pleased with the 
people and the pleasmres of Vienna — how we recovered from 
fatigue, and enjoyed the for mente — ^how we saw, and heard 
the valiant St. Jiiliano, in the dress of a Roman consul, 
sing the part of PolHone, would with other matters, require 
many chapters more. But we have left the North, and Vienna 
the resort and the delight of travellers, has heen frequently 
described. 



THE END. 
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